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LoOKiNG the other day over ſome old 
Magazines, which had quic tly reſted untouched at 
the bottom of a decayed trunk for many years, I 
found an account given in the Critical Review for 
Juby 1777, of a work I publiſhed entitled the 
TRITIE R; and as thefe great and tremendous 
Law-givers (the whole tribe of Reviewers } preſide 
as judges, nay more, are abſolute monarchs over 
literary merit, I took it into my head to avail 
myſelf of their commendations of my former Work, 
by announcing this performance. to be written by 


the ſame Author; as alſo to give the reader the 
ET under- 


= 


11 
underneath words of the Review in queſiton, that 
he might form ſome kind of an idea what ſort of 
a creature this TR1FLER was, and what he 


might expect from lum in the preſent Publication. 


The T K ITIL ER amounted to four volumes, 
two of which were publiſhed in 1775, and the 
other two in 1777, and would, from the encou- 
ragement it met with, have been followed up by 
more, had not the Author's time been employed 
totally in other affairs of much greater moment 
Jo long afterwards, that it was deemed too late 
to reſume the ſubject, on his becoming an idle man 
again. 


As the writer claims no higher ſphere in the 
literary regions, but as one in the, humble orb 
of innocent, if not profitable amuſement, he hopes 
he has not forfeited ſuch his claim, by T nt 


FiricnTs or InrLlaTUus. 


The 


3 
| The CRITICAL REVIEW for July 1777, in 
ſpeaking of the TRIFLE R, has the follow- 


ing words : — 


He diſplays an uniformly generous heart, 

*« free from prejudices, and endowed with a great 

fund of ſenſibility. The Beauties of Nature 

 « afford him real pleaſure, and always diffuſe in 

* his breaft a happy ſerenity ; volilſt the love of 

* mankind gives life and vigour to all his pur- 
i ſuts, and endears his maxims to the uirtuous © 


© reader. 


2m Among the numerous volumes of amuſement 
** which fill our Monthly Catalogues, we ſeldom 
meet with any which have ſo much merit as 


« the TRIFLER,” 
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OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


CHAP 1 
Irregular and improper government of /£olus, 
the god of winds — — page 1 
CHAP. II. 
Farther and more important evils attending the 
miſ-government of the god of winds p. 5 
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Story of Dorimond and Eliza — p. 9 


CHA P. IV. 
Continuation of the ſtory of Dorimond and Eliza 
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Concluſion „ p. 40 
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VI. | 
Adventures of Sir Foſeph Dingle and his maid 
Mary — Character of Sir Foſeph p. 49 


CHAP. VII 
Sir Foſeph ſets out upon his adventures with his 
maid Mary, afoot — — pi. 53 
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CHAS vii. 
Incidents attending the Knight's progreſs p. 55 


CHAP. IX. | 
Tie Knight's exploits on his being taken for a 
 firolling player — — Pp. 03 
CRT” x 
Confuſion of tongues upon the Knigit's real 
character — — P- 73 
rn. 
T he Knight's undaunted reſolution to purſue his 
adventures — — p . 75 
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T he Knight proceeds upon his expedition — His 
exploits on being taken for a mountebank and 
a bully 5 — P- Bo 
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Sir Yoſeph's exemplary moderation upon the defeat 
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The Knight aſcends a mountebank's ſtage — 
'  harangues the populace — and departs in 
triumph — — p- 94 
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CHAT AV. 
The Knight arrives at a large town. — His exploits 
on his being taken for the trumpeter to a collec- 
tion of wild beaſts — p. 102 


1 XVI. 
A curious conference between a juſtice, a conſtable, 
three catchpolls, two ladies, and a publican 
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c H AP. XVII. 
Concluſion of the Knight's adventures p. 130 
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Flights, &c. of Inflatus, among the celebrated 
 ſeenes and reſorts of Hagley and the Leaſowes. 
Extraordinary perſon and character of Inflatus 
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r. XIX. 
Strange and affecting occurrences in a walk to the 


Leaſowes — — P. 137 
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IRREGULAR AND IMPROPER GOVERNMENT 
OF FOLUS, THE GOD OF WINDS. 


| Hat this ruler of the atmoſphere 
{ſhould be a friend and no friend, is 
perfectly amazing. That he ſhould ſend 
the zephyrs from the weſt to cool us in 
the heats of ſummer, at one time, and, at 
another, let the burning ſun ſcorch us to 
death, without any interference at all, 
is very prepoſterous — That he ſhould, 
with ſuch a deſpotic and domineering 
ſpirit, drive the vapours and ſulphureous 
exhalations of the earth about at ſuch an 
aſtoniſhing rate, and immediately over our 
heads, without troubling himſelf with the 
Vol. I. '-- con- 


2 rs or 


conſequences of his pranks, is frightful to 
think of — That he ſhould plunge the 
clouds together in ſuch a commingled 
manner, when they are big with combuſ- 
tibles, that burſt in dreadful craſhes, and 
deſtroy the piteous inhabitants of the globe, 
is a lamentable caſe, and ought to be 
ſtrictly inquired into by my well-beloved 
. crack-brained brother P— —, and other 
celebrated regulators of the elements. —If 
they will exert the powers which they poſ- 
ſeſs, or in fact what is expected from them, 
we ſhall next ſummer conquer the bluſter- 
ing god of winds, and deprive him of his 
arms, by the ſubjugation of the fiery meteors 
that infeſt the upper regions, and conſtitute 
the moſt alarming engines of his rage. 


What ſignify the tricks which that 
moonſhine brother of ours, Lunardi, plays 
in the atmoſphere with his balloons; cut- 
ting capers and gambols which anſwer no 


8 other purpoſes but to convince Europe 
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that he belongs to our fraternity? — No, 
let the PRINCE of experimental philoſo- 
phers be ſeated in a noble car, with all his 
apparatus about him, and, in one of the 
moſt tremendous thunder ſtorms conceiv- 
able, let a ſuperb balloon, prepared and 
filled by his own hands, launch him into 
the midſt of the contending elements, and 
there can be no doubt, from the great 
reputation which he has fo juſtly acquired 
in the management of electrical operations, 
but he will diſſipate the dreadful ſtrokes of 
the lightning; ſend them in any direction 
he pleaſes, and by that means ſave the 
inhabitants of the earth from their horrid 
and deſtructive darts. 


As lightning and thunder compoſe the 
moſt awful ſcene to the beholder imagin- 
able, but, at the fame time, the moſt dan- 
gerous, in their preſent ungovernable ſtate, 
how they muſt delight and charm the 
ſpectator, to be a witneſs to their opera- 
A 2 tions, 
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tions, without thoſe concomitant fears 
and apprehenſions attending upon their 
progreſs! How it muſt pleaſe and delight 
us, to view the flaſhes blaze in a long 
horizontal direction, inſtead of their dart- 
ing upon our heads, killing our cattle, 
Tifting our oaks, diſmantling our towers, 
and cruſhing into atoms every thing in 
their way ! — How it muſt ſurpriſe us to 
behold this wonderful and immaculate ſon 
of the ſciences, in conſequence of his 
divine experiments on air, ride through 
the heavens, like a ſecond Fupiter, control- 
ling and ſubduing the god of winds, 
wreſting from him his miſchievous powers, 
and bringing him under his own properand 
ſcientific dominion! How it muſt charm 
us to ſee the prime miniſter of the god of 
winds, the rude and ungentle Boreas, 
chained at the foot of the philoſopher's 
car, while the ſweet zephyrs waft him ſo 
delightfully through the ſkies, ſhedding 
their benign influence over the face of the 
| | earth, 
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earth, and creating an eternal ſpring! — 
But, laſtly, and above every thing elſe, 
how it muſt raviſh the hearts of all 
true lovers of their country, to behold 
this great man, this * honour to human 
nature,” after all his unremitting and 
aſtoniſhing labours in experiments on the 
wonderful powers of electricity, riding in 
his car, collecting the lightning and thunder 
together, and, in a fit of divine enthuſiaſm, 
knocking down all the churches, killing all 
the regular clergy, and ſending the biſhops, 
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CHASE 


FARTHER AND MORE IMPORTANT EVILS 
ATTENDING THE MIS-GOVERNMENT OF 
THE GOD OF WINDS. 


A I was wandering about the fields, in 

one of the fineſt evenings that ever 
bleſſed the inhabitants of this inclement 
A 3 country, 
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Math 


country, and was got into a profound 
every, in conſequence of the exquiſite 
feelings of a demi-madman upon ſuch a 
delightful occaſion, I obſerved a party of 
well-dreſſed belles and beaux, at ſome diſ- 
tance from me, who ſeemed to be as happy 
as I was. 
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This party drawing my attention entirely 
from my own particular cogitations to a 
conſideration much more intereſting, I ; 
haſtily put myſelf in the way of the groupe, b 
and, as an eccentric object of obſervation, 
they readily admitted me as one of the 
company.— I found they were lovers, and 
conſequently as mad as myſelf, — We 
aſcended a ſmall eminence, and ſeated our- 
ſelves upon a bank of ſpring flowers. — 
The zephyrs played wantonly among the 
trees and flowers, and in particular among 
the coifs, breaſt-works, and petticoats of = 
the ladies, diſcovering ineffable charms. 1 


The bluſhes of innocence and ſoft alarms 
glowed 
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glowed in the bewitching countenances of 
the fair ones, while their admirers tri- 

umphed in a perfect adoration of ſo much 
beauty ſet off to ſuch an additional advan- 
tage. Oaths of everlaſting fidelity, mingled 
with the kiſſes of rapture, were the offer- 
ings the youths exhibited upon this 
delightful occaſion, and their charmers 
ſunk into the delicious delirium of confi- 
_ dence and inexpreſſible pleaſures. 


Things going on in this warm way, I 
aroſe from my ſeat of obſervation, and, in 
the language of Proſpero to Ferdinand, in 
Shakeſpear's Tempeſt, J exclaimed to them, 


++ Look, you be true; do not give dalliance 
Joo much the rein; the ſtrongeſt oaths are ſtraw 
+ To th' fire i' th* blood; be more abſtemious, 


a Or elſe, good-night your vows !” 


Such a ſudden and unexpected addreſs, 
from a perſon whom they had ſuffered to 


Join them as a crazy, queer-looking, inſig- 
A 4 _ nificant 
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nificant fellow, rouſed the gentlemen from 
their feats of gallantry, and put the ladies 
upon their guard againſt any further 
encroachments upon their credulity, until 


Hymen ſhould ratify the proteſtations of 


their lovers. 


This glorious exploit of mine, in pre- 
venting the emiſſaries of MAolus, the 
roguiſh zephyrs, from executing the miſ- 
chiefs which they were commanded to do, 
in furthering the total ruin of five young 
ladies of virtue, and happy proſpects, ſo 
enraged the god, that he immediately ſent 


| Boreas with ſucha dreadful ſtorm at his heels, 


as obliged us all to run for ſhelter to a 
neighbouring barn. — Here the lovers, 
throwing themſelves upon different ſtacks 
of ſweet hay, entirely compleated the 


| buſineſs which the zephyrs had begun, 


without the ſanction of the god of marriage; 
while the god of winds exulted in the 
dreadful calamities he had occaſioned, and 
| | pelted 


l 9 


pelted me home to my crib, the moſt mi- 
ſerable devil of an adventurer, that ever 
attempted to battle with the elements, or 
to regulate the ungovernable paſſions of 
the young and thoughtleſs part of the 
creation. | 


. 
STORY OF DORIMOND AND ELIZA. 


E. LIZ A had eyes that ſparkled and 
ſpoke inexplicable things! Cheeks 
that vied with the united efforts of the 
roſe and lily! Dimples! the ſeats of the 
laughing loves. Lips! the reſidence of 
the glowing kiſſes. A neck that beggared 
the poliſhed marble! And a breaſt, too 
facred and too raviſhing to be prophaned 
by my unhallowed pen. —She had brows 
turned by the pencil of Tris; a noſe 


faſhioned by the hands of Phygmalion; and 
A 5 2a vilage, 
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a viſage, GLORIOUS as the FIRE of a 
REYNOLDS!!!—Her hair was dreſſed by 
the zepkyrs; her robes were held by the 
Graces; her limbs were formed by nature 
in her fineſt mould; and her mien diſplayed 
at once the ſeat and empire of the god of 
darts and flames; Venus diſclaimed the 
magic of her gait, which ſtruck Æneas on 
the Afric ſhore; confeſſed Eliza's ſteps | 
more graceful than her own, and bluſhed 


to be ſurpaſled. 
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This comet of her ſex roſe about twenty 7 
years ago, with ſuch a luſtre of gartered 4 
knights, glittering ſquires, and ſparkling 4 
coxcombs in her train, that ſeemed to 4 
threaten (according to the grave ſurmiſes f 
of my brethren the moonſhine philoſo- 3 
phers, upon theſe phenomena in their 
planetary ſyſtems) a general conflagration 
in the much more important regions of 
love. 8 1 
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Amidſt this glare of attendance, Eliza 
kept her place. She never ſuffered the 
luſtre of her charms to be ſullied by the 
rude or inſidious advances of her followers. 
At the play ſhe attended to the tragic or 
comic muſe!—She wept with Cordelia, and 
laughed with Beatrice! —while ſhe con- 
ſidered the fops and inſipid girls about her 
as the mere finery of the houſe!—Though 
the object of delight, ſhe never went to 
public reſorts to be ſeen Though elegant 
in her dreſs, upon theſe occaſions, ſhe con- 
formed only to the decorations which 
nature diſplays in her works, and to that 


reſpect which is in ſome meaſure due to 


the manners of ſociety; while the frip- 
peries of faſhion were her conſtant averſion 
and contempt!—But above all, ſhe was as 
neat and clean in her own apartments, 
and when alone, as ſhe was with her more 


highly finiſhed adornments, in company. 


In 
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In the park ſhe was gay and ſprightly, 
but not bold and forward! She would 
neither ſtare in the faces of the paſſers-by, 
as if. ſhe would knock them down, nor 
{hun their reſpectful ſalutes with an affected 
prudery! The honeſt emotions of her 
heart appeared in all her ways; and in 
every ſtep, geſture, or look, the ſeemed 
perfectly eaſy, and acceſſible to all modeſt 
advances and familiarity ; but, at the ſame 
time, a profligate would be awed by her 
behaviour, and worſhip her as the ſhrine 


of chaſtity !—Over the tea table ſhe never 


talked, or liſtened to, scanDdalt!!! But 


endeavoured to turn the converſation to 


ſubjects more worthy of attention; and 
ſeldom failed in her attempts! At cards 
{ſhe neither cheated, betted high, nor was 
peeviſh if ſhe loſt her money! Neither 
did ſhe gamble away her reputation, 


honour, or innocence! At a concert, {ſhe 


liſtened to the muſic, and enjoyed it, but 


ſhe never, if ſhe was cloyed, joined with 


a groupe 
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a groupe of daring females, to diſturb the 
attention of the audience! At a ball ſhe 
danced with infinite grace, but ſhe never 
jumped her cotillons like a mad-cap!. She 
had fine legs, but the was not at all ſoli- 
citous to expoſe them! She was poſſeſſed 
of the tender feelings, and was paſſionately 
fond of doing good! Her amorous pro- 
penſities were ſtrong, but ſhe reſtrained 
them by the powers of virtue! She ſaw 
the wiles that were practiſed againſt her 
by the artful deſtroyers of her fex, but ſhe 
avoided them with that propriety and 
ſkill, which a religious education, and an 
attention to the arts of diſſimulation, had 
ſecured to her! She could diſtinguiſh a 
real lover from a pretended one! The 
man who aimed at her fortune or her 
perſon! The debauchee, from the man 
of honour! And ſhe dealt out her cau- 
tion, reſerve, and denials accordingly ! 
She ſaw, in the polite circle in which ſhe 
ſhone, the phoenix of her ſex, that all was 

hypocricy ; 
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hypocricy ; every thing tending to ſchemes 
of deſtruction, and nothing to real happi- 
neſs, or the genuine comforts of this 
world. She faw none but bad men, fools, 
and fops about her. She pined for a 
good man, and found him ! 


Having loſt her parents, ſhe retired to 


her ſeat in the country ; where ſhe had 
leiſure to ponder. over the vain and inſipid 
ſcenes ſhe had paſt, and to reliſh the 


delights of books and contemplation. She 
eſtabliſhed a little ſociety of rational beings, 
and found herſelf in her own element. — 
She had no coxcombs to cut capers, and 
talk nonſenſe by the hour, but ſhe enjoyed 
the unceaſing pleaſures of improving con- 
verſation. She had no deſigning knaves 
to tell her ſhe was a divine creature, and 


that they were dying for her; but ſhe had 
honeſt men, and polite gentlemen too, 
who, without paying any ſtupid compli- 
ments to her beauty and fine talents, 

honoured 


N 15 
honoured and revered her character, and 
would riſk their lives and fortunes to pro- 
te& her from the ſpoiler. She found her 
powers and her virtues to expand in 
proportion as ſhe became known. She 
reſtrained the women from ſcandal, and 
the men from light and trivial prate ! 
She confined the whole concerns of her 
community to acts of mutual benevolence ; 
and drove the horrors of the ſpleen, envy, 
malice, and defamation, entirely out of 
the ſphere of her attraction ! 


Eliza had not been long diſplaying 
thoſe conciliating virtues of her ſex, for 
which the ſoft and tender boſom of a 
woman was certainly ordained, before ſhe 
had ſeveral of what are called good offers; 

that is, ſhe had many offers of good 
worldly ſettlements, from honeſt gentlemen 
of property, who wiſhed to make her a 
good bargain in the traffic of a matrimo- 
nial connexion ; and who, having con- 

ceived 
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ceived a great reſpect for her, would have, F 
probably, made her civil huſbands; and A 
with whom ſhe might have lived in 4 
inſipid harmony, without any tranſporting 
raptures, or wretched hatred, or diſlike. 
But Eliza's ſoul being formed for the 
extatic enjoyments of love, ſhe was reſolved 
to refuſe her conſent, until ſhe felt and 
received a mutual paſſion. —She frequently 

joined in parties of pleaſure with her 
admirers, -and thoſe of her own ſex, whom. 
ſhe approved of as modeſt and exemplary 
characters. She never checked the ad- 
vances of her lovers with rudeneſs, nor 
played the coquette with them, in. order 
to teaſe them, and flatter a fooliſh ſpecies 
of vanity in the female mind, which 
always terminates in ancient virginity or 
diſgrace. 
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* * 


. e A 
"6 ONT * ee 
* : do EET IN Wo 


Dorimond, a gentleman of a ſmall eſtate 

in the neighbourhood, viewed Eliza at a 
reſpectful diſtance. He often ſaw her in 
-; 1+ Wor 
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her parties of pleaſure; he admired her 
as a fine woman; he wiſhed for an oppor- 
tunity of being introduced to her ; but as 
his confined circumſtances, and his mo- 
deſty, prevented him from puſhing him- 
ſelf into the company of her gallants, who 
were far ſuperior to him in point of 
fortune, he deſpaired of ever obtaining 
an interview, or the leaſt acquaintance 
with ſuch an angel. 


Dorimond had received a good and vir 
tuous education, which he had improved, 
in a very ſhort time, by ſuch a knowledge 
of the world and its ways, that he had 
retired from it at the age of twenty-fve, 
and now lived the paſtoral life in all its 
primitive ſimplicity. He cultivated his 
paternal eſtate, and was ſo abſorbed-in his 
attention to his fields, his cows, his poultry, 
and his pigeons, that he had not for ſome 
time, except on a ſunday, been obſerved 


to lay aſide his fuſtian frock, and put on a 
dreſſed 
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dreſſed coat, until ſoon after the arrival 
of Eliza; when he was frequently per- 
ceived, by his ſervants, to throw down his 
fork, his hook, or his ſpade, and to make 


himſelf ſpruce and neat, if the villagers 


informed him, the great lady, the heroine 
of this ſtory, was riding or walking near 


his habitation. It was on theſe occaſions 


noticed by his family, that he got upon 
his horſe, or tripped away on foot, to 


enjoy the pleaſure of a ſight of her, and 


that when he returned, he was always 
_ and fad. 


The fact was, the paſſion of love imper- 
ceptibly made its way into his heart, and, 
without the moſt diſtant proſpect of ever 


being bleſſed with the poſſeſſion of Eliza, 
he languiſhed in anxiety and miſery on 
her account, and found he could not chace 
the painful idea of her out of his thoughts. 


A kind of frantic melancholy took poſ- 


ſeſſion of his ſoul. He neglected his farm, 
bie 
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his garden, his fruit trees, his ſhrubs and 


his walks. Thoſe labours and amuſe- 


ments which were, before the unhappy 


period of Elias arrival in the country, 
the objects of his delight, and which 


_ afforded him perfect tranquillity, were now 


the ſcenes of his diſlike and abomination. 


In this ſtate of his mind he committed 
ſo many miſtakes, and exhibited ſuch a 
number of inconſiſtencies, extravagancies, 
whims and fſooleries, that it was ſoon 
buzzed about among the villagers, that 
Dorimond was mad ; and he was frequently 
interrupted in his reveries and pranks, by 
the grave ſuggeſtions and advice of the 
old people, but oftener by the troubleſome 
obſervations and curioſity of the young; 
while the crowds of hobbies, boys, and 
blockheads in his way, would never "= 
him paſs unmoleſted. 


It 
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It was upon one of theſe occaſions, 
when after Dorimond had been muſing him- 
ſelf into diſtraction with the lovely image 
that cauſed his afflictions, and had ſtarted 


up, and had ruſhed through the village 


with his wonted impetuoſity, that he was 
met by Eliza on horſeback, attended by a 
cavalcade of gentlemen and ladies. —The 
appearance of a graceful perſon, with the 
marks of frenzy upon his countenance and 
in his geſture, and in his retinue a com- 
pany of ruſtics, making mocks at him, was 
too intereſting a circumſtance to be paſt 
over without an inquiry into its cauſe. . 


The wild and diſtracted Dorimond no 
ſooner catched fight of Eliza, than he was 


fixed in a gaze of the moſt ſpeaking ad- 
miration. The eloquence of his eyes 
told the emotions of his heart, in a lan- 
guage too powerful to be withſtood ; and 
the ſympathetic pulſe of his charmer 
beat in uniſon with his tranſports. Eliza 

| felt 
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felt the ſudden effects of a flame in favour 
of the diſtempered youth; and while the 
earneſtly looked at him, ſhe imbibed the 


delicious poiſon. 


Eliza, though ſtabbed to the heart by 
the feathered ſhaft of the little miſchievous 
laughing god, had ſufficient preſence of 
mind to conceal the cauſe of her particular 
agitation, under the colour of a benevolent 
attention to a poor young man, that 
ſeemed diſordered in his ſenſes. She 
enquired, with the ſweeteſt condeſcenſion, 
into the cauſe of his malady, and ordered 
the ruſtics to retire, upon their rude aſſer- 
tions that he was a mad-man ; while poor 
Dorimond remained in his gaze of admir- 
ation, to the inexpreſſible grief of Eliza, 
and the compaſſion of her attendants. 


She deſired an old man, who faid he 
knew him, and the place of his abode, to 
conduct him home, and rode by his ſide, 

| adminiſtering 
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adminiſtering the healing balm to his 
troubled ſoul, -from the benign and: hea- 
venly ſmiles which ſhone in her eyes, and 
{hed their divine influence over his cala- 


mity. — Such a marked concern and care 
had the deſired effect upon the mind of 


Dorimond. He grew more calm in his 
behaviour, and returned the civilities of 
Eliza in ſuch a pleaſing wildneſs of man- 
ner, that convinced the whole company 


of his not being abſolutely inſane, but of 


his labouring under a particular preſſure 
of misfortune, which had produced ſome 


of the ſudden effects of that dreadful 
malady. Upon their arrival at Dorimond's | 


houſe, he endeavoured to beg the honour 
of Eliza's alighting, - but his diflidence and 
reſpect, thoſe genuine tokens of true love, 
got the better of his reſolution, and he 
ſuffered her to depart with no other inter- 
courſe, but thoſe eloquent looks at each 
_ other, which more than deſcribed the 
ſympathetic warmth of their hearts. 


Dorimond, 


*** 
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Dorimond, ſoon after Eliza's retreat, felt 
the turbulence of his paſſions ſubſide into 
that pleaſing compoſure of mind, that 
heavenly mixture of emotions, thoſe che- 
quered dreams of hope, deſpondency, joy, 
grief, expectation, and doubt, which con- 
ſtitute the bliſs of the unhappy, and cauſe 


thoſe mellifluous tears to flow, that eaſe 


the heart, aſſuage its pantings, and ſooth 
it into the moſt exquiſite delirium of 
enjoyment. — He ſat the whole afternoon 
under the influence of theſe various ſug- 
geſtions of the ſoul; and his powers of 
thought and reflection diſſolved themſelves, 
at length, into a grateful and ſatisfactory 
melancholy. — He went to bed, and 
dreamed the whole night of angels and 
*+* miniſters of grace. Eliza form played 
upon his fancy, and produced a finer 


ſcenery of celeſtial objects to his view, 


than the glorious imagination of a Malton 


could deſcribe ! 


CHAP, 
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CONTINUATION OF THE STORY OF DORIMONB 
AND ELIZA, | 


LIZA, as ſoon as ſhe had got rid of 
& her attendants, and had arrived at 
her houſe, which was about two miles 
from the retreat of Dorimond, ſent a truſty 
ſervant to make inquiries, as if by chance, 
into the ſituation and circumſtances of the 
youth about whom ſhe felt herſelf ſo much 
intereſted ; and found, to her great com- 
fort, that before he had been ſeized with 
his preſent complaint, there was nothing 
exceptionable reſpecting either his cha- 
racter or conduct; but that in all regards 
he was a moſt amiable perſon, as far as he 
had been known in his ſtudied retirement. 


Eliza now bent her thoughts to the 
reſtoration of Dorimond's former peace and 
tranquillity, which ſhe had alſo learned, 

from 
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from the report of her confidant, to have 
been, to all appearance, a perfect ſcene of 
contentment. —She ſpent the afternoon 
and the evening in a retired ſeries of ſelf- 
communication. — How to gratify the 
ardent wiſhes of her heart reſpecting her 
future enquiries after Dorimond, and, at 
the ſame time, to reconcile thoſe enqui- 
ries to the delicacy of her ſex and elevated 
ſituation, were the cauſe of ſo many per- 
plexities that teazed her nearly into the 


' frantic ſtate of the beloved youth. —She 


had been informed that he was a perſon 
of ſmall fortune; ſhe knew that the 
malicious eyes of the little world ſhe lived 
in would be upon her ; and, in particular, 
that the gentlemen who were paying their 
addreſſes to her, would very narrowly 
watch and ſcrutinize her conduct; for, 
notwithſtanding they were worthy men, 


and behaved to her with the ſincerity and 


politeneſs of real gentlemen, and their 


intentions were exceedingly juſt. and 
Vol, I. B upright. 
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upright, and that they would relinquiſh 


their claims to her in favour of a perſon 
of equal poſſeſſions to themſelves, whom 
ſhe might like better; yet ſhe appre- 
hended that all theſe good qualities in her 


admirers would be changed into ſuch a 
. contempt for her, in confequence of her 


preferring to any of them a man without 


wealth, acquaintance, or connexions, as to 


produce a very troubleſome ſcene of ſcoffs 
and deriſion through the country; and to 
ſhake the fidelity, and reſpect for her 
character, of the ſmall community which 


The had formed after her own heart, as 
before ſpecified, to ſuch a degree, as to 


loſe them and their great opinion of her 
for ever. To ſuch a monſtrous height do 


the notions of rank and diſtinction carry 


the human mind, that where their ſacred 
laws are broken by any ſingular choice, 
either of a matrimonial nature, or any 
other, the fools only of this world do not 


* up the ſhout of diſdain and diſappro- 


bation 
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bation againſt the aggreſſor, but friends, 
enemies, and all join in the outcry, and 
fall off in one general wreck of undiſtin- 
guiſhed inſult and malevolence. 


With theſe diſagreeable apprehenſions 
in her mind, ſhe aroſe in the morning, 
and took a walk through an adjoining 
grove, ſolitary, thoughtful, and alone. 
The ſame reſtleſs troubles which agitated 
her breaſt, prevailed in the ſoul of Dorimond. 


But although he knew that it would be 


impoſſible for her, ſhould ſhe caſt afavour- 
able eye upon him, to forego the conſide- 
rations already mentioned, and to make 
herſelf happy in the choice of her own 
heart, at the expence of the laugh and 


ridicule of the proud and opulent ; yet he 


was led by the violence of his paſſion for 
her, to a melancholy ſtroll near her houſe, 
and actually met her in one of the re- 


Moteſt receſſes in her neighbourhood, 
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Good God?” exclaimed Eliza, to the 
aſtoniſhed Dorimond, ** how came you 
here? Why did your people or friends, 
if you have any, ſuffer you to wander 
about after the frenzy you ſeemed to be 
ſeized with yeſterday ? Gracious heavens ! 
why don't they take care of you, and get 
ſome help to reſtore you to that peace of 
mind you appeared to be deprived of ? 
What is the cauſe of your grief? Pray 
tell me?“ | 


% have no friends,” ſaid Dorimond, in 
a ſoft and tender tone of voice; while his 
limbs trembled, his heart beat, and con- 
fuſion fat upon his countenance. * I 
have no friends; ſaid Dorimond, faltering, 
« and I muſt not, 1 dare not tell you the 
cauſe of my woes. 


Does then your grief,” ſaid Eliza, 
proceed from any crimes you have com- 
mitted, that you dare not impart to me 


the cauſe of your diſtreſs ?” % No, 
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% No, you divine fearcher into my 
diſtracted ſoul,” exclaimed Dorimond,., I 
thank the great God above, I have no fins 
to anſwer for to the Deity, but I have the 


greateſt of all crimes to anſwer for to —” 


„To whom?” | cried Eliza, eagerly, 
are you in debt and can't raiſe money? 
Means may be found to extricate you out 
of your difficulties. You may find more 
friends than you are aware of; don't 
deſpair. — 'The feelings of a generous 
mind under ſuch exigencies, magnify 
thoſe trifles into crimes, which are merely 
the common accidents of this world. — 
Misfortunes of this nature will happen 
without the intention to incur guilt, 
though the laws, and the relentleſs rage of 
the creditor, make no difference between 
the intention and the fat. — To whom, 
then, do you ſtand engaged ? What ſum 
do you owe?“ 


= J owe 


at 
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„J owe not a farthing,” ſaid Dorimond, 
with a more chearful air and look; and 
encouraged by Eliza's apparent concern for 
him and his affairs, he waited and wiſhed 
for her interrogations with ardour, while 
his returning vivacity diffuſed itſelf over 
his frame, and brightened up his viſage to 
the extreme delight of his charmer. 


Is it then,” faid Eliza, © the loſs of 
your friends, as you intimated you have 
none, that you deplore ?” 


No,“ faid Dorimond. I never had 
any friends, except my parents, and they 
have been dead ſome years. Upon their 
demiſe, which happened in London, I 
purſued the gaieties of the town until I 
became tired of them, and, of courſe, 
fought for a relief from noiſe and diſſipa- 
tion at my little farm, yonder, which my 
father left me, and found health and feli- 


city attend on all my ſteps, in the culti- 
vation 
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vation of my grounds, until an incident, 
which lately occurred, has totally deprived 
me of all my joys and comforts,” 


+ What incident can this be?“ ex- 
claimed Eliza, do let me know it? For 
I very much ſuſpe&, notwithſtanding your 
modeſty makes you deny it to me, that 
your life of diſſipation in London, has 
been followed by ſome claims upon you 
in the country, that you cannot anſwer. 
Do inform me? I would do much, in- 
deed I would, to relieve an honeſt man; 
and if you, from your appearance, and 
the ſweet and contented life, which, I 
underſtand, you have lived until this 
dreadful accident, are not one, I am greatly 
deceived.” 


+. I have fallen into the calamities of a 
violent paſſion for a lady,” anſwered Dori- 
mond, while the tears guſhed from his eyes, 
in all the pathos of grief and diſtraction, 
| B 4 | 66 ſo 
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** ſo far my ſuperior in her virtues and in 
her fortune, and ſo far above my hopes of 
obtaining her, that the thought. of it 


recoils again to my breaſt with ſuch an 


inſupportable preſſure, that I cannot ſur- 
vive the excruciating torments that tear 


my heart, and prey upon my vitals.” 


*«* Who is it? Who is it?” cried Eliza, 
with all the eagerneſs of the moſt animated 
expectation. 


lt is you! It is you!” exclaimed 
Dorimond ; and he fainted upon a bank of 
violets. 


It would border upon the extravagance 
of abſolute romance, to endeavour at a 
deſcription of Eliza's feelings, and tumult 
of mind, upon a declaration of a paſſion 
for her, ſo warm, ſo true, and ſealed with 
the viſible marks of death, from an object 


whoſe terror and affright at being urged to 
the 
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the daring confeſſion, had deprived him 
of the immediate uſe of his faculties, and 
who lay pale and ſenſeleſs at her feet. — 
Suffice it, that ſhe flew to an adjoining 
ſpring, and ſcoping out of it with her 
hands as much water as ſhe could bring, 
ſhe threw it upon his face, and found the 
returning tokens of life to animate his 
frame. She knelt upon the turf, and 
taking hold of one of his hands, ſhe had 
the inexpreſſible ſatisfaction to behold the 
colour riſe in his face, his eyes to open, 
and their fixed gaze to be directed to her, 
in all the extremity of awe, reſpect, won- 
der and aſtoniſhment. Checked by the 
delicacy of her ſituation, ſhe looſed his 
hand, and aroſe; but with ſuch an inef- 
fable look of tenderneſs upon the recover- 
ing Dorimond, as cheered his ſunk ſpirits, 
revived his drooping heart, empowered 
him to raiſe himſelf, and encouraged him 
to make the following further declaration 


of his flame. 
B 5 « Do 
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Do you ſtill hover over my loſt and 
ruined condition ?” faid Dorimond, faintly. 
Does your heavenly benignity ſtill ad- 
_ miniſter comfort to an afflicted creature ? 
To a wretch ſo far beneath your notice! 
Why do you look fo kind? Why did 
not you leave me to my fate? Why don't 
you kill me with your frowns, for my pre- 
ſumption? Why do you turn aſide ? 
Why do thoſe tears of compaſſion flow ſo 
faſt for ſo worthleſs an object? Oh! why 
did not the gods beſtow upon me titles, 
fortunes, yea, the whole globe itſelf, that 
I might lay the world at your feet, and 
think the-paltry univerſe too mean a price 
for ſuch a purchaſe! Oh! why was I not 
born the mightieſt monarch, and you the 
lonelieſt damſel, that I might ſacrifice my 
imperial crown to your more brilliant 
charms! But it muſt not, it cannot be ; 
you are going, and I am juſtly condemned 
to pine away a miſerable exiſtence in fruit- 
leſs complaints, which can afford no rehef 
| to 
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to my pains, nor any conſolation ariſing 
from the ſlighteſt opinion of my deſerts, 


being in the ſmalleſt degree proportioned 


to my withes.” 


Theſe true and genuine tokens of the moſt 
diſintereſted paſſion for her, expreſſed with 
ſo much awe and diffidence, yet with the 
warmth of a heart which would ſacrifice 
every thing upon earth to be in poſſeſſion. 
of the only object of its defires, convinced- 
Eliza of the divinity of his flame; of the 
ſanction of all the celeſtial powers in his 
behalf; and of the vanity of all worldly 
conſiderations that might be ſtarted againſt 
her rewarding ſuch a ſincere affection, by 
the immediate gratification of her own 
deſires in his favour. She went to a ſeat 
in the grove, and throwing herſelf upon 
it, with her arm upon its back, and her 
head upon her hand, ſhe remained re- 
volving in her mind the circumſtances 
which had, as if through the peculiar inter- 


- poſition 
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poſition of providence, led her to her pre- 
ſent delicate and moſt pathetic embarraſſ- 
ment. All thoſe difagreeable thoughts of 
what might be ſaid of her choice by her. 

- acquaintance, which had thrown in her 
way ſo many perplexities and difficulties, 
on her firſt ſetting out on this morning's 
walk, now vaniſhed like a fooliſh and con- 
temptible dream, in which nothing but 
the moſt ſilly paſſions could poſſibly have 
any weight, and ſhe deſpiſed herſelf moſt 
heartily for having given way to their 
weak and puerile ſuggeſtions. 


XK 
* 
= 
RS. 
8 * 
1 
ic £53 
Wo. 
ON 
LW, 
1 


JI N 1 1 
FFC 
A NIE n es Saas e e J 
* 7 8 e 
5 "FA GED WE RS to : 


5 Ae.” at thee 
88 N l 
FGG „ 
& >. Mad a n >. n « % 3 dee 
4 


Dorimond viewing the behaviour of Eliza 

in quite a different light, and fancying, 

very naturally,. that her apparent emotions 

ſprung, only, from the ſource of pity and 

compaſſion for his deplorable caſe, which 
her elevated ſituation in life totally pre- 

_ cluded her from beſtowing any farther 

marksof comfort or condeſcenſion, ſuddenly 

fred his hand upon his n. and, 

with 
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with that quick turn of deſpair which ſuc- 
ceeds the moſt flattering expectations, 
when checked in any glimmering proſpect 
of infinite happineſs, he faded away like a 
ghoſt upon the banks of the Stygian Lake, 
ſeeking for. a paſſage to the realms of obli- 

vion, in order to drown his cares in an 
_ everlaſting ſtupor of the ſenſes. 


He was thus giving himſelf up to thoſe 
ſuggeſtions of abſolute deſpondency, which 
are the immediate forerunners of a broken 
heart, and was retiring through the grove, 
languid, horrible, and wretched ; when 
Eliza, rouſing herſelf from her revery, and 
miſting the dear object of her reflexions, 
cried out, with the {ſhrill and impatient 
voice of affright and anxiety, ** Dorimond ! 
Dorimond !” 


The forlorn youth heard the ſound, and 
ſtarted ; but doubted from whence it 
ſprung. — ** Surely,” faid the unhappy 

creature 
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creature to himſelf, it cannot be Eliza; 


oh! no, no, no, it cannot be Eliza. Some 


of my people are ſeeking for me, and I will 


turn back to avoid them; I cannot bear 


their ſolieitudes now; their kind attentions 
and inquiries would but diſtract me the 
more.“ 


He had no time for farther comments 


upon his forlorn ſituation. The voice of 


ing no doubts: now from whence it came, 
he met her all diſſolved in tears and 
lamentations, by the ſide of a ſeat of turf, 
raiſed for the accommodation of the lover, 
or the contemplative wanderer. 


Where have you been ?” faid Eliza, 


Why did you leave me? Why did you 


not follow me? What mean thoſe dejected 
looks, that countenance of deſpair? Cheer 
your ſpirits; in God's name, be comforted!” 
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] cannot receive any comfort but at 
the expence of diſturbing your peace of 
mind,” ſaid Dortmond, ** and ſooner than 
do that, I will abandon myſelf to- all the 
racks and torments which the vengeance of 
heaven can inflict upon me for my pre- 
ſumption, in. daring, to diſcover a. paſſion 


15 


for ſo divine a creature! 


V]ou rate meat too high a price,” ſaid 


Eliza, tenderly, indeed you do; I have 


unfortunately fixed my affections upon a 
youth, ſo far my ſuperior in worth and 
dignity of character, that the thoughts of 
my own demerits, when ſet in a compara- 
tive view with his deſerts, diſtract me 
beyond conception . 


hy Who is it? Who is it?” Cried 
Dorimond. 


It is you! It is you!“ Exclaimed 
Eliza, and ſhe flew into his arms, and 
fainted with him upon the lover's ſeat. 

CHAP. 
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nn . 
CONCLUSION. 


Female domeſtic, who, having miſſed 

her lady ſo long, purſued her ſteps, 
and came juſt at this moſt intereſting criſis, 
to be a providential witneſs to the delight- 
ful ſcene, and to render thoſe immediate 
fervices to the enraptured pair, which were 
become, through the violence of their 
mutual tranſports, ſo abſolutely neceſſary. 


A ſcream of affright at her lady's ſitu- 
ation, immediately rouſed the lovers from 


their trance, into the moſt animated ſtate 


of ſurpriſe imaginable. 'To be found in 
ſuch ſuſpicious circumſtances by her maid, 
ſhocked the trembling Eliza into convul- 
ſions; but ſoon recovering herſelf from 
her trepidation on that account, the con- 
ſciouſneſs of her own perfect innocence, 


reſtored the powers of her mind and body, 
and 


r 
n — OI r N e 2 . 
2 . A n 


U oo, V ²ĩ˙ iäÄ OE AER 

RES Caen rage Bils nn nh $90 ae 

- PETER 2 2 e 0 1 n 
„ 8 N 


.. ˙ A a 
7 TERS» ws, n 


IF wards. 8 1 55 % : 0 
69 = ſe N n + N ors — 
3 e e c CRT N © 2 
ORE IS 83 C ' ST 
DO ö * ern I. NET HOO 9 
8 1 © N W e A, Ef 


PE 2 F 2 ds * 


e * 
4 NL ea 


I 6 . 2 
— — n 93 5 
: n 
2 — 
: 


1 * 
q ir * . * 2 Nr a 1 . + 5 " _ 
* 2 . Ee F . F A 0 1 - 
WH; E 1 4 ö r . 2 n * 3 ** n Sox, 2 rennen pang AY I 1 _ — N A 
TOES 3 C * e n 1 AAA I 2 t 5 1 2 FCC I OL OE x _ _ 
ou 8 Iv <1 2 © 4 "RY Y aches ae > , * 2 & « N 5 * 0 wr ge BIT, 8 r LY oy * ati SEEN ide. "DE LLP 4 9. CF Ry IS 85 e 0 2 = 2 
— 9 n , 31 * * IF 8 1 e >, W Ie f 85 9 . 8 nn 8 at 8 2 a - 3 Rs IS "ITY 2 HY r W 0 " 
1 WS HEE. Sat ta; $5 i 2 N N 725 pane eg ke ont es q N <> 6 ” 6 fo ens, * $ EI 8 8 2 5 4 8 r n Ek, 8 Ws . 5 * 2 Se > +: Ya or AT ON + 
5 4 n "9 ESD og 8 . .. ꝙ d ĩðͤ v ĩð tak do Me Oo, an ne I en er 0 Oh 1 
» 1 wel” tw 2 e : * n 5 — IS ELITE "Ty — d en ccc n " - : 
| ; nn * > Iu 12 Yu 8 5 1 L - 5 
* * , — 6 7 * TERS» 
77 2 I Fi OE ACT 


Fa 


. a Ec) 8 5 
W 8 
A ²—˙ Rr, FE, x . 
3%. So TORO ESR 722 


——_—_— 0 _ 1 ALS COINS * "SES" 246” 8 n NN 7 r vous 0 
_ — oe a, IN 4k!!! end ⁵ ⁵ßß EO rn OF a nh oe 4 8 TE IO : 2 $M 
Os abt” r ROO RES ND P Or WT et) „ K : 
PS” IS n WWW . _ n EEE ee Lo das oa ain . 


STR n 8 


— * 2 4 FR, EE: r N 2 N 3 7 — w 75 Wy, IS > * 9 
ye 8 N FFF // 5 RS 4 ES SF Te i II * X ; 
ON es bg 1 RY — r S 3 n 3 . 

n F: - - - — ws * JF r * 5 3 4 3 : ik 


n 


E 
ME e eee ee 
I e — 8. 


a 2 
GST, 3c 3 IC 


3 
5 
1 
„ 
A 
St 
- ED 
1 
KW, 
£2 BI = 7 
_—_ 
E. 
> 
BR. 
wo 4 
Pry 
+ 85 
>. r 
f # 
1 
3 
% 1 * : 
TE; - - 
N 5 & 
Ba 
„ 
„ 
3 
1 
. 3 
2 7 
* 1 
. Bu: 
1 
© A 4 
IC 
- ob 
wc, 
by = 
2 * 
Co 
0 4 
v0 
.* 5 
A 
+ 
1 
os ; 
"3x4 
"4M 
1 48 
FS. - 
pe 
** 
. = 
8 
Þ 25 . 
280 
{5386 
780 


2 ; 
5 
1 : 

78 

* 

* 

tr 
7 
2 
1 
> 
$71 F 
EI 
. 
a 
"> 
* 

15 
1 
OY 

* 
N 
2 


% 


1 Nr IL Ar u 8. 41 


and with the firmneſs of innate virtue in 


her looks and geſture, ſhe demanded, 
peremptorily, of her ſervant, why ſhe had 
conceived the inſolent idea of following 
her, or prying into her ſolitary walks, 
which had been ſo frequent, and which 
ſhe (the maid) had never before this par- 
ticular morning, dared to encroach upon, 
by any officious interference concerning 
the matter. 


The poor girl falling upon her knees, 
while the tears ſtreamed from her eyes, 
declared, that the only reaſon for her 
thinking about her lady's walking alone 
this morning, aroſe from the viſible tumult 


: in her mind, which ſhe could not help 


obſerving when {he ſet out; and fearing, 
from her long ſtay from home, ſome 
accident might have happened to her, ſhe 


- could not reſiſt, out of the great love and 
veneration ſlie bore her, the temptation 


to ſearch about the grove for her beloved 
miſtreſs; 
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miſtreſs; and what ſtill more, faid the 
poor girl, with infinite agitation, impelled 
me to find you out, were ſome eries of 
diſtreſs in the grove which I took to be 
yours, in conſequence of ſome rogues 
having beſet you, and I was determined, 
poor weak woman as I am, to come to your 
aſſiſtance, and either to be murdered with 
you, or to releaſe you from the villains. 


The ſimplicity of the girl's ſtory, and 
her terror at her lady's ſtern behaviour, 
reconciled Eliza to the event, and ſhe was 
refolved, as it was now become neceſſary, 
to make a confidant upon this occaſion of 
fo faithful and ſuch an attentive domeſtic. 
She ordered the girl to riſe, and wait for 
her commands, while ſhe walked , with 
Dorimond at a diftance. — She took her 
inflamed and captivated lover to the ſeat 
npon which ſhe had reclined in a revery of 
delight on his account, 'and from whence 
ſhe had ſtarted in ſearch of him. 


Cv Ye 
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e gracious powers above,” cried 
Dorimond, while Eliza ſeated herſelf with 
the moſt heavenly marks of love and con- 
deſcenſion upon her countenance, is all 
this real that I behold, or do you flatter 
me with an imaginary diſplay of unutter- 
able joys, to plunge me the deeper into my 
former calamities?” 


No, no;” exclaimed Eliza, covering her 
bluſhes of delight with her hank erchief. 


Were you really, then,” continued 
Dorimond, paſſionately, ** you moſt divine 
excellence of a woman, ſerious in that 
warm declaration of your regard for me, 
which deprived me a ſecond time of my 
ſenſes, and threw me into a momentary 
delirium. of enchantment ?” 

{+ I was, I was; ſaid Eliza, and am 
ſtill ready to repeat the declaration ;—but 
fpare my confuſion — you will think me 

| too 
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too forward upon a more mature conſider- 
ation of the matter, and deſpiſe me.“ 


May the great God above, exclaimed 
Dorimond, defeat all my riſing hopes of 
ineffable raptures in the poſſeſſion of you! 
May the Almighty conſign me into ever- 
laſting perdition, into all the torments 
which hell can inflict upon the villain, the 
murderer, the ſpoiler of your ſex, if the 
very circumſtance of your throwing your- 
ſelf into my arms, and crying out that it 
was me that you loved, when I expected I 
was to be ſhunned, in conſequence of your 
attachment to another, will not be an eter- 
nal ſource of added fewel to my flame, 
whenever, amidſt our joys to come, I have 
time to reflect upon that happy force of 
paſſion upon your delicacy, which ſo cor- 
dially, and without the leaſt reſerve, 
plunged you into my embraces !” 


This 
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This heated and ſtriking declaration of 


Dorimond's, relieved Eliza from the pain 
and confuſion which agitated her mind, 
| in conſequence of her having unguardedly 
ſuffered her violent emotions to plunge 
her into an action ſomewhat beyond the 
bounds of the modeſty of her ſex, and 
utterly inconſiſtent with the manners of 
the prudes. But as ſhe had committed 
the crime, if it muſt be called one, it was 
now too late to repent, or to palliate it 
with any attempts to obviate the cenſure 
of the world, but by an immediate mar- 
riage with her adorer. Her maid had been 
2 witneſs to the circumſtance ; and though 
a faithful domeſtic, ſhe was not to be 
relied upon in any-other light, than that 
of being acquainted with the true ſtate of 


the affair, and ſeeing it ſettled, ratified and 


ſet perfectly to rights at the foot of the 
altar. 


After 


+1 
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Aſter unboſoming her thoughts upon 
this ſingular occaſion to Dorimond, who was 
too enraptured to liſten to her obſervations 
her maid, and with a gracious and bene- 
volent ſmile, ſaid to her — 8 


„My dear girl, this gentleman will 
ſoon be your maſter. The ſudden decla- 
ration of a mutual paſſion bewteen us was 
the cauſe, my Fidelia, of your accidentally 
finding your lady in a fainting fit with her 
lover. | 


Fidelia, as a young girl, was quite happy 
in finding things going on in ſuch a 
charming way, and Eliza did not conde- 
feend to ſay any thing more to her upon 
the matter; her exalted mind being above 
framing any excuſes for her conduct. 


The pride of virtue inſtantaneouſly 
ſeised the heart of Eliza, in oppoſition to 
every 
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every vague and prepoſterous idea that 


might ruſh into the minds of the de 
lators upon her GetCERAnAbany 


With the majeſty of aca innocenee 
ſhe took the bewildered Dorimoud to her 
palace, and treated him with the reſpect 
due to his character and intrinſic worth, 


without regarding in the ſmalleſt degree, 


the rude or malicious comments of the 


great or little vulgar, 


In the face of day, and before a congre- : 
gation of all the inhabitants of the country 


round, ſhe was united in the holy bands 


of matrimony to her beloved Dorimond, and 
proved by her choice the ſuperiority of 
her underſtanding, and that elevation of 
ſentiment which had, during the whole of 


her actions, diſtinguiſhed her ſo far above 


the light and trivial part of her ſex. 


Dorimond 
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Dorimond being thus raiſed by Eliza into 
a ſituation of grandeur and magnificence, 
the latent powers of a great ſoul expanded 
themſelves in ſuch a reſpectable manner, 
that he ſoon became revered, as one of 
the beſt and moſt accompliſhed gentlemen 
of the age. 


A numerous progeny of fine children 
have bleſſed the nuptials of the happieſt 
pair that ever exiſted, and Dorimond and 
Eliza are now the delightful theme of 
' gratitude and applauſe, in conſequence of 
their wonderful benevolence to the poor, 
and the ſplendid, elegant, and W 
courſe of their lives. 


CHAP, 
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ADVENTURES OF SIR JOSEPH DINGLE, AND 
| HIS MAID MARY. - 


Character of Sir Foſeph. 


JP EIS gentleman was an old bachelor, 
and the only remaining progeny of 

an ancient and decayed family. After he 
had collected together the ſhattered pro- 
perty of his fore-fathers, and had diſpoſed 
of it to the beſt advantage, he could realize 
and ſecure to himſelf no more than one 
hundred and fifty pounds a year. In 
| conſequence of this ſmall pittance to ſup- 
port his rank in the world, he retired to a 
little tenement upon the banks of the 
Severn, and for ſome time lived the life of 
a perſon who, from his misfortunes and 
diſappointments, was out of temper with 
mankind. But his good ſenſe ſoon recon- 
ciled him to his ſituation, and he found 
Vol. I. - © real 


- 
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real gratifications in turning his mind to 
the enjoyment of rural pleaſures, to take 
place of his former diſturbed contempla- 


tions upon the ruin of his family, and his 


own loſs, in particular, of a ſplendid and 


elevated ſtile of life. — He was, from his 


youth, a great admirer of the country, and 
he now gave himſelf up entirely to the 
conſideration of the works of Nature, and 
has publiſhed ſome traits upon her beau- 
ties, which have gained him much credit, 
and do him infinite honour. 


In this retirement he betook unto himſelf 

a ſhort ſtiff- made cherry cheeked girl, who 
being of a docile diſpoſition, proved a 
very faithful ſervant; and anſwered all 
the purpoſes of a more numerous houſe- 
hold, in the management of his affairs. — 
She was Sir Foſeph's only domeſtic com- 
panion, and her name was Mary. 


The 
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The Knight himſelf was as. tall and as 
ſtriking a figure as ever trod the ground. — 
Added to the dignity of his perſon, he 
poſſeſſed an elevation of ſoul ſo ſuperior 
to the vulgar comments upon his retreat, 
and his ſingular manner of life with his 
maid Mary, that he never deigned to liſten 
to the idle ſuggeſtions of the ſimple part 


of the neighbourhood upon his conduct, 
nor the malicious ſtrokes of ſatire that 


were levelled at him from the eye of 
ſcandal, in conſequence of his ſeeming 
attachment toan illiterate young woman. 


Mary boiled the Knight's pot, cooked his 
meat, waſhed his linen, cleaned his ſhoes, 
made his bed, and ſcrubbed his back. — 
This being the whole Sir Foſeph required 
of her, it was mighty well, and a very 
harmleſs piece of buſineſs on all ſides « of 
the queſtion. 


C 2 Nut- 
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Notwithſtanding the many reports that 
were induſtriouſly ſpread to the injury of 
the Knight's character as a man prone to 
amorous exploits, which had no exiſtence 
but in the brains of his calumniators, he 
was daring enough to be ſo far himſelf, 
and to ſet ſuch ridiculous rumours at an 
utter defiance, as, abſolutely, to form a 
plan, and to put it in execution, of a walk 
with his maid Mary to the river Wye, in 
Herefordſhire, in order to enjoy the plea- 
ſures of fly:fiſhing in perfection, which he was 
remarkably fond of ; and he really went 
with her, and with her alone, upon this 
never-before-attempted expedition. — 


The incidentsattending this new ſcheme 
bf a gentleman's travels form the following 


ſhort hiſtory of his adventures, 
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SIR JOSEPH SETS OUT UPON HIS ADVENTURES 
WITH HIS MAID MARY, AFOOT. 


E“ RL V in a fine ſerene morning, Sir 

Foſepk was obſerved, by the village 
ruſtics, ſtalking along on his intended tour, 
with his angle-rod in his hand, and his 
maid Mary trudging after him, with her 
petticoats tucked 0 to the middle of her 
legs. 


Contempt and indignation ſat upon the 
brow of the Angit as he paſt the hinds, 
and a happy mixture of pleaſure and 
temerity ſhone in the ruddy countenance 
of his attendant. 


The rumour ſoon ſpreading through 
the village of the Knight's advance upon his 
meditated exploits, afforded thoſe notable 
animadverſions upon ſuch a novelle piece 
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of buſineſs, which might be expected at all 
the tea tables in the neighbourhood. 


A wherry paſſing down the Severn and 
ſtopping to take in goods at a wharf, 
upon which were walking a group of 
females, whoſe natural curioſity led them 


to look at the directions, a parcel was 
eſpied, very inattentively made up, di- 
rected to Sir Fofeph Dingle, Knight and 
Baronet, to be forwarded to a certain place 
in his rout. —Inthis parcel were diſcovered, 
by the prying liberties the ladies took 
with it, (and what will not ladies pry 
into?) a pair of Sr Joſeth's breeches, and 
one of Marys petticoats, moſt lovingly 
compreſſed together. 


I his circumſtance, as it conveyed many 
ludicrous ideas into the minds of the fair- 
ones, was a wonderful ſource of laugh and 


ridicule at the uncommon mode of the 


Knght's expedition, and eſpecially at the 
negligent 


— 
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negligent manner of his conſigning to the 
care of the wherry-man, for the future- 
accommodation of himſelf and his maid - 
Mary, THE SACRED DEPOSITE IN QUESTION. 


CH A FP. VII 


INCIDENTS ATTENDING THE KNIGHT'S 
PROGRESS. 


HILE the-circumſtances as deſcribed 

in the preceding chapter, were the 
ſubjet of much mirth and entertainment 
among the inhabitants of the village, Sir 
Foſeph was proceeding over the hills and 
through the dales towards the county of 
Hereford with great delight, and his maid 
Mary trotted after him with no leſs * 
of pleaſure and alacrity. 


| They ſometimes met, indeed, with a 
1 few trifling intruſions from the ſtare and 
remarks of the ruſtics in their way, which 


n. Sir Feſepl's temper, but which his 
+” 8 , 
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' maid Mary minded no more than the croak- 
ing of frogs, or the cawing of rooks and 


das, and always returned their ſalutes in 


their own ſtyle; —or, according to the good 
old maxim, ſhe * paid them in kind.“ 


It muſt be obſerved, before we proceed 
any farther upon this extraordinary ſtory, 
that although the Knight, in reality, totally 
deſpiſed, as before-mentioned, all the ſpe- 
culators, be they whomſoever they would, 
upon his conduct, or the manner of his 
purſuits, yet he was of ſuch an haughty 
and iraſcible ſpirit, that the leaſt token of 


prying into his affairs, or of perſonal ridi- 


cule or affront, threw him into the moſt 
violent heats of paſſion; which he ſeldom 
failed to expreſs in the language of a man 
of a ſuperior and dignified character. 


What made the Knight ſtill more remark- 
able, and liable to obſervation in his pre- 
ſent way of travelling, was his dreſs; the 


molt 
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moſt ſtriking part of which conſiſted of an 
old laced hat, a tarniſhed laced waiſtcoat, 
a threadbare green coat, and deep fringed . 
ruffles: ſo that after he had got through 
the little rubs and difficulties above-men- 

tioned, he encountered worſe, and more 
dangerous ones, as he advanced among the 
people, and became in a greater degree 
the object of ſpeculation. 


* his arrival at a ſmall town, which 
happening to be in the Whitſun holydays, 
when moſt of the inhabitants were divert- 
ing themſelves with the rural paſtimes of 
the ſeaſon, they flocked after the Knight and 
his maid Mary to an inn in a very trouble- 
ſome and tumultuous manner. — The 
Landlord of the houſe miſtook Sir Foſeph 
for a principal actor in a deſpicable com- 
pany of ſtrolling players expected: and 
with the leer of contemptuous civility, he 
intimated to the Knight, that his barn was 
prepared for his reception. 


C5 Sir 
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Sir Jog taking fire at this inglorious 
inſinuation, ordered the Landlord, in the 
tone of princely authority, to ſhew him 
the beſt room in his houſe; and he walked 
after the aſtoniſhed vintner, with the ſtep 
of majeſty in his deportment, while the 
family, and the people that crouded into 
the kitchen, declared, with one voice, that 
they never faw ſuch a fine player in their 
lives. . 


„Sir,“ ſaid the enraged Anght to the 
Landlord, on his entering a parlour, © you 
are totally miſtaken in my character, and 
elevated ſituation.” — * I am,” continued 
Sir Foſeph, in a high ſtrain of rant, a 
7 Knight and Baronet of the realm! — My 
family has produced more heroes to adorn 
and ſerve their country, than any other 
in the kingdom, and I can prove to you, 
from the firſt authority, the genuine out- 
lines of my pedigree; and that I am 


ſprung in direct and collateral lines from 
| the 
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the ancient Cæſars of Rome !— Begone !” 
exclaimed the Enight, with. prodigious 
emphaſis, * and ſend me immediately 
ſome ALE, and ſome Etc6s anD Bacon.!!!” 


Sir Joſeph's horror at being taken for a 
ſtrolling player having produced the above 
unguarded ſpeech, drew him into more 
embarraſſments, inſtead of relieving him 
from any farther difficulties —Inſtead of 
over-awing the hoſt and the people, by ſuch 
lofty language, and creating among them 
that reſpe&t and veneration for his cha- 
racter which he intended, his proceedings, 
upon this occaſion, had the exact contrary 

effect; for the vintner, being {till under 
the influence of his firſt ideas of Sir Foſeph, 
and perceiving his maid Mary, during the 
Knght's rant, to be untucking her petti- 
coats, and knocking the dirt out of ker 
{hoes, initantly concluded, that the ſpeech 
which he had heard, and which he by no 
means underſtood, vas a fine oration out 
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of the fineſt tragedy in the world, and he 
left the Knight, with the greateſt alacrity, 


and gave orders for his accommodation in 


the aforeſaid barn, and ſent him his eggs 


and bacon in a trice. 


The circumſtance of the eggs and bacon 
being tacked to the end of a noble ſpeci- 
men of the Knight's talents for declama- 
tion, was ſo like the concluding banquet 
of a buſkined hero, after his majeſtic 
exploits upon the ſage, that it confirmed 
the whole houſe in the notions the Land- 
lord had entertained of the Knight ; and 
they waited, with the greateſt impatience, 
for farther and more aſtoniſhing inſtances 
of his tragic powers, in his expected exhi- 
bition in the barn. | 


A crazy platform having been erected 
at one end of this noble theatre, with a 
couple of blankets ſkewered together by 
way of a curtain in front, old tottering 

benches, 
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benches, ſtools and broken-backed chairs, 
were placed in rows in an inſtant of time, 
by the eager Landlord, and his ſtill more 
eager aſſiſtants ; ſo that an elegant pit was 
formed for the reception of genteel company, 
long ere the Aght had ſmoked a pipe or 

two of tobacco, after his having enjoyed 
his repaſt with his maid Mary of the afore- 
named eggs and bacon. | 


Every thing being prepared in the com- 
pleteſt ſtyle for theatrical performances, but 
no more of the expected company of 
ſtrolling players arriving, the Landlord was 
preſſed on all ſides to go to the Aght, and 
to inform him that as the company in 
waiting might be deprived of the aſſiſtance 
of the reſt of his actors this day, they 
nevertheleſs inſiſted upon his ſtepping into 
the barn, and entertaining them 1 in the 
beſt manner he was able. | 


The 
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The Landlord, however, thinking it pru- 
dent to wreſtle with the impatience of the 


company, told them, that as the player 


was ſmoking his pipe, and ſeemed ſome- 
what fatigued by his morning's walk, it 
would be unfair and cruel to preſs upon 
him until he had ſufficiently recruited his 
ſpirits, and found himſelf diſpoſed to 
gratify their deſires. 


During this interval, which was unani- 
mouſly agreed to, notice was given by a 
crier in the ſtreets, that part of a play 
would be performed exactly at ſix o'clock, 
by a principal actor and adreſs of the 
famous company of comedians that was 
expected in town, and that with great 
pains and labour the theatre at the Red 
Lion was made ready for the accommo- 
dation of ladies and gentlemen. - | 


Front ſeats 6d. — Back ſeats 3d. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. IX. 


THE KNIGHT'S EXPLOITS ON HIS BEING TAKEN 


FOR A STROLLING PLAYER. 


p* E time ſpecified by the cryer being 

arrived, and company filling the 
barn, a meſſage was ſent by the Landlord 
to Sir Foſeph, acquainting him, that he 


was expected immediately to perform. 


The Knight being rouſed in this rude 


manner from his pipe, and the contem- 


plation of his happy proſpects of enjoying 
unmoleſted the pleaſures of fly-fiſhing, 


was enraged to a degree of madneſs, and 


threatened to knock the Landlord down if 
he did not inſtantly quit the room. 


The landlord knowing he had got a 
numerous hoſt of friends to back him, and 
ſtill continuing to take the Kght for a 
ſtrolling player, peremptorily told Sir 


Foſeph, 
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Foſeph, in his turn, that it would be the 
worſt day's work he ever did in his life, to 
offer any violence to him; that he regarded 
his threats not of a pin, and that if he did 
not go upon the ſtage directly, he would 
fetch thoſe that would make him. 


„Who will make me, you vile ſcoundrel?” 
exclaimed the Knight, ſeizing the Landlord 
by the collar, where are the heroes that 
dare attempt to inſult me? Shew them 
me, you infamous ſlave! cried Sir Foſeph, 
MOT the fellow out of the room. 


an Sir Joſeph's maid Mary was of 


an undaunted ſpirit, as a woman, and 


would battle exceedingly well with the com- 
mon inſults of the ruſtics upon the road, 


yet ſhe retained ſo much of her ſex in her 
compoſition, as to be greatly terrified 
80 this ee occaſion. 


She 
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She flew after the Knight and the Land- 
lord acroſs the yard to the barn—ſhe laid 
faſt hold of the ſkirts of her maſter's clothes, 
juſt as the Landlord was uſhering him upon 
the ſtage, and in the moſt piteous lamen- 
tations of affright, ſhe begged, for God's 
ſake, he would not riſk his perſon * 
ſuch a ſet of ag 


The barn taking theſe exclamations for 
the firſt part of their entertainment, and 
imagining it muſt be a moſt dreadful 
tragedy, that could have ſuch a horrid 
beginning, fat with the mute attention of 


people amazed and thunderſtruck. 


The Landlord getting himſelf releaſed 
out of the hands of Sir Foſeph, through the 
interference of the Knight's maid Mary, 
ſuddenly ſnatched down the blankets at 
the front of the ſtage, and vaniſhed out of 
ſight, like a man bereft of his ſenſes. 


+ Ceaſe 
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Ceaſe that clamorous tongue,” ex 
claimed the Knight, as he advanced upon 
the ſtage, with Mary hanging upon his 
ſkirts. — © Let go your audacious hold. — 
How dare you oppoſe your feeble efforts 
againſt my determined reſolution to cha- 
ſtiſe the inſolence of a hoſt of armed men? 
Not the moſt horrid ſavages upon earth 
{hall have it in their power to ſay that 
Sir Joſep Dingle was ever appalled at the 
moſt frightful and tremendous hazards !— 
Were the ancient Goths and Vandals to 
riſe up againſt me with all the horrors of 
death and bloodſhed upon their dreadful 
countenances, I would face them without 
fear or trepidation ! 


„Oh! honour ! honour ! honour! thou 
ſublime gift from Jupiter above! if ever 
I ſully the luſtre of thy glory by receding 
from any enterprize that might give a 
ſuperadded fire to thy brilliant rays, may 


thunderbolts ſtrike me into atoms ! ! FE 
A loud 


_ 
a 
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A loud clap of applauſe from Sir Joſeph's 
audience in the pit immediately engaged 
his attention to his ſituation; a circum- 
ſtance which he had not obſerved before, 
in conſequence of the ſilence of the barn, 
and his fury being ſolely addreſſed to his 
maid; — but no ſooner did he caſt a view 
upon the people, than with one jerk he 


ſent the poor girl to the farther end of the 


ſtage, and flew to the front of it with the 
marks of a madman upon his viſage. 


*« Who are you? —What are you?“ — 
roared the Knight, that are gathered 
together in that deſpicable hole? Where 
are the redoubted heroes that have pre- 
ſumed to treat a Knight and Baronet of 
the realm with ſuch unbounded inſolence 
and contempt?” 


A ſecond thundering plaudit being the 
only anſwer the Knight received, he 
exclaimed with infinite agitation : — 

b « Ye 
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it you that ſent the audacious meſſage ? 
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{+ Ye gracious powers above, ſprinkle 
upon me ſome ſmall portion of your 
patience — I ſee that I have been trapped 
by my own im petuoſity into the very 
ſituation I meant to avoid — IL am here 
ſeeking for my revenge -I am here, I now 
perceive, upon a paltry ſtage, raiſed for 


the exhibitions of jugglers, tumblers, and 
ſtrolling players, and before a parcel of 


hobnail clowns, and vulgar clodpolls.” 


A clamorous haſs Immediately 4 
ing this ſpeech, the Knight inſtantaneouſly 
rouſed himſelf up to his elevated notions 
of the dignity of his character. 


„Ha!“ exclaimed Sir Joſeph, with the 
fire of true courage darting from his eyes, 


and in an attitude that might appal the 


devil himſelf— 
Slaves, continued the Knight, was 


Was 
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Was it you that commanded Sir Foſeph 

Dingle to perform before you in the cha- 
racer of a ſtrolling player? — Infamous 
mongrels! Mixed and contaminated brood 
of the many- headed mob! — Shall a Knight 
and Baronet of the realm contend with 
the refuſe of ſociety? With ſenſeleſs 
hinds and drunken mechanics! — Oh! 
horrible! horrible! horrible!“ 


The Knght's ſtrange language and frantic 
manner, turned the people's anger at his 
abuſe into merriment, which they teſtified 
by a loud and contemptuous laugh. 


Inglorious ſons of the earth,” exclaimed 
Sir Foſeph, am I fallen ſo low as to 
become an object of ridicule and mirth to 
you? Know ye not, ye rude and unletter- 
ed clowns, the reſpe&t due to rank and 
dignity of character? — To that elevated 
and diſtinguiſhed light in which a Baronet 
is viewed by the nobles and princes of 
your 
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your country ? — Kings and emperors 
enrobed in ermine, and with the ſparkling 
diadem beaming from their anointed 
heads, have caſt a glory upon the illuſtrious 
title, too ſacred to be prophaned by your 
unhallowed breaths. 


 **. Knighthood, ye illiterate cubs,” con- 
tinued Sir Joſeph, was inſtituted by your 
Edwards, your Henrys, and the mightieſt 
of your monarchs of old, as a mark fixed 
upon glorious deeds, valiant achievements, 
and military exploits. — It is an honour 
flowing from the unpolluted fount of 
majeſty. —The King, your gracious and 
illuſtrious ſovereign, (whom -heaven pre- 
ſerve to bleſs his ſubjects,) draws his glit- 
tering ſword, and waving it over the head 
of the kneeling obje& of his approbation, 
the perſon ſo diſtinguiſhed riſes up a 
Knight, a redoubted hero, and a moſt 
magnanimous aſſerter of the x1GaTs or Hs 


PRINCE, and the FREEDOM OF H1S PEOPLE!“ 
A very 
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A very ref pectful plaudit following Sir 
Foſeph's laſt obſervation, he continued: 


The rights of the prince and the 
freedom of the people are inſeparably one 
and the ſame thing. The ſovereign reigns 
but to ſecure to his ſubjects their liberty, 
and his people ſupport their monarch in 
all the dignities of his awful ſituation as 
their FATHER, their guardian angel, and 
the demi-god whom they look up to for 
their protection againſt the machinations 
of bad men, turbulent and deſtructive 
factions, and all thoſe dreadful misfortunes 
| which licentiouſneſs would draw upon their 
country. We obey our prince that he 
may be empowered to ſupport the realm 
in a juſt equilibrium; — for when the 
King fails for want of our ſupport, both 
the King and his ſubjects fall into one 
undiſtinguiſhed maſs of anarchy and con- 
fuſion. While blood-ſuckers and knaves 
prey upon the vitals of the empire, or {he 


0 
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becomes a valſal province to ſome foreign 


tyrant.“ 


Sir Foſeph's audience not well under- 
ſtanding where the Anight was now wander- 


ing, kept a profound lence at the Cloſe of 


the above ſpeech. 


i» Ha ' exclaimed Sir Foſeph, *© are 
your heads ſo thick that you don't under- 
ſtand me? Is not King George the Third 
the FATHER of his people? Is he not the 


bleſſed ſovereign to whom you look up 


for protection againſt bad men? Has he 


not diſtinguiſhed himſelf above all the 
princes of the earth, for his peculiar love 


and eſteem for his ſubjects? —Ha!” ex- 


claimed Sir Joſeph, will you not join 


with me in the praiſe of ſo loving and ſo 
beloved a monarch, whom all the enlight- 
ened nations of the globe venerate and 
admire for his ſupereminent and godlike 
virtues,” 


The 
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The ſound of our ſovereign's name, like 
a divine ſtream of heavenly muſic, raiſed 
the paſſions of Sir Foſeph's audience, in 
- favour of their Prince, and the Anght him- 
ſelf, to ſuch a rapturous degree, that they 
Joined Sir Foſeph in the loudeſt huzzas 
that ever were heard in the country, and 
they clapped the hero of theſe exploits, as 
he made his exit from before them, with 
all the warmth of affection, joy, exultation, 
and praiſe. 


o * 


* 


e 


CONFUSION OF TONGUES UPON THE KNIGHT'S 
REAL CHARACTER. 


8 IR Foſeph having paid for his eggs and 
bacon, and his ale, to a ſervant, juſt 
before the Landlord appeared in the parlour 
to conduct him upon the ſtage, he now 
ſallied forth with ſuch renovated vigour 
Vol. I. D on 
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on his expedition, that he was got out of 
town, and conſiderably on his way, before 
his audience in the barn could reconcile 
their ideas to Sir Foſeph's being, as he had 
given out, really a Amght, or that he was 
to appear before them again, and continue 
to act the part of a Anzght and Baronet of 


the realm as a player. 


= This kedfeation and confub on of opinions, 

was at length put an end to by a meſſage 
from ſome caſual obſervers in the yard, 
and about the doors of the barn, that the 
| actor and adreſs were fled, like a couple 
of furies, the devil himſelf could not tell 


where. 


| Upon this intelligence the barn was 

empty in a trice, and many of the auguſt 
aſſembly were diſpatched ſeveral ways to 
gain information of the Knight's progrels ; 
but after waiting ſome time, and no ſatis- 
factory account being received, they agreed, 


unant- 


e TT. 


unanimorfly, to convert the money col- 
lected for their entertainment in the barn 
to an immediate feſtival in the houſe, - in 
honour of the Ning and the Knight; and a 

hearty diſplay of loyalty cloſed the ſcene. 
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THE KNIGHT'S UNDAUNTED RESOLUTION 
TO PURSUE HIS ADVENTURES. 


| 8 IR Joſeph retained ſo much of the 

fſpirit of Quixotiſm in his compoſition, 
as may be gathered from the preceding 
chapters, that obſtacles in his way only 
ſerved to invigorate his mind, and to hurry 
him into greater hazards and contentions. 


His rude reception and inglorious treat- 
ment at the laſt tavern, inſtead of deterring 
him from proſecuting the arduous taſk 
which he had undertaken, ſtimulated him 
= ns 
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to farther acts of hoſtility, in caſe he ſhould 
be oppoſed or inſulted, in conſequence of 
the mode which he had adopted to carry 
his plan of fly-fiſhing into execution. 


Upon his getting rid of his audience in 
the barn, through the courageous manner 
in which he had conducted himſelf in ſuch 
an alarming ſituation, and had ſo ſuddenly 
quitted the place, purely from the prin- 
ciple of the moſt ineffable contempt for 
the aſſembly, he ſtalked with ſuch an haſty 
indignant ſtep along the ſtreet towards the 
road which was to lead him ſtill farther on 
his intended progreſs, that no obſervers, 
had there been any, durſt have offered 
the-leaſt token of offence to him, or his 
maid Mary, who ran after her maſter with 
all the ſymptoms of affright and confuſion 
in her countenance. 


As ſoon as Sir Foſeph had hurried on at 
a great rate a mile or two upon the road, 
| | and 
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and his paſſions had cooled by degrees, as 
the ſcene about him became calm and 
quiet, his maid Mary began to expoſtulate 
with him on the dangers which he had 
providentially eſcaped, and thoſe which he 
was running himſelf into, by his perſiſting 
to carry his ſcheme into execution againſt 
all the oppoſition to it which he muſt ine- 
vitably encounter, as he advanced among 
greater crouds and more deſperate and 
determined antagoniſts. 


She fell upon her knees, and begged of 
him, as he valued his precious life, that 
he would turn immediately back, and, by 
avoiding the town he had left, conduct 
her and himſelf ſafe home, and poſtpone 
his journey till he could deviſe a more 
proper and leſs hazardous way of travelling. 


To theſe natural and pathetic obſer- 
vations of his maid Mary, Sir Foſeph replied 
in the following words: — 
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What is it I am doing, you frighted 
creature? Am I guilty of any crime in 
taking a walk with you as my ſervant 
maid, through any country, or wherever 
I pleaſe, to enjoy my diverſions, and to 
have you ready at hand to adminiſter 
thoſe comforts to me which I ſhould want 
without you? hate the thought of my 
conſigning myſelfto the mercenary care of 
innkeepers, and impertinent lackeys, who 
would ſee, and impoſe upon me, ſooner 
than indulge me in my humour, or offer the 
leaſt relief to my diſtreſſes, if any calamities 
of ſickneſs, or caſual misfortunes, or accidents 


were to happen to me.—I mean, when 1 


have got to a ſtation, where I can amuſe 
myſelf with my angle-rod, to take two 
lodging rooms, a parlour, and the uſe of a 
kitchen for you to cook in, and to prepare 
every thing for the accommodation of my 
table, and to be as much out of the way 
of any body elſe as I was at home. — What 
ſervice would a man-ſervant be of tome in 

this 
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this caſe? He would be only to me an 
expence and trouble, without the leaſt 
benefit reſulting from his attendance; T, 
therefore, ſtill hold it as the moſt daſtardly . 
piece of cowardice to deſiſt from my enter- 
priſe, whatever rude and unmannered 
ſlaves may do to obſtruct my paſſage upon 
the Toad, or through the moſt populous 
and ſplendid cities. — But if you, con- 
tinued the Knight, are really ſo terrified 
at the miſchiefs which you apprehend, as 
to hope for no happineſs or pleaſure in 
accompanying me any farther, I wall, at 
the next inn, put you into a poſt chaiſe, 
and ſend you ſafe back to my cottage upon 
the banks of the Severn, and purſue my 
expedition alone, whatever inconveniences 
and diſtreſſes I may be involved in, with- 
out you.“ 3 


The poor, faithful girl, burſting into 
tears, declared that ſhe would rather die 
than leave him, and ſhe conſented to pro- 
ceed with him upon his perilousundertaking. 

k "= CHAP. 


80 FLIGHTS OF 


. XII. 


THE KNIGHT PROCEEDS UPON HIS EXPEDI- 
TION.— HIS EXPLOITS ON BEING TAKEN 
FOR A MOUNTEBANK AND A BULLY. 


8 IR Foſeph proceeded with much re- 

covering tranquillity of mind, through 
a delightful country, until he arrived at a 
village about five miles from the laſt tur- 
bulent ſcene. 


On his entrance he was ſuddenly ſur- 
rounded by a hoſt of ruſtics that were 
diverting themſelves with a clodpoll, who 
had mounted a ſtage, and had been exer- 
ciſing his talents of grinning, making hor- 
rid faces, and other ridiculous geſticulations 
of his body. 


As this lout was only a temporary buf- 
foon, encouraged by ſome wags to expoſe 
himſelf to the deriſion of the populace, 


until aQuack . whom they expected, 
{hould 
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| ſhould arrive, Sir Foſeph, on his appearance, 
was inſtantaneouſly taken for the great 
perſonage in queſtion. 


A loud clamour of huzzas accompanied 
the Knght and his maid Mary, as they 
ruſhed into a public houſe" oppoſite the 
Rage, in the ſtreet, and the poor con- 
temptible mimic, above deſcribed, was 
immediately pelted off his elevated ſitu- 
ation, with dirt and rotten apples. 


The Knmght, on his being conducted 
into a parlour, demanded with much 
auſterity of aſpect, what was going for- 
ward in the ſtreet, and why he had been 
ſaluted with ſo much ſtinking breath, and 
ſuch an uproar of hideous ſounds ? | 


To theſe imperious queſtions the Waiter 
replied, that the people had been all the 
afternoon in expectation of a Mountebank 
Doctor, and that, conceiving his honour 

os to 
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to be the perſon, they had only expreſſed 
their joy upon the occaſion of his arrival, 
without intending the leaſt inſult to him 
or his occupation. 


A Mountebank Doctor, you dog,” 
exclaimed the Mnigit, I'll mountebank 
doctor you with a vengeance, if you don't 
get out of the room and keep the rabble 
away.” 


The Waiter fled with the utmoſt pre- 
cipitation, and told his. maſter, that the 
gentleman, he believed, was a devil, inſtead 
of a Doctor; while Sir Joſeph rang the bell 


with the greateſt fury, and his maid Mary 
reaſſumed her original vivacity of deport- 


ment. 


The Landlord haſtening to the call of 


the bell, Sir Joſeph peremptorily ordered 


him to bring ſome pipes, and a bottle of 
His beſt Herefordſhire cider, and on his 
peril, 
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peril, to prevent the leaſt interruption to 
his enjoyment of the fame, and his in- 


tended repoſe during the n 


The Landlord not perfeatly reconciling 
to himſelf Sir Foſepls lofty language and 
demeanour, with the appearance of his 
maid Mary, whom he took to be nothing 
better than a trull of a companion to a 
ſwaggering bully, diſcovered ſome ſhrewd 
ſigns of heſi itation, with reſpect to any 
accommodation of beds, but very readily 
conſented to the demand of the 7 and 


the bottle of cider. | 


Theſe neceſſary articles being imme- 
diately ſent to the Amght, he ſoon recruited 
his ſpirits, as alſo his maid Mary's, with a 
potent and delicious beverage, aſter the 
toils and adventures of the day, to ſuch a 
reanimating warmth of vigour and reſo- 


lution, that he was determined to carry his 


7 of fleeping 1 in the houſe to which he 
* 
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had arrived, ſhould a legion of nana 


ſtand in his way, and attempt to interrupt 
his paſſage to his repoſe. 


The Knight having finiſhed his bottle, 
rang the bell for another, and ordered the 
Waiter, upon his ſeeming intention of 
executing his commands, to prepare him 
ſome veal cutlets for his ſupper, and to 
ſend in the chambermaid, to ſhew the 
ſervant he had with him two of the beſt 
lodging rooms in the houſe, in order that 
ſhe might ſee to the airing of the ſheets, 
and every other neceſſary convenience for 
the accommodation of a gentleman. 


A gentleman, forſooth!” ſaid the 
Landlord. —** A gentleman, indeed!” ſaid 
his Wife. —** A gentleman, in God's name!” 
ſaid his Daughter. — A pretty ſort of a 
{* gentleman, to be ſure,” ſaid the Cham- 
bermaid, to think that I will ſhew ſuch a 
ſorry impudent-looking jade as he has got 

with 
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with bin two of the beſt t lodging rooms 
in the houſe: . 


« And to think of the inſolence of the 
| tawdry old fellow,” ſaid the Daughter, * to 
doubt of his beds being properly aired, if 
he had any thing like a gentleman i in his 
appearance. 


« No, no, no,” ſaid the Landlord, he 
is exactly what I took him for at firſt.— 
He is ſome ſtrolling bully, who means to 
face us out of our property by domineer- 

ing threats, and a boiſterous diſplay of 
falſe courage. : 


Ay, and perhaps to rob our houſe 
into the bargain,” ſaid the Wife—** "There- 
fore My. Bottombottle, to make ſhoxt of the 
matter, as you are a man, and my huſband, 
I defire you will tell him to walk off im- 
mediately, and to take himſelf and his 
trull to Mother Brown s, who entertains all 

{orts 
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ſorts of trumpery at her latl and plafter 
tenement, at the end of the town, where 


it is written upon an old rotten board, 
LODGINGS FOR TRAVELLERS.” 


A loud "IM of applauſe at the motion, 
was the conſequence | of theſe ſagacious 
obſervations, and the Landlord went upon 
his embaſſy with the fury of a lion in his 
countenance. 


Although Sir Foſeph may be juſtly ſtiled 
an old bachelor, yet he had not quite 
reached his fiftieth year, and he was, 
moreover, as ſtout and athletic a perſonage, 
as the good and famous Earl of Kent, who 
followed the broken fortunes of King Lear, 
in the capacity of a ſervant, in diſguiſe; 
and exerciſed ſome noble feats of proweſs 
in the defence of his inſulted, and cruelly- 
treated maſter. He was, likewiſe, poſſeſſed 
of as much true courage as that redoubted 
hero, together with the ſame degree of im- 
petuoſity 
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; petuoſity of temper ; which the reader will 
readily aſſent to, from the preceding 
account of his actions. 


as the Landord 8 rudely entering the 
parlour where he ſat, waiting for his 
ſecond bottle of cider, he aroſe, and haſtliy 
demanded the cauſe of ſuch an unwarranted 
intruſion, and why his commands, which 
he had ſent by the Waiter, had not been 
complied with ? 


The Landlord, with the moſt audacious 
inſolence imaginable, declared to the Kinght, 
that ſo far from entertaining ſuch a couple 
of vagabonds with beds at his houſe, he 
would not ſuffer his ſervants to draw him 
a pint of ſmall beer, and that, as it was 
now growing late, he would only con- 
deſcend to inform him, that he might get 
lodgings good enough for him and his trull 
at the end of the town, where they took 
ſuch ſort of people for two-pence a-piece. 

1 
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The Vugit, burning with rage and in- 
dignation, while the Landlord advanced 
towards him with the above abominable 
language, knocked the caitiff down on the 
inſtant of his concluding recommendation; 
and, ſeizing him by the collar, upon his 
getting up again, he whirled the fellow 
round the room, with ſuch a ſuperior | 
degree of ſtrength, that the man was 
unable to avail himſelf of the leaſt reſiſt- 
ance, by any efforts he could make in his 


defence. 


Upon the Knight's driving the poor 
devil againſt the wall, with his hand preſſed 
upon his throat, and threatening him with 


immediate perdition, he piteouſly called 


out for mercy, while his hair ſtood bolt 
- upright, and the horrors of inſtant execu- 
tion ſat upon his viſage. 


Sir Foſeph having thus overpowered his 


boaſtful antagoniſt, the violence of his rage 


changed 
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changed itſelf into contempt; ; and as the 
fellow, upon his releaſe, flew towards the 
door, the Knight gave him ſuch a monſtrous 
kick upon the breech, as ſent him ſprawl- 
ing upon the floor, to the farther end of 
the kitchen — a notable example of the 
ASS IN THE LIONS SKIN ! 


As the Landlord was a notorious imper- 
tinent fellow, his preſent defeat and chaſ- 
tiſement was a matter of triumph to the 
company in the houſe ; and he could get 
no one to aſſiſt him to turn Sir Feſeph out, 
nor to eſpouſe his cauſe. — They all 
declared that he had often deſerved a good 
_ thraſhing, and now that he had got one; 
they adviſed him to reſt himſelf content, 
to obey the gentleman's commands, and 


to treat his cuſtomers with more * 
for the future. 


The Engliſh, and particularly the com- 
mon people, are ſo pleaſed with bold and 


gallant 
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gallant actions, that Sir Jeſepis exploit 
upon this occaſion had ſuch an effect upon 
the minds of the populace about the pre- 
miſes, that, inſtead of their now conſider- 
ing him as i Mountebank, they looked upon 
hum as an hero; and the deſpiſed chap- 
fallen Landlord was obliged to ſculk out of 
the way, while his ſaucy family were com- 
pelled to accommodate the Anight with 
every thing which he had demanded. 


Ee. XIII. 


SIR JOSEPH'S EXEMPLARY MODERATION UPON 
THE DEFEAT OF HIS ANTAGONIST. 


TI E Puglt during the evening, and 

the plaudits in the houſe, in his 
favour, conducted himſelf with the moder- 
ation of a brave man upon the fall of his 


enemy. — 7 his authority and command 
over 
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over the paſſions of the company, he pre- 
vented them, in the height of their reſent- 
ment, from offering any violence to the 
innkeeper or his family; for they would 
have hauled the Landlord from his lurking 
hole, and have thrown him into a horſe- 
pond, and, have taken his wife toa ducking 
ſtool, if Sir Foſeph had diſcovered the 
ſmalleſt tokens of his approbation to any 
farther puniſhment than that which he 
himſelf had inflicted upon the hoſt, as the 
principal and only offender worthy notice. 


Although the Anght very graciouſly 
refuſed to ſpend the evening with the peo- 
ple, he heard every thing that paſt among 
them, and oft-times joined them, for the 
purpoſe above ſpecified. — Upon theſe 
occaſions, the Knight, with the commanding 
voice and manner of a ſenator, loudly 

called them to order, and they obeyed 

him with the greateſt deferenceand reſpect; 
but ſuch was the conſequence of his 
harangues 


— 
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|harangues to them to keep the peace, that 
as ſoon as he had retired to his room, they 

ſaw the affront offered to ſuch a noble and 
| forgiving character in a more flagrant light, 
than that in which they had beheld it at 
the time it happened, and burſt into freſh 
tumults and miſchievous reſolutions to 
avenge the cauſe of an inſulted. demi-god, 
by making it their own. 


Theſe violent intentions broke out 
ſeveral times, and they were as frequently 
prevented from being put into execution, 
by the manly interference of the Knight ; 
who, with a princely interceſſion in fa- 
vour of the perſons who had treated him 
with ſuch intolerable and unexampled 
inſolence, and which gave riſe to the moſt 
arduous of his enterpriſes during the day, 
he faved the family from the blind and 
terrible vengeance of an incenſed mob. 


The 
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The giddy paſſions of the multitude are 
reſtrained by no conſiderations of law, 
when they are inflamed by the miſtaken 
rectitude of the heart; and many head- 
long crimes would have been committed, 
had the hero of theſe adventures been a 
common character, and prone to the mean 
triumphs of ſuch a deſpicable paltroon as 
he had been taken for. 


Upon the people's diſperſing he cheered 
the trembling family, who had prepared 
every thing for his accommodation, and 
who were now the moſt ſubmiſſive crea- 
tures in the world, by an aſſurance that 
no violence ſhould be offered to them on 
his account ; and he, and his maid Mary, 
betook themſelves unto their beds, to enjoy 
that repoſe from their toils and adventures, 

which was ſo abſolutely neceſſary for the 

recovery of their ſpirits, and the renova- 
tion of their powers. 


CHAP. 
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THE KNIGHT ASCENDS A MOUNTEBANEK's 
STAGE — HARANGUES THE, POPULACE — 
AND DEPARTS IN TRIUMPH, 


\TOTWITHSTANDING Sir Foſeph 

did not at all reliſh the idea of any 
farther concerns with the people of the 
place where he flept, yet he could not 
reconcile it to the goodneſs of his heart, 


to leave the houſe before he ſhould be 
convinced that the populace were entirely 
appeaſed, and that they would not reſume 
their deſigns to commit any outrages on 


his behalf. 


For this purpoſe he did not ariſe at his 
uſual early hour in the morning, but in- 
dulged himſelf in his bed until nine o'clock ; 
when he found the houſe ſurrounded by 
a concourſe of people who were waiting 
for his appearance, in order to teſtify 

their 
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their zeal in his cauſe, upon his departure, 
by breaking all the Landlord' $ windows. 


The Knight being informed, as foon as 
he came down, of what was apprehended, 
he ordered the terrified Landlord, and his 
family, to ſend for the moſt reſpectable of 
the pariſh officers, and in the mean time, 
to give notice to the multitude, that he 
would mount the ſtage in the ſtreet, when 
he had breakfaſted, and ſpeak to them 
from thence upon the occaſion. 


Although there may "a ſome trifling 
inconſiſtency in the Knight's character, on 
his paying ſuch a deference to the com- 
mon people, upon this occaſion, when he 
had all along held them in ſuch contempt, 
yet where is the man to be found who 1s 
proof againſt popularity, and the making 
even the very dregs of ſociety of the 
greateſt conſequence, upon receiving their 


idiot ſhouts of applauſe ? 
| Sir 
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Sir Joſeph, while he drank his tea in the 
parlour, felt the loud clamour of praiſe to 
him in the ſtreet, and, upon the arrival of 
two pariſh officers, he mounted the ſtage 
between them with that triumph of the 
heart, which none but a miſanthrope, or 


2 cynic, but muſt feel, upon ſo honeſt, and 


ſuch an honourable cauſe as he had under- 
taken — The prevention of the rude and 
thoughtleſs violences of an inflamed mul- 


titude. 


As the Anght aſcended the ſtage with 
the pariſh officers, and was preparing him- 
ſelf to addreſs the people, the air rung with 
their acclammations.— Upon his waving 
his hand, in token of his defire to 
be heard, they gradually ceaſed from their 
clamour, and, at length, ſunk into a pro- 
found filence ; while the officers ſtood on 


each fide of him, with a ſtupid ſtare of 


aſtoniſhment, to hear what he was going 
to ſay! 


Friends 


Us ha i 5 & g7* 
Friends and countrymen,” exclaimed 
the Knight, * many of you, I make no 
doubt, were witneſſes to the egregious 
\ affront offered to me by the Landlord of 
'the adjoining public houſe, yeſterday 
evening; and that the reſt of you who are 
aſſembled here, have, I ſuppoſe, been in- 
formed, by the witneſſes to the tranſaction, 
of the whole affair. — I feel myſelf very 
much diſpoſed to return my moſt grateful 
thanks to the company that eſpouſed my 
cauſe laſt night, and to congratulate the 
ſame company upon its encreaſing ſtrength 
in ſuch a numerous and reſpectable ad- 
dition to it on my behalf. —But, at the 
ſame time that Iam ſo very much inclined 
to make an oration in praiſe of your inde- 
pendent and unſolicited zeal on my account, 
as an utter ſtranger among you, yet it 
would ill become me, as a gentleman and 
a man of honour, by dwelling too much 
upon the grateful ſenſe I have of your 
eſteem, to ſtir you up to any acts of 
Vob-& E violence 
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an againſt the people who offended 
me, and who, I now declare to you, have 
made me every conceſſion in their power.” 
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© D—n their conceſſion!“ cried one. 
© D—ntheir conceſſion!“ cried another. 
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They have only done that from their 
fears! cried a third They would treat 
the next ſtranger as they have done the 
gentleman, if they could get any — to 
back them!“ exclaimed a fourth. 
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He's the moſt inſolent raſcal of a 
Landlord in the world, and I wonder we 
have borne with his ſaucy tongue, ſo long 
as we have,” cried a fiſth. 


s 


„Break his windows!” cried a ſixth.— 
Break his windows! d—n him, break his 
windows! reſounded in one continued 
reiterated uproar through the croud, until 
the loud voice, and commanding attitudes 
| 1 of 
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of the Knight drew the people's attention 
to himſelf, and put a ſtop to their miſ- 
chievous deſign. 1 


To what headlong violences,“ exclaimed 
Sir Foſeph, * is your miſtaken. and idiot 
fury urging you? Know ye what you do? 
 — Have I not paid you every neceſſary 
compliment in return for your zeal in my 
favour ?—Have I not informed you of the 
ſubmiſſion of the Landlord, and his family; 
and that I am perfectly ſatisfied with the 
ſame? — To what, then, can your farther 
interference in the affair tend to, but that 
of tranſgreſſing the ſacred laws of your 
country, by committing a riot againſt my 
particular and repeated remonſtrances and 
oppoſition. — If you have any regard for 
me, will you ſhew it by a proceeding ſo 
exactly contrary to my wiſhes? — I have 
pledged my honour to the people of the 
houſe, that no violence {hall be offered to 
them on my account.—-I have continued 
| E. 2 here, 
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here, this morning, three hours longer 
"than I ſhould have done, entirely for the 
purpoſe of preventing the wanton ven- 


geance, which was muſtering up among 
you, from falling upon their devoted 
heads; and I will ſacrifice my life in the 
generous cauſe which I have undertaken! 
I will deſcend,” continued the Knight, 
with . aſtoniſhing ſpirit, * and ſeize the 
firſt villain by the throat, who ſhall dare 
to take up a ſtone, or lift up a finger, in 
token of any diſobedience to the laws—to 
the orders of theſe ** yea-forſooth” pariſh 
officers—or to my commands to you to 


keep the peace.” 
The Knight's bold words, and the reſo- 


lute manner in which he uttered them, 
turned the rapid tide of the people's paſ- 
ſions, into a calm conſideration of the caſe ; 
and, after a pauſe, and a confuſed whiſ- 


pering among them, of ſome length, they 
| Juddenly burſt into freſh plaudits to the 


Knight, 
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| Knight, and declared, in a general outcry, 
that, at his repeated deſire, they would 

neither break the Landlord's windows, nor 
hurt 0 one hair upon his head. 


e We wont break the Landlord's windows, 
we wont hurt a hair of his head!” was the 


cry, while Str Foſeph bowed, and deſcended 
from the ſtage. 


The Knight having paid his bill as he 
ſat at breakfaſt, darted through the croud, 
with his nead Mary at his heels, and was 

followe&*vy the multitude, and their 
huzzas, until he had proceeded two miles 
more upon his expedition. 


— 


An extenſive heath giving Sir Foſeph an 
opportunity of making an attempt to ex- 
tricate himſelf from his troubleſome and 
vociferous retinue, he aſcended a mount in 

the middle of it ; ànd; waving his hat, in 


a wide ſemicircle, and bending his bod 


E 3 towards 
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towards the ground, he made an obeiſance 
to the people, upon ſo large a ſcale, that 
it cauſed them to ſtop and be ſilent. 


On his retiring, and repeat ing his bows, 
the people underſtood what he meant. — 
They took the hint—gave another ſhout— 
ſuffered the Knight and his maid Mary to 
depart—and returned to their Whitſun 
gambols, without any farther miſchief in 
their heads. | 


— — Ot. 
r . 


4 


_— 
— 


THE KNIGHT ARRIVES AT A LARGE TOWN.— 
HIS EXPLOITS ON BEING TAKEN FOR THE 
TRUMPETER TO A COLLECTION OF WILD 
BEASTS. T 

NOTHING happened to Sir Joſeph 

| and his maid Mary, in their progreſs 


during thi: day, except ſome trifling flirts 
flung at them from the occaſional obfervers 
$55», ä 
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as they paſt. They dined at a decent 
hedge alehouſe upon the road, and arrived 
at a conſiderable town about ſix o oak in 
the evening. D 


On their entrance; they immediately 
became objects of the greateſt attention.— 

The Kaight was taken for the gentleman 
uſher to a collection of wild beaſts, which 
was to be exhibited the next morning, in 
a carriage that ſtood in one of the prin- 
cipal ſtreets; and his maid Mary was looked 
upon as the great perfonag®” who, in an 
elevated ſite in front, receives the caſh. 


„Walk in, walk in, and ſee the lions!” 
was the general cry as the indignant Knight 
paſt with haſty ſteps towards the inn where 
he intended to take up his abede until 
the next morning. 


Upon his advance into the hall of one 
of the moſt reſpectable public houſes in 
E 4 the 
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the town, and callmg loudly for a „ 
he received no other anſwer but an im- 
pertinent ſtare of ſurpriſe at ſuch an ex- 
traordinary preſumption in a gueſt, who 
had nothing but a weather-beaten dreſs, 
and a common-looking girl, to recom- 
mend him to any thing like the particular 
attention he ſeemed to demand. 


The MAnghts impetuoſity taking fire at 
the contempt with which he was treated, 
he ſuddenly burſt open the door of a par- 
lour, and ſet t clamorous ringing of the 
bell with his wonted reſolution. 


This violent proceeding immediately 
raiſed the houſe into an uproar of con- 
fuſion, 


„Who the devil is come now?“ was 
the cry among the family, while the Amght's 
maid Mary addreſſed herſelf to ſhare the 


fate of her beloved maſter 1 in any attack 
which 
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which might be levelled at à man, who 
had given her ſo many proofs of his bra- 
very, and whoſe ſpirited conduct, upon 
this occaſion, was ſufficient to rouſe the 
moſt timid part of the female race to 
hoſtile acts in defence of what they fo 
much admire — The courage and magna- 
nimity of an inſulted hero. 1 


The Hoſt, and his family, with part of 
the Knight's followers through the ſtreets, 
ruſhed into the parlour after him, to ſee 
what ſort of a devil he would prove, who 
called for attendance in ſuch a furious 


manner. 


Upon their appearance before Sir Joſeph, 
he exclaimed, in a haughty tone of voice, 
What means this inſolent intruſion? 
Who are ye, that ſo rudely preſs upon my 
privacy? Is not this a public houſe? 
Have I not a right, asa traveller, to occupy 
any room in it not pre-engaged? Have 
25 e _—_ 
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I not a right to keep it to myſelf, and to my 
attendant, as ſacred to me and my affairs, 
as any part of my own houſe, ſo long as I 

pay for every thing I call for, and make 
my reſi dence profitable to the Hoſt ? 
Whet®” is the Landlord? Why does he 
ſuffer ſuch an outrage to be offered to a 
reſpectable gueſt and a gentleman? 
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The Hoſt ſtepping forward, ſaid to the 
Knight, I am, Sir, the Landlord, and I 
am ready to acknowledge that my houſe is 
open, as you very juſtly remark, to the 
accommodation of gentlemen and ref pect- 
able gueſts; but I muſt take the liberty to 
inform you. that, unleſs I was extremely 
cautious, in the way I conducted myſelf, 
reſpecting what ſort of gueſts J entertain, 
I ſhould not only loſe my buſineſs, as a 
principal innkeeper of the town, but, by 
paying the leaſt regard to the commands 
of a perſon of your appearance, and fo 
meanly and ſuſpiciouſly attended as you 
are, 
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are, I ſhould have my licence taken from 
me, by the magiſtrates, as the hanbourer of 
vagrants; and, therefore, I deſire you to 
_ out of my houſe — 


As there was a — deal of unth a in aha 
Landlord's remarks, the Knight's countenance 
began to change from the ferocity it boxe, 
when the people crouded in upon him, to 
a milder aſpet, and he would have 

calmly expoſtulated with the Hoſt upon 
the ſubject, had he not been fo abruptly 

deſired to get out of the houſe as a vaga- 
bond; but that injurious intimation, to- 
gether with the peoples burſting into freſſi 
inſults, in calling out, Walk in, gentle- 
men, walk in, and ſee the lions!” threw 
Sir Foſeph into a tumult of the paſſions, 
which raged like the fretted ocean, attacked 
by the rude and imperious winds. 


Hell! and the furies!” exclaimed the | 
Knight, * what unexampled inſolence 


does 
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does the ſimple manner in which I chuſe 
to travel expoſe me! — Know ye, to your 
utter confuſion, ye rude and audacious 
miſcreants, that I am a Kmght and Baronet 
of the realm !—that I am making an excur- 
ſion, on foot, with my maid ſervant, be- 
cauſe it is my will ſo to do — and now 
that I am got into this room, I ſhall look 
upon it as my caſtle, and I will knock the 
inſt man down that may attempt to offer 
me the leaſt violence ! 


«A Knight and. Baronet of the realm!” 
accompanied with a loud farcaſtic laugh, 
was the return made to Sir Foſeph's declara- 
tion. A pretty ſort of a Knight truly! — 
Smoke his dreſs! — Smoke his maid ſer- 
vant! Heisnothing but the trumpeter to 
he wild beaſts in town. — Turn him out! 
Landlord ! Turn him out!“ was the cry 
Jof the populace at the door, and well 
dub him a Kught and Baronet of the 
tealm with a witneſs!” 
| Sir 
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Kr Joſepl placing himſelf in an attitude 
of defence, upon this alarming ſituation 
which he had got into, in conſequence of 
his ſtill perſevering in his reſolution to 


continue his mode of travelling, againſt 


every oppoſition, and to make his quarters 
good upon all occaſions ; plunged the 
Landlord headlon g among the croud, upon 
his attempting to ſeize him by the collar, 
and drove the whole gang out of the 
room, by his ſuperior addreſs, ſtrength, 
and a repetition of his blows, which he 
levelled, indiſcriminately, at every anta- 
goniſt, who was daring enough to contend 
with his wrath. = 


As there are many inſta nces upon record, 
of a ſingle perſon's appalling a multitude, 


when an hero, like the preſent one, op- 


| poſed their boiſterous proceedings with a 
ſtriking exertion of  magnanimity, the 


people, upon this occaſion, were thunder- 
ſtruck at the Knight's valour.— They, in- 


ſtantaneouſly 
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ſtantanebuſiy, faw their error repented 
their violence as ſuddenly — and, in a 
placid kind of conſultation among them- 
ſelves in the ſtreet, they concluded, that 
whether he was a trumpcter or not, he 
was a d—d fine fellow; and they left the 
Landlord to ſettle the affair as he might 
think proper, without any farther inter- 
ference from them, except their hovering 
about the premiſes to ſee the iſſue. 


The Might maintaining his ground, by 
a ſtill greater clamour of the bell, the 
Landlord thought fit to fend to him a 
waiter, and to ſupply him with pipes, and 
a bottle of cider, which Sir Foſeph demand- 
ed, with the as! thn of a an incenſed hero in 


rormance. 


Nee even Don Dunk. himſelf, diſphyed 
more extravagant tokens of a determined 
reſolution to ſupport the dignity of his 
character, after he had been beſet by hoſts 

3 n of 
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of aſſailants, than did the Knight, upon his 
taking up a pipe, and ſtalking about the 
room, to the great entertainment of his 
obſervers at the windows; whoſe crouded 
and riſible joles diſcovered: how greatly 
they were ſurpriſed at, and delighted with, 
the fire which raged in his indignant 


boſom, and burſt, in aſtoniſhing flaſhes, 


from his piercing eyes. 


The tumult of Sir Foſept's paſſions ſub- 
ſiding by degrees, he caſt a look upon the 
queer faces at the windows, and burſt 
into a loud laugh at his ridiculous ſituation; 
which was accompanied by a ſhout from 


the people. 


Upon a wafture of his hand, and a bow, 
they retired to a more reſpectful diſtance 3. 
and the Knight ſat himſelf down, in a ludi- 
crous kind of compoſure, to the enjoyment 
of his pipe and his cider, while his maid 
Mary, like another Hebe, adminiſtered the 

goblets 
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goblets to her Jove, with the ſmiles of 
pleaſure and adoration. 5 


The Landlord, in the mean time, con- 
ſidering his reputation as ruined, ſhould he 
fit down contented with the mortifying 
repulſe he had met with from the Knight, 
on his endeavouring to turn a couple of 
people out, whom he ſtill conceived to be 
perſons of no better a deſcription, than the 
ſtrolling attendants upon wild beaſts, or 
ſomething worſe, immediately ſent for a 
conſtable, and prevailed upon this dreadful 
executor of the laws, to get a warrant 
from a juſtice of the peace to take them 
up, and carry them before the magiſtrate, 
as reſolute and dangerous vagrants. | 


The jultice readily granting the war- 
rant upon the ſtrength of the good cha- 
racter the Landlord bore, as a man parti- 
cularly ſtudious to ſupport the credit of his 
houſe, the 9 appeared a ſecond 


time 
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time before Sir Foſeph, with the officer at ; 


his heels, and with a ſarcaſtic grin at the 


 kvuight, and a triumphant leer upon the 


conſtable, he aſked our hero if his bottle 
was out, or whether he choſe another? 


| « Aye, in God's name,“ ſaid the Knight, 


raiſing himſelf up, as ſuſpecting there was 
ſomething more in the matter, from the 


manner of this addreſs, than the trifling 


circumſtance of the bottle of cider, ** that 
I do,” continued the Aught, © another, and 


another, as alſo a good ſupper, and good 


beds for me and my ſervant to ſleep in.” 


Won't one bed do for you?” ſaid the 
Landlord in the moſt provoking ironical 
way.—** We have very large beds in this 
houſe, and I dare ſay you can make ſhift 
to lie together for once; your maid ſervant, 
as you call her, is a freſh healthy looking 
little jade, and I am confident ſhe will 
have no objection to my propoſal, unleſs 


I could 
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F could gain your conſent to furniſh her 
with a younger man. —But that ſhe, no 
doubt, oſttimes effects herſelf, in good- 
natured bye jobs, done for her in her own 
ſtyle, and to her heart's content, after your, 
God help me! attempts to pleaſe her!” 


To teaze her, you mean,” ſaid the 
Conſtable, with the moſt infulting laugh 
of deriſion. 


„Who are you, you faucy fellow?“ 
faid the Knight to the officer What 
buſmeſs have you here?” exclaimed the 
Knight, in the moſt my tone imagin- 
Able. 


I Il let you know my buſineſs, very 
fhortly, ſaid the Conſtable, with all the 
importance of his office ſeated upon his 


« He 
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« He is only a friend of mine,“ ſaid the 
Landlord, ** whom I have called in to ſettle 
this affair betwixt' you and myſelf. 3 


„What friend? you ſneering raſcal,” 
interrupted the Knight, get out of the 
room, and let me have no more of your 
impertinence, or III kick you out.“ 


«4 Don't be ſo haſty,” ſaid the Landlord, 
+ we ſhall cool your eeurage, I w 
you, in a very little time.” 
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Cool my courage!” exclaimed the 
Knight, What do you mean by that ?— 
Away, away, I command ye, or I'll ſend 
you both to the devil.” 


« No, no;” faid the Landlord: con- 
tinuing his ironical manner of expreſſing 


himſelf, © we expect better fortune, than 
to be ſent to the devil; — we only mein” 
by our impertinent intruſion upon the 

Privacy, 
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prevacy, I think you call it, of fo great a 
perſonage, as you would make us believe 
you are, to have a little confabulation with 
you upon the ſubjet.—Pray what do you 
think of us now?” ſaid the Landlord, 
bluntly ſeating himſelf upon a chair, while 
the Conſtable took another. 


« I think you a couple of the moſt 
inſolent ſcoundrels I ever met with,” 
exclaimed the Xzght, opening the parlour 
door, and addreſſing himſelf to turn them 
out. | : 


« Dor? t ſcrike me. 1 the Land- 
lord, riſing There is law to be had, in 
this country, for ſuch offences; and I have. 

money, .and a hearty good will to back it, 
upon this occaſion, I aſſure you.” 


Il not be inſulted in this manner,” 
rejoined Sir Joſeph, though the jaws of 
hell were e open, and all the infernals at 

$7 hand, 


— 
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hand, and ready to plunge me into ever- 
laſting perdition ! FE IE 


WG We I put you tothe trial, . each 
the Conſtable, ſtamping his foot vehe- 
mently upon the floor; when three ſtout 
bludgeon-armed thief-takers ruſhed into 
the room, and attempted to ſecure or 


_m_ 


The Knight's rage, upon this violence, 
ſtrung his nerves to the ſtrength of the 
Nemean Lion's; and with a hand as pow- 
erful as that noble animal's claws, he 
ſnatched a bludgeon from one of his oppo- 
nents, and laid about him with it in ſuch 
an efficacious manner, that his aſſailants 
were obliged to quit the field of battle, 
aſter ſuſtaining much loſs of blood, iſſuing 
in plentiful ſtreams from their broken 
heads, without leaving any material marks 
of their own proweſs upon Sir Foſeph. 


Such 
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Such extraordinary inſtances of courage, 
as hath been previoufly remarked, will 
always gain the hearts of the common 
people of this country; ſo that in conſe- 
quence of the Mug s ſecond exertion of 
his powers, before the ſpectators, who till 
continued to hover about the premiſes, 
and who were witneſſes through the win- 
dows to the preſent tranſaction, he had 
the pleaſure to hear a plaudit in his praiſe, 
that made the heavens refound with 
their ſhouts. 


The conſtable and his bloodhounds were 

hiſſed through the ſtreet, as they ran moſt 

Juſtily away, to tell their lamentable tale 
to the Juſtice; and the clever, ſprightly, 
ſneering .Landlord found himſelf under the 

cruel neceſſity of turning his jokes upon 

the Anight, to an immediate ſupply of 
+ another, and another bottle of cider,” 
which he had demanded, as alſo an elegant 
cold collation for his ſupper. 


CHAP. 
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4 CURIOUS CONFERENCE-BETWE ENA JUSTICE 
A CONSTABLE -—— THREE 'CATCHPOLIS 
— TWO LADIES——AND A renn 


f U 0 N the Conſtable. 1 his is 
f broken pated vagrant hunters, ap- 
pearing before the Magiſtrate, Who wWas 
ſitting with his wife and daughter, in a 
ſpacious hall next his garden, enjoying the 
cool and refreſhing delights of a fine 
evening, a loud burſt.of laughter was the 
reception this famous ſet of heroes met with 
from the Juſtice, while his wife and 
daughter trembled at the fight of the blood, 
and the rueful figures the poor devils cut, 
as they ſtood in an attitude of confuſj jon, 
ba and abaſement. 


As EN as the Magiſtrate could recover 
his breath, from his violent fits of laughter, 
and ng the muſcles of his face into any 

reſemblance 


1 
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Anse of a preſerver of the peace, 
he, in broken accents, which were fre- 
quently interrupted by his glances at the 
ludicrous * of the men, exclaimed; 


« What the pla gue is the matter now? 
Who has made this havock among you, 
that you look ſo * chapfallen and 


amazed?” | | 

We don't know who he i is,” ſaid the 
Conſtable, quite dejected, he may be 
the devil for ought I know; — for on our 
attempting to take him | UP, according to 
| your orders and warrant for the purpoſe, 
he ſnatched a bludgeon out of the hands 
of the ſtrongeſt of theſe my aſſiſtants, and 
beat us out of the room with it in a mi- 
nute, (to our ſhame be it ſpoken,) and 
the croud about the "houſe ſeemed ſo 
[ogy pleaſed with our defeat, that we 
were glad to eſcape from among them 
with. our lives.” 


% Zounds! 
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% Zounds!” exclaimed the Juſtice, 
What, one man beat you all! and with 
your own weapons! 


Its very true, and pleaſe your wor⸗ 
{hip,” ſaid the . 


« A terrible fellow, indeed!“ ſaid the 
Wife. $5 


« Oh! a prince of a man!” ſaid the 
Daughter. — Oh! a fine, fine fellow, I 
warrant him!” ſaid the Daughter. 


„ Heyday! where are you galloping, 
Miſs Pert?“ ſaid the Juſtice — I ſhall 


have him run away with you!“ ſaid the 
Juſtice. 


« Na” ſaid the Conſtable, 6 he is ack 
too old for the lady. 8 


* 


vol. I. ee I am 
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Jam ſorry for that,” ſaid the 
Daughter. 


An old man beat you, do you ſay wy 
exclaimed the Juſtice. *<* Monſtrous! how 
could that be??? 23.5; hn a7 


- 6 He appears to be about fifty years of 


age, at leaſt,” ſaid the Conſtable. 


But he is as ſtrong as a lion, and pleaſe 
your worſhip,” ſaid the Catchpolls, for 
we could make no'more reſiſtance againſt 
his blows, than as how we had been juſt 


| thnde aver 


© Three calves, indeed !” ſaid the Juſtice. 


1 have known men of his age do 


wonders!” ſaid the Wife. 


« He can't bs more than five and 


twenty! ſaid the Daughter, Oh! how 


charming 
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charming a fellow he muſt be!” ſaid the 
Daughter ;—do invite him to ſupper, papa, 
— I ſhould be glad, of all things in the 
world, to ſee ſuch a god-like man!” 


„Hold your prating,” ſaid the Juſtice 
to his Daughter, bleſs me! what a fine 
thing it is, in the eyes offilly girls, for a 
bravo to maul civil officers, and beat his 
_ followers. — But pray, Mr. Conſtable,” 
continued the Magiſtrate, © how did you 
execute your office? — Did not you ſhew 
this god-like man” your warrant before 
you proceeded to lay hands on him? 


„Why, therein I believe I was a little 
out,” faid the Conſtable ; — *< but the 
Landlord, over-rejoiced at his getting 
a warrant to take up a perſon who had 
treated him with contempt, and had 
turned him, and many others out of the 
room, upon a former occaſon, prevailed 
upon me to let him exerciſe a little of his 
F 2 fun, 


2 


* 
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Fun, as he called it, upon the man, be- 
fore I ſhowed him my warrant— ſo 
that this d——d fun throwing the 
e charming fellow,” as Miſs calls him, 
into a ſudden, and moſt dreadful paſ- 
fon, I had no time to exhibit my war- 
rant, before we were all beaten, and 
banged, and kicked out of the parlour. 
— * To be ſure,” continued the Con- 
ſtable, ** I thought, as ſoon as I had 
got into the ſtreet, of challenging the 
people to aſſiſt me in the execution of 
my office; but I found from their laugh- 
ing, hiſſing, and ſhouts of deriſion at 
me and my broken-headed companions, 
that I might as well give orders to the 
tempeſts to be quiet and attend to my 
commands, as to think of ſuch a thing; 
and I was very glad to get out of the 
way, as I ſaid before, and to acquaint 
your worſhip, which I have faithfully 
done, with the whole tranſaction.” 


« Pl 


rr nee 

® Tl be curſed,” exclaimed the Ma- 
giſtrate, if I don't now begin to ſuſ- 
pect that there is ſomething more in this 
man, than I conceived of him, from 
the Landlord's wanting to get rid of 
him as a vagrant — that the Hoſt, like an 
idiot, has miſtaken his character — and 
that I ſhould have been drawn into a 
ſcrape myſelf, by my granting a war- 
rant to take up a perſon upon the 
mere word of a fool, had it not been 
for another fool, as great as himſelf, 
who, ſo egregiouſly, has miſtaken his 
duty, as a peace officer, in his not hav- 
ing produced his warrant in a ſerious 
manner to a ſuppoſed offender, previ- 
ouſly to any attempt to deride or ſe- 
cure him.” 


I own my error,” ſaid the Conſta- 
ble, and aſk your worſhip's pardon.” 


3. Give 
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„Give me the warrant back,” ſaid 
the Juſtice— your not having made 
the proper uſe of it exculpates the per- 
ſons againſt whom it was iſſued from 
any contempt of my commands, as a 
Magiſtrate—and as for your defeat and 
broken pates, you may thank your mif- 
conduct for ſuch diſtinguiſhed marks of 
honour, which you have received from 
a man whom you aſſaulted, without, 


firſt of all, diſcovering your authority: 


for ſuch violence.— Go wait in the next 
room, Mr. Conſtable, and fend my clerk. 
for the Landlord—and you, meſſieurs 
Catchpolls, march with your triumphal 
ſcars into the kitchen; and get the 
wenches to mop the blood from your 
clotted curls—it will be rare ſport to 
them to execute, and a very neceſſary 


operation for you to undergo.” 
« Lord!” faid his Lady to the Juſ- 


tice, upon the departure of the Con- 


ſtable, 


1NFLATUS. 127 
ſable, and his forlorn-looking attendants, 
„Whatever miſtake the Conſtable may 
have committed in the execution of his 
office, you are too ſevere, indeed you 
are, upon the poor fellows, in ſending 
them among the women in the kitchen — 
why, they'll make ſuch work with them, 
that the houſe will ring again with 
their mopping and clouting the miſe- 
rable creatures, when they ſhall under- 
ſtand, which they certainly will do, that 
you have ſeemed to warrant ſuch a 
N , 5 


= Plague take them all together, 
ſaid the Magiſtrate, — © I ſhould not 
mind if the girls' were to do as much 
for me,— for I really begin to think E 
deferve ſome mortifying treatment my- 
ſelf, for being fo eaſily led into the 
granting of a warrant,, upon fuch a 
ſight foundation as a meſſage from a 

fool of a Landlord.” 
Ea. « Why, 
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Why, my dear,” faid the Lady, 
** you have always conceived a high opi- 
nion of the man, from the decorum 
he has conſtantly maintained in his 
houſe.” | 


80 I have,” ſaid the Juſtice, © but 

from my partiality to him, upon for- 
mer occaſions, I am convinced of his 
having quite over-ſhot the mark upon 
this.” 


«I am entirely of your opinion, pa- 
pa,” ſaid the daughter“ do ſend for 
the gentleman to ſupper, and make it 
up with him yourſelf.” 2. 


Ha! ha! ha! How eager you are, 
you Minx,” ſaid the Juſtice, * like 
all your ſex, to behold a mighty 
conqueror, who can knock down twen- 
ty aſſailants at a blow, and eat them 
afterwards; but my character is not 
at ſtake in the preſent buſineſs — my 

warrant 


i 
| 
| 
3 
* 
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warrant has not been ſerved, and there- 
fore, I ſhall trouble myſelf no further 
with the matter, than, by an examina- 
tion of the Landlord, learn the parti- 
culars of this extraordinary event, and 
take ſuch meaſures in conſequence of 
it as I may think Proper, in order to 
ſecure the peace and quiet of the town, 
and to prevent any further hoſtilities at 


the Inn.” 


Upon the cloſe of this determination 
of the Juſtice, the Landlord entered 
the hall, with the Conſtable, and deli- 
vered to the Magiſtrate a minute ac- 
count of all the tranſactions of the eve- 
ning, as previouſly ſet forth; together 
with the Knight's having prevented. any 
riot upon the occaſion, through his ge- 
nerous efforts to diſperſe the croud 
about his houſe, which had been crown- 
ed with ſucceſs; and that he now be- 


lieved him to be ſome God in diſguiſe, 


„ inſtead 


and his being reſolved, at the ſame time, 
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inſtead of a ſtroller or a vagabond and 
hoped the Juſtice: would excuſe him for 


having given him ſo mneh. * 
trouble. 


The Magiſtrate, aſter laughing And 


at the Landlord and the Conſtable, diſ- 


miſſed them, and called for his ſupper. 


e H AP. XVI. 


CONCLUSION OY THE KNIGHT'S ADVENTURES. | 
SIN Foſeph's fame ſpreading very faſt 

through the town, and the neigh- 
bourhood, in conſequence. of his exploits 
at the. inn, againſt ſuch a terrible oppo- 
ſition to his perſevering in his ſcheme 
of compleating his walk with his maid 
Mary, to the banks. of the river Wye, 


to 
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to force his way as a gentleman, in ſucli 
a ſuſpicious mode of travelling, he was, by 
this time, conſidered as no contemptible 
hero in romance, and ſuffered to pur- 
ſue his pleaſures without any * mo- 
leſtation. | 


X. 


He had every attention paid to him 
during the evening, by his nom moſt reſ- 
pectful Hoſt, and obtained from him the 
moſt civil and minute information, with 
regard to a ſmall village, ſituated in a 
Dingle by the ſide of the above-men- 
tioned river, where he intended to take 
up his reſidence, for the purpoſe of ex- 
erciſing his talents in fly-fiiſhing. 


After a quiet night's reſt from his fa- 
tigues, he aroſe with the ſun the next 
morning, and got to the place of his 
deſtination, before the aſtoniſhed. people 
of the town could prepare themſelves 


to take a view of ſuch an extraordinary 
character 
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character upon his departure. He 
found no difficulties in furniſhing him- 
ſelf with rooms to his with, he met 
with that reſpect which was due to his 
intrinſic worth.— He ſoon became the 
ſubject of general admiration, for his 
bold and ſpirited conduct — and his maid 
Mary did not loſe her portion of praiſe 


for her ; fidelcty.. 


CHAP. 


INFLATUS: 133. 


C HAF. XVIIL 
FLIGHTS, &c. OF INFLATUS, AMONG THE 
CELEBRATED SCENES AND RESORTS OF - 
HAGLEY AND THE LEASOWES. 55 


Extraordinary perſon and character of Inflatus. | | 


MAN who travels, rambles, or 
makes an excurſion in ſearch of 
characters or adventures, ſhould be a 
perſon who, by his intereſt, peculiar 
turn of mind, or ſingular conſtruction 
of his features, can excite curioſity where- 
ever he goes; and gain admittance into 
all companies. — 


Now it ſo happens with me, that Iam 
the very reverſe of Sir Foſeph Dingle 
in point of dignity of perſon, though 
full as remarkable on the other ſide of 
the queſtion. — As to the turns of our 
minds, I am ſtill more diſtinguiſhed for 
accommodating myſelf to the folly, ill- 
manners, or impudence of mankind, 

than 


— ö . ,,, 
1 , 
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than he was for his ndiguation and vi- 
olence,. upon all occaſions of inſult or 
oppoſition ; and am more. prone. to. wage 
the war of words with my adverſaries, 
than the dreadful one of blows or bro- 
ken heads; and am of all the creatures 


in the world, the moſt harmleſs and in- 
oſfenſwe thing imaginable. 


In this account of my peaceful diſpo- 


ſition, the reader will acquit me of any 
ſpark of cowardice; ſince I venture to 


go abroad; and mix myſelf with all ſorts 


of people, indiſcriminately, when it is 
impoſſible for me to ſhew myſelf to my 
moſt intimate friends, without exciting 
their laughter at my moſt ſin gular fi- 
gure and appearance. 


There is ſomething ſo unconquerably 
abfard in the lines of my face, that I 
have not been able to look at it in my 
glafs for twenty years paſt, without ſtrain- 
ing my Wes with convulſions of merri- 

g | ment 
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ment and, contempt ;. notwithſtanding, .. I. 
have endeavoured to cover as much of 
it: as I could with my hair. — My body 
is of ſuch an untoward.. ſhape, that no 
coat could ever be made to; fit. it, though-, 
I have employed the beſt: taylors in Eng- 
land, to exert the utmoſt of their abi- 
lities to bring it into ſomething like the 
figure of a human being. But in miti- 
gation of the ſport which Nature has 
made with my face and the ſhape of 
my body, ſhe has given me a good pair 
of bandy legs, and a ſtrong conſtitu- 
tion, which ſupport me through the 
greateſt exertions in my favourite exer- 
ciſe of walking :— And as it were, to 
make me ſtill more amends for the 
above mortifying diſadvantages, the God- 
deſs has cauſed, as before intimated, 
my perſonal deformity to excite mirth 
and gaiety in the ſpectators, without 
the leaſt allay or token of diſguſt :— 
And what is more extraordinary. than 
all the reſt, T am a wonderful favou- 

rite 
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rite with the ladies, and can ſay to, 
and do as much for them, as any of the 
fops and coxcombs in their train— for, 
as before ſpecified, I am of all the 
creatures in the world, the moſt harm- 
leſs and inoffenſive thing imaginable. 
Thus in perſon, a finiſhed mark for 
ridicule to point the finger at, I have 
brought my mind to ſuch an even flow 
of temper upon all occaſions, except in 
the wild flights of my imagination, 
that I ventured in the fineſt ſeaſon of 
the ſummer 1789, to ſet out a-foot 
alone, and unattended, towards the diſ- 
tinguiſhed country which offers to the 
view and contemplation of the paſſen- 
ger, thoſe celebrated ſcenes and reſorts 
of Hagley and the Leaſowes; and. was 
ſo charmed with thoſe ſcenes, and the 
incidents and adventures I met with 
among the people, that I am in great 
hopes, the following account of my 
proceedings will be no unacceptable 


treat to the "reader. 
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CH AP. XIX. 


STRANGE AND AFFECTING OCCURRENCES 


IN A WALK TOWARDS. THE LEASOWES. 


JM{PRESSED with a ſtrong deſire 
to make myſelf ſtill more remarka- 


ble as an object of ridicule in this ex- 


pedition, I dreſſed myſelf in a white 


frogged-hole coat, totally out of faſhion 


in its cut and dimenſions— a blue ſatin 
waiſtcoat, a white pair of breeches, and 


black ſilk ſtockin gs. 


Thus accoutred, I ſnatched a fierce. 


cocked hat from a nail in my cham- 
ber, put it upon my head, which I had 
got a barber to ſet off with a very 
long tail, almoſt ſplit my ſides with 


laughing at my own figure, and with 


an antique taſſelled fooliſh-looking cane 
in my hand, I fallied forth in, ſearch 
of adventures. 


I had 


\ 
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I had not proceeded above ſix miles 


upon my way, before I became an 


object of curioſity and delight to a group 
of pretty girls and fine ladies, who 
were frolicking upon a lawn in front 
of an elegant houfe bordering. upon 
Mucklow-hill, at the top of the Lea- 
ſows, and who ſet up a loud laugh at 
me, upon. my Topping, to | ſee. what 
they were about. 


So— faid 1 to . 1 feel the be- 
nefits which will ariſe from my ludi- 


crous dreſs and appearance upon this 


firſt eſſay— I am ſure if I had not 
been an uncommon ſpectacle, I ſhould 
never have arrived to the honour of 
being the erwied ſubjet of mirth and 
ridicule to ſuch a n rn 
of divinities. 


Upon the dbſe- ef this ſelf-congra- 
tulation, I bowed ſeveral times in to- 
ken 


INFLATU 8. 139 


ken of my approbation of the grace ious 
condeſcenſion of the fair-ones, while 
they continued their laugh at me with 
greater violence, until an arch bold bag- 
gage of an attendant ſtepped to the pali- 
ſades, which compoſed a low fence againſt 
the road, and aſked me if I was a fidler. 
I frankly told her I was not a fid- 
ler, but that I could play upen the 
flute, hum a tune, or ſing a ſong; and- 
that if with thoſe qualifications, I could 
be of any uſe in diverting the compa- 
ny, the ladies might command. my ſer- 
vices:— 


During theſe paſſages between the girl 
and me, the whole of this angelic aſſo- 
ciation advanced towards me; and upos 
their ſu - ying me, and finding by my 
humble ſubmiſſions, that I was ready to 
play the buffoon, or to do amy thing to 
pleaſe them, they rejoiced- in their ac 

quiſition, 
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quiſition, opened the gates, and took me 
in rural triumph to a ſeat at the hall 
door.— A jug of ale was immediately 
brought and ſet upon a ſtool before me, 
together with the remains of an excel- 
lent cold rump of beef.— I thought my- 
ſelf exceedingly well treated, and as it was 
by this time one o'clock in the day, and I 


had had a tolerable long walk, before the 


preſent poſture of my affairs, I laid about 
me with the beef and my ale, like a 
ſturdy beggar, and ſaid to myſelf, while 
the company burſt into repeated convul- 
ſions of laughter at my proceedings 
© LET THOSE LAUGH THAT WIN.“ 


By the time I had finiſhed my re- 
paſt and had drank two or three tumb- 


lers of ſtout and reanimating ale, my 


ſpirits became quite alert, and my vi- 
ſage reaſſumed all its amazing powers of 
the caricatura, — but with none of thoſe 

© be extravagant 
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extravagant diſtortions which diſtinguiſh 
ſome of the ſketches and paintings of 
our artiſts upon this ſubject — for ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous in the extreme, yet 
it did not ſhock the ſenſes, nor con- 
vey to the imagination any ludicrous 
ideas beyond the ſtricteſt bounds of 


NATURE. 


On my riſing to pay my acknowledg- 
ments to the charmers for my enter- 
tainment, they were ſo delighted with 
my phiz, that they arranged themſelves 
in battalia in front of me, in order 
to conſider it to advantage, as a phe- 
nomenon they had never before beheld, 
while I ſtood the ſhock of their ſpark- 
ling eyes with a compoſure bordering 
upon inſenſibility — Since I was ſtared 
at as one of the moſt extraordinary 
productions of the African woods, dreſ- 
ſed up for the diverſion of the ſpec- 


tators. They ſeemed to have forgot 
| what 
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what I had faid, or that I had ſpoken 
at all, and, after viewing me in front, 
flank, and rear, for ſome time, they 
made figns to the girl who firſt accoſted 
me, to take me by the hand, and en- 
| Yeavour to lead me through a minuet 
in character of a monkey. 


Now ſuch were the bleſſings which 
the Almighty had ſhowered down upon 
a poor deformed creature, that I could 
not only ſtand this deriſion unſhaken 
and unprovoked, but turn it entirely to 
my own pleaſure and entertainment ; 
for why, thought I, upon this mortify- 
ing occaſion, ſhould I be hurt at expe- 
riencing theſe effects from a cauſe which 
did not originate in me, but in my 
Maker, and for which I am in no 
wiſe accountable. — As to my own ad- 


dition of my whimſical dreſs, I conſi- 
ſidered it as coincident to my ridicu- 


lous frame; and was happy that I had 
hit 
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hit upon ſuch a perfect oonjunction of 
circumſtances to turn myſelf out a fi- 
niſhed piece: For if Nature, thought I, 
has fported with me, why ſhould I 
not make her bluſh''at her on cruelty, 
* W een with: "_ N 


In nnn of this, my ww 
diſpoſition, 1 fell into the humour of 


the company without the leaſt heſita- 
tion or diſturbance of mind, and danced 
Lady Coventry's minuet with the girl, 
and tuned it admirably well with my 
voice, while the whole aſſembly admi- 
niſtered to me the moſt comfortable 
and animating inſtances of their applauſe. 


As foon as my minuet with the girl 

was over, they ordered her to bring a 
German flute ont of a parlour, which be- 
ing put into my hands, they made ſigns 
to me to play a ſprightly dance, which 
. bad agreed upon * themſelves, 


and 


1 
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and which it ſo happened I could ex- 


ecute exceedingly well. — After forming 
themſelves into a ſet of about ſix or 


eight couples upon the green, they ſet 
to, if I may be allowed to make uſe 


of a boxing expreſſion, with ſuch aſto- 


niſhing vivacity and perſeverance, that 


I ſoon found their intention was to 
dance me out of breath, and make ufe 
of my ſurpriſing willingneſs to pleaſe 


them, for the purpoſe of diſtreſſing, tir- 
ing, and defeating the enterprizes of 


ſuch a ridiculous object of their amuſe- 


ment. 


The fooliſh predicament I was now 
in, did not, any more than the for- 
mer ones, at all damp my ſpirits: I 
played the tune with the moſt unre- 
mitting ardour, and perceived that the 
better I played, the more eager they 
were to continue the dance; ſo that 
after going down with it, as it is called, 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral times without the leaſt in- 
termiſſion, they became at length en- 
tirely invincible, and I was obliged to 
give it up, with this conſolation, how- 
ever, that it is GLORIOUS TO BE CONQUER- 
ED BY THE FAIR, | 


And now that they had had as much 
of me as they liked, and were exceed- 
ingly hot, and in great perſpiration from 
their violent exertions in the dance, 
they flew to their chambers to change 
their dreſs, and to prepare themſelves 
for their own dinners; leaving me to 
purſue my adventures, or to do with 
inyſelf whatever I thought proper. 


As I wes making my exit in a man- 
ner as if my feelings were ſomeryhat 
diſtreſſed and diſcompoſed, at being va- 
lued by the ladies only for my figure 
and exploits as a rare, but contemptible 
animal, a divine creature who ſat alone 


Vol. I. "0 in 
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in an alcove at one corner of the green, 
and who had noticed from thence, all 
that had paſt; called to me to turn 
back, as I was retiring through the 
gates, and upon my obeying the ſum- 
mons, ſhe aroſe, took me by the hand, 
placed me by her fide, and burſt into 


tears. 


Ye gracious powers! I exclaimed, can 
I ſuffer, who am ſo deformed, any 
thoughts to enter into my head to make 
myſelf unhappy, when ſuch a celeſtial 
object now before me, ſuch a beautiful 
creature, that ſhe appears the perfect re- 
ſemblance of a Venus, ſeems to be plung- 
ed into all the exceſſes and tranſports 
of the moſt confirmed miſery, notwith- 
ſtanding her amazing perſonal advantages, 
which muſt ſtrike every beholder with 
irreſiſtible love, pleaſure, and admiration. 


The 
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The above obſervations, which ſhe 
heard, raiſed her from her convulſions, 
and ſhe appeared, while I obſerved her 
| recovering emotions, the moſt exquiſite 
compoſition of witchcraft to rouſe the 
tender paſſions that ever was beheld by 
man; and what is more to the honour 
of her powers, ſhe changed the riſi- 
ble and fooliſh features of my face, in- 
to the moſt animated lines of ſenſibi- 
lity and compaſhon.— A transformation 
never before completely wrought, ex- 
cept by Garrick in his own perſon, and 
eſpecially im his wonderful metamor- 
phoſis, and ſtriking and never to be 
forgotten repreſentations of the filly face 
of Abel Drugger, and the ſenſible coun- 
tenance of Hamlet. 


« Good God!“ cried this divine char- 
mer, caſting a haſty look upon my cockæd 
hat, tawdry dreſs, crooked body, and 
Landy legs, what kind of mind muſt 

G 2 you 
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you poſſeſs, that can enable you to ſup- 
port yourſelf under the load of indig- 
nities you muſt bear, and have now ex- 
perienced, in conſequence of your de- 
formed perſon, and your decorating ſuch. 
an ill-favoured ſhape, with ſuch a fan- 
taſtical and ridiculous dreſs?” 


I ſport with Nature, becauſe ſhe 
has ſported with me.— * But pray, Ma- 
dam,“ I ſaid, what kind of mind muſt 
you poſſeſs, who, under all the influ- 
ences of the benign and kindly powers 
of Nature, are the completeſt produc- 
tion of beauty ſhe ever formed, and yet 
you ſeem to be overwhelmed with a load- 
of afflictions? 


Oh ſtrange and unaccountable diſpen- 
ſations of Providence!“ exclaimed the 
angelic form, that your felicity ſhould 
ſpring from ſo poluted a fountain, and 


* miſery ariſe from ſuch an 2 unſpotted 
ſource; 
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ſource; that you, who are framed by 
Nature ſor the diverſion of mankind as 
an ape, ſhould delight yourſelf with your 
deformity, and be happy; and I, who, 
as you ſay, am the very criterion of the 
works of the Goddeſs, to pleaſe, and 
charm the admiring world, ſhould be 
the moſt vretched being upon earth; 
that all your joy and ſprightlineſs of 
temper, {hould be the effect of your be- 
ing an ugly thing, and all my ſorrows 
{ſhould be the reſult of my being what 
you are pleaſed to call me, a beauti- 
ſul creature !” h | 


„There is no cauſe, Madam,” I ſaid, 
for the differences betwixt us but 
what may be ſolved by the nature of 
our different caſes. — I am ſo inſignifi- 
cant an animal, that I cannot ex- 
cite the envy of my cotemporaries, and 


withal, ſo prepoſterouſly turned out to 


ſtruggle with the follies, paſſions,” and 
; G 3 contempt 
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contempt of mankind, that I have no- 


thing left for it but to join the laugh 
2cainſt me wherever I make my ap- 
pearance, — which has this bleſſed effect 
attending it, that it always diſarms the 


ſcoffer, and retorts his own deriſion up- 


on me, againſt himſelf, with a redoubled 
force of vigour and effect. © As for 
you,” I exclaimed, * you are ſo highly 
wrought, that you ſeem the workman- 
{hip of all the celeſtial powers, in or- 
der to produce an excellence in form, 
ſo far above any ſingle exhibition of 
the moſt beautiful of the Goddeſles, 
that the whole of their different graces 
and perfections, are combined and com- 
priſed in you; and therefore it is that 


you are the envy of your own ſex, 


and* the delight of ours, and confe- 


quently the more liable are you to 
fall a facrifice to the inſidious and wily 


efforts againſt you of both, and to be 


made unhappy by your charms.” 
5 Struck 
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Struck with theſe my remarks, ſhe 
fixed her eyes upon my face with a de- 
gree of ſurprize that wrought in it {till 
farther tokens of ſenſibility and mean- 
ing than I have before deſcribed; and, 
after a pauſe of a ſtifled laugh, with 
a mixture of reſpet, ſhe aſked me 
what I had done with my foolith vi- 
ſage, and how I came by that which 
I had now put on? for,“ ſaid ſhe, 
your countenance, which, at firſt, I 
could not look upon without burſting 
into tears of compaſſion for ' you, un- 
der the melancholy idea of your being 
a perfect idiot; is now enlightened 
with all the rays and ſtrokes of a fine 
and penetrating underſtanding.” 


{© It is entirely your own work,” I 
_ replied, ** and I am heartily glad that 
thoſe tears which did ſo much honour 
to the goodneſs of your heart, fprung 
from your diſtreſs at viewing ſuch a 
G4 piteous 


hes 
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piteous object as me, and not from the 


fource which I then ſuſpected, of your 
own afflictions.— Sarrows which, altho' 
you have intimated to me, are very 
great,” yet I hope they will admit of 
ſome . mitigation, from the balm of 
comfort and confolation thrown into 
your mind, by a perſon, who, howe- 
ver he may bear up againſt his con- 
temptible ſituation among men, yet you 
muſt allow him to be in reality, ſtill 
more wretched than you are; for who 
is it that poſſeſſes ſo little pride, that 


would not rather be an object of en- 


vy than of pity, whatever may be the 
conſequences of the different lights in 
which they are beheld. — Envy acknow- 
ledges the importance and dignity of 
the object it would and may deſtroy, 
but the object of pity owes its ſafety 
to its inſignificance, and the moſt. 
mortifying condition imaginable !” 


* | (t You 
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„ You are right, you are right,“ ſhe 
exclaimed, i feel comfort already from 
what you have ſaid; — from the appear- 
ance of a fool you reſemble a philoſopher 
— and if you will ſupport your preſent 
enlightened face, which you ſay I have 
produced, and not ſuffer it to relapſe into 
its former riſibility, I ſhall take no notice 
of any other part of you, but ſpeak to it, 
and tell it all my griefs, as to the coun- 
tenance of a Socrates; who in all other 
reſpects, but for his wiſdom, was almoſt as. 
contemptible in his perſon as you are.” 


I thank you for that perſonal cordial, 
however,” I ſaid, though I by no means 
merit the compariſon for wiſdom, in: the 
remoteſt idea of a competition with the 
ſublime Socrates ; but nevertheleſs I ſhall 
be proud of the honour of hearing your 
ſtory, which you ſay you will tell me; 
and T will meet you in the Virgil's Grove 
of Shenſtone for that purpoſe at fix o'clock: 

1 this 
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this evening, if you dare venture your 
ſacred perſon alone with ſuch a formidable 


gallant.” 


J will meet you, I will meet you, 
{he ſaid, with infinite pleaſure.-—** Begone, 
begone,” ſhe cried, ** for I ſee they are 
coming to ſummon me to dinner, and I 
have no time to aſk you how you are to 
diſpoſe of yourſelf in the mean time, nor 
can I entertain you here without an 
utter prevention of our plan from taking 
place; as my friends, the ladies, will na- 
turally interrupt our privacy.” 


I bowed, and ruſhed through the gates 
with the alacrity of a hero in romance. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XX. 


' SURPRISING POWERS OF A GUINEA. 


H AVING formed my plan reſpecting 
| the public houſes I intended to make 

uſe of in this expedition, I ſtepped into a 
neat tavern called the New Inn, by the 
fide of the road leading to Hales Owen, 
about two hundred yards from that town, 
not more than a mile from the ſcene of 
my laſt adventures, and about half a mile 


below the Leaſowes. 


As I had 8 of expedation of future 
adventures upon my imagination, I ſhun- 
ned every thing of the kind here, and 
took no notice of the inquiſitive looks, and 
rude obſervations of the ruſtics as I paſſed, 


by the kitchen into a neat little parlour, 


| Knowing, from information, the credit. 


and honeſty of the hoſteſs, I put a guinea. 
into 
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into her hands on her following me into 
the room, and told her to keep that as a 
pledge for my paying my way, for that I 
intended, after I had viewed the Leaſowes, 
to ſup and ſleep at her houſe. 


The hoſteſs, with an arch ſmile at my 
figure, replied, that I need not be in ſuch 
a hurry to pay her beforehand, that ſhe 
would have truſted me with the greateſt 
pleaſure. — But, nevertheleſs, as I had 
thought proper to put her out of all doubts 
reſpecting my honourable intentions, the 
would behave herſelf as juſtly by me in 
whatever part of the guinea I choſe to 
ſpend. — *© For, I ſuppoſe, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, 
vou don't mean to demoliſh it all in one 
night?” 


As much of it as I can, I aſſure you, 


I faid, * ſo bring me a bottle of wine in 
the firſt place.” 


= 'Gad,” 
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Gad,“ faid the Hoſteſs, you are a 
generous gentleman, and you {hall have 
the beſt my houſe can afford you.” 


O lord! I exclaimed, when the Land- 
lady. was gone to fetch the wine, what a 
powerful faſcinating embailador art thou, 
oh my guinea ! — I, who am ſuch a con- 
temptible object in appearance, that I 
excite ſcoffs and affronts from the world, in 
every other ſituation, yet by thy powerful 

aid, oh my guinea! I find I ſhall now be 
treated as a fine gentleman, in the room of 
my recent reception as a fidler and a 
buffoon. 


I ſoon had the pleaſure to perceive I 
was exactly right in my ſoliloquy, for the 
Hoſteſs brought me my wine in an inſtant 
after it, and was exceedingly officious to 
pleaſe me; while the ruſtics in the kitchen 
fell into a deſcription among themſelves of 
lords and dukes in diſguiſe, who travelled 

| for 


| 
| 
| 
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for their diverſion as I did: and they con- 
cluded, at length, that I was exceedingly 
like a certain great and eminent crooked- 
backed, bandy-legged perſon of quality, 
who had frequently been ſeen, ſauntering 
by himſelf in the Leaſowes, and who had 


often ſtopped at a little public houſe in the 


neighbourhood to drink a quart of ale with 
the common people. 


It is happy, thought I. upon the pre- 
ſent occaſion, when I would with to avoid 
encountering the ridicule of the multitude, 
which Iam in general very much prone to 
do, and delight in, that I am become ſuch a 
reſpectable perſonage, through the ſur- 
priſing powers of a guinea, as to be able to 
make my eſcape from this ſcene to the Lea- 
fowes, without any annoyance from their 
intruſions, and rude ſpeculations; — ſo, I 
drank half my bottle of wine in great good 
humour; and as I paſled by the kitchen, a 


ſecond time on my expedition to the Lea- 
ſowes, 


t n A 159 


ſowes, I had the honour to be bowed to, 
and faluted, by the company, as one of 
the greateſt men in the land, and the moſt 

perfect, and the moſt noble production of 
the creation. 


Cm & © 2 
THE VIRGIL'S GROVE OF SHENSTONE. 


1 Proceeded haſtily and unobſerved to the 
entrance of the Leaſowes from Hales. 
Owen, and immediately turning through 
the gate upon my left, I found myſelf in the 


abovementioned region of enchantment. 


A necromantic gleam of enthuſiaſm ſeized 
upon my powers, and I felt myſelf in the 
ſtate of a poor and deſpiſed monkey, who 
had the boldneſs and temerity to profane 
the hallowed ſcene by his preſence, and 
caſt a ſudden look among the branches of 


| 
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| 

' 

| 
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| 
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the trees, to perceive, if I could, whether 
there were any more of the African brood 
that I might mix with, and become, inſome 
ſort or other, an appendage to the place. 


Finding nothing ſo prepoſterous to de- 
grade the Elyſian receſs, I ſtood in the 
attitude of fear and veneration, as a worth- 
leſs creature, who had by ſome unaccount- 
able train of conſequences, got into the 
bowers aſſigned for the reſidence of the 
divmities; and I was urged ſeveral times, 
by contemplating my own inſignificancy, 


to retire to the fellows I had left at the 


public houſe, as an object much more fit, 
for their ſport, than tor the company of 
the whole aſſemblage of the Nymphs, the 
Naiads, Dryades, Graces, and the Fairies, 
who ſeemed to have compoſed this ſequeſ- 
tered ſcene for their own privacy and. un- 


diſturbed enjoyment. 


L had 
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I had not long continued in this perplex- 
ing dilemma, as not knowing how to dif- 
poſe of myſelf, before I heard, or ſeemed 
to hear, the melodious voice of the 
Guardian of the Grove, from . whom it 
derives its name, inviting me'to advance 
through the mazes of the ſacred path to the 
elevated ſpot upon which' an obeliſk is 
dedicated to his genius. 


Upon this ſummons I took courage — I 
felt my heart elated — Tadvanced, indeed, 
with ſome degree of trepidation, as fearing 
to offend tne ſublime powers committed to 
his care; but finding, inſtead of any mo- 
leſtation, a ſweet harmony of ſpiritual 
ſounds accompanying my ſteps, I fancied 
myſelf a welcome viſiter to every ſurround- 
ing object; and upon my gaining the ſum- 
mit I reclined upon a ſeat near Virgil's 
Obeliſk, raiſed to the celebrated poet Mr. 
Tnousox.— I experienced the precarious 
viciſſitudes of fortune in my now elevated 
| ſttuation. 
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Iv ſituation.— From a reptile who ſcarcely 
W | durſt venture to breathe on his approach 
1 to the lower Regions of this paradiſe, 
J perceived with infinite delight and ſa- 
tisfaction, that I was become, through 
| | the encouragement I had met with, a 
| reſpectable perſonage, and the peculiar 
favourite of the celeſtial inhabitants of 
the place.—: 


— —ũ—— — — 6—— es — 


I bowed, and burſt into that melliflu- 
| ous flood of tears, which flows from the 
tranſporting fountain of perfect happi- 
neſs — from that grateful ſenſe of unme- 
rited benefits ſhowered down upon a 
contemptible creature, by the benevolent 
hands of a ſuperior order of beings. 


| Recovering from this trance of unut- 
| terable ſenſibility, I threw my ſtill-weep- 
ing eyes upon the precipitate fall of 
waters, down a glittering, and moſt ma- 
gical caſcade upon my left; and liſten- 


ing 
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ing to its raviſhing ſounds, with the 
greedy ear of inexpreſſible rapture, I ex- 
claimed, ſongs and the efforts of artificial 
muſic, are but faint reſemblances of theſe 
which Nature gives, while the murmur- 
ings of the caſcade through the grove in 
repeated and more trifling falls, lulled 
my tumultuous paſſions into that ſweet 
compoſure of mind which none but the 
favourites of the Sylvan Gods and God- 


deſſes can enjoy. 


Thus abſorbed in a courſe of celeſtial 
thoughts and reflections, all tending to pro- 
mote my own extreme felicity, my eager 
eye and warm imagination went hand in 
hand among the facinating objects of the 
grove, the whole of which my fituation 
upon Thomſon's ſeat commanded. — 


The rays of the ſun pierced thro' the 
lofty branches of the trees, and exhibited 
ſuch a ſtriking contraſt to their umbrage, 

that 


„„ 
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that every crazy fellow, like myſelf, muſt 
have noticed as an infinite beauty, and 
the ſource of the moſt heavenly contem- 


plations.— Like the full moon in a fine 


night, ſhading her benign influence upon 
ſome happy mortals, the inhabitants of 
the ſequeſtered woods, the ardent powers 
of the blazing ſun, ſeemed to be tem- 
pered by the ſoft influence of the modeſt 
moon, and formed upon the whole, a 
cool repreſentation of a . midnight hour, 
without the dangers ariſing from the 
damps and peſtiferous falls of the ex- 
halations of the day. 


Loſt in a revery of delight on con- 
templating the whole aſſemblage of the 
beauties of this grove, I paid no atten- 
tion to an angelic form entering it thro 
the gate which I had done, until I was 
rouſed by a call from the animating 
voice of the fair one, who. had promiſed 


to meet me, and who now ſtood by the 


fide 
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ſide of the waters beneath me, the con- 
feſſed enchantreſs of the ſcene — for ſhe 
chaſed away all my idle dreams, and 
viſionary tranſports in an inſtant, and ri- 
vetted my ſole attention to her ſuperior 
and far more intereſting charms. 


Oh woman, woman! I exclaimed, why 
was I not formed to enjoy thee? Oh 
cruel Nature! I cried, why have you 
ſent me into this world of female per- 
fection, ſo lamely made up, that I can 
only adminiſter comforts to the afflicted 
maid, without reaping the benefits which 
I deſerve for my adoration of the ſex, 
and my attention to the welfare and 
happineſs of the exquiſite creature who 
ſtands before me, and who, with ſuck a 
ſingular condeſcenſion, ſolicits my coun- 
ſels and advice, in a caſe ſeemingly of 
the moſt tender kind. 5 


During 
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During theſe mortifying reflections, 
which, with all my philoſophy, I could 


not forbear uttering, as I gazed at the 


lovely object of my meditation, ſhe lift- 


ed up her hands and eyes towards me, 


with ſuch a ſpeaking ardour of expreſ- 
fion, that no words can deſcribe; and it 
is as impoſſible for me to recount my 
own feelings, upon my ſuddenly flying 
down the devious paths of the grove, 
ſeizing her by the arm, conducting her 
to the ſeat upon which I had reclined, 
and placing the divine charmer by my 
ſide. : 


Such, indeed, was the vehemency with 
which my ſpirits were ſeized upon this 


moſt intereſting occaſion, that the hea- 


venly object of my care could not re- 
frain, after ſhe had recovered her breath, 
from her exertions among the ſteep af- 


cents, adding to her former comments 
upon 
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upon my face, as ſhe earneſtly looked 
at it, ſtill farther compliments to the 
ſenſibility and animation it now glowed 
with; and ſeemed to regret that my other 
parts were not ſo well and proportion- 
ably formed. — I ſighed, I cried, alas! 


I-entreated her bewitching eyes to turn 


their divine influence upon the exqui- 


ſite works of Shenſtone, which ſhe im- 
mediately did, and they ſeemed to receive 
an additional luſtre from her view, as 
from the only congenial ſpirit, for whoſe 
peculiar attention and delight, they had 
been wrought into ſo many fimilar and 
aſtoniſhing perfections. 


After ſhe had devoured each particu- 
lar beauty of the grove, and ſeemed ex- 
hauſted with ineffable, raptures, the re- 
ſult of the fineſt feelings of the heart, 
I reſpectfully reminded her of her pro- 
miſe; and I found 1 had touched the 


chord 
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chord with which her principal affections 
were in uniſon, as ſhe haſtily began, af- 
ter telling me her name, and ſome tri- 
fling things not worth mentioning, the 
following ſtory. . 


CHAP 
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STORY OF THE ADMIRED MIRANDA. 
Adventures of Ferdinand and his friend Gonzalo, 


| 1 WILL paſs by every incident of 

my birth and parentage, which how- 
ever diſtinguiſhed, would become unin- 
tereſting, from ſo many ſimilar accounts 
of families, that take up ſo much un- 
neceſſary time in the relation :— Suffice 
it for your information that I am an 
heireſs, and that I have an ample fortune, 
that I have lived in the gay ſcenes of. 
life, and that I am virtuous.” | 


vou muſt be a curſed cheat, if you 
are not,” I ſaid. She ſmiled, and went- 
on.“ 1 
Among the many ſedulous attempts 
of the young and the gay to gain my 
heart, there was one gentleman, and only 
Vol. I. H one. 
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one, that ſucceeded ; ; and for the reaſon 
that he is now loſt to me, and for that 


reaſon alone, I will never admit of the 
— of another.” 
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„ What a a pity," thought I, © that this 


exquiſite creature 1s reſolved to lead: apes 
in hell — but what a comfortable reflec- 


tion is it to me, that I may be faſtened 
to her ſtring and become the happy 
rival of her followers in the regions 


below.“ 


This thought deranging my ſapient 
features, ſhe obſerved the change, called 
me a monkey, and bade me be atten- 
tive. I reſumed my ſage countenance, 


_and ſhe * 


ö My favourite lover being boſeeſſed 
| of no other advantages, except a fine 
| 3 perſon, an excellent conſtitution, a to- 
| lerable eſtate, and moderate connections, 
1 r ſo 
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fo inflamed the pride and vanity of 
the titled pretenders to my preference, 
that one of them, a Marquis, - of Por- 
tugueſe extraction and principles, was fo 
enraged at my beloved Ferdinand for 
his ſucceſs in the proſecution of his 
addreſſes to me above all the reſt of my 

admirers, and eſpecially himſelf, that he 
took an opportunity of groſsly inſulting 
my hero, as he was walking with me in 
St. James's Park.— All that I could ſay 
or do, availed nothing in ſoftening the 
reſentment of my lover, or to prevent 
liim from ſplitting upon a rock which 
has been the ruin of him. 


It being morning, and the competi- 
tors in diſhabille and without ſwords, Fer- 
dinand knocked the Marquis down with 
his cane, and falling upon his friends 
who began to aſſail him, he routed and 
put them to flight, to their utter ſhame 
and confufron. — But ſuch was the con- 
H 2 ſequence 
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ſequence of his exploits upon this occas 
Gon, that the Marquis and his kindred 
formed the treacherous plan of taking 
away his life by a. private aſſaſſination, 
according to the manners of the coun- 
try from whence they derived their pe- 


Having received ſufficient intima- 
tion of this nefarious deſign, he never. 
went abroad, (eſpecially in the evening) 
without a ſword: and a brace of piſtols. 
One night after having ſpent the evening 
with me, he was beſet as he was walk-- 


ing home, by an abandoned crew train- 
ed to this vile practice, who made ſe- 


veral thruſts at him with their gien, 


as *he Nd by an . 


5 His good fortune, aAivity, and be- 
ing upon his guard, ſaved his life. He 
avoided their paſſes, flew into the mid- 
a of the ſtreet, and fired a piſtol at 


them, 
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them, which alarming the watch, they 
fled with the utmoſt precipitation. — Ori 
the watchmen gathering about him he 
attempted to purſue the villians, but 
they had ſo well ſecured their retreat, 
that he was obliged to give up the ſearch, 
and retire to his bed, ruminating upon 
the dangerous predicament in which he 
was involved. 


„ Inflamed with the love of glory, 
he came to the raſh reſolution the next 
morning, of falling in the face of his 
foes, rather than become the victim of 
their perfidy through their infamous in- 
ſtruments of deſtruction. 


The notice he had received of their 
intention to ſacrifice his life to their re- 
ſentment, by the means of aſſaſſination 
being anonymous, though well founded, 
as the ineffectual attack upon him the 
preceding night, was a convincing proof 

H 3 that 
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that his information was authentic; he 
could not avail himſelf of any aſſiſtance 
againſt ſuch a dreadful conflux of 
impending evils, without applying to his 
particular and domeſtic friends; who, 
notwithſtanding they might be inclined 
to enliſt themſelves into his ſervice, yet 
he could not reconcile it to his conſci- 
ence, to plunge them into the ſame in- 
evitable ruin which hovered over his own 
head.— He therefore gave up every other 
conſideration, but that of forcin g A paſ- 
ſage to the preſence of his foes, and re- 
turning the attack of their ruffians upon 
themſelves, ſingly and unattended. 


{© For the purpoſe of puniſhing, at 
leaſt, ſome of them before he was ſlain, 
he -meditated, and put in execution the 

following enterprize.— It was a forlorn 
hope,” but it was pleaſing to him, as it 
gratified the inſatiate thirſt of a brave 

man, 
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man, ſurrounded as he was by the toils 
of his enemies, to extricate himſelf at 
one blow from their ſecret practices, and 
to die fighting in his own cauſe, with 
his original adverſaries. 


«© The circumſtance that put him up- 
on the dreadful reſolution, as above ſpe- 
cified, was this letter ſent to him from 
his anonymous correſpondent the morn- 
ing aſter his rencounter with the aſ⸗ 
ſaſſins.“ 


« Fir. 

„The former precautions I gave you: 
* to conſult your own ſafety in a re- 
e tirement from your perilous ſituation' 
in town, I hope the laſt night's baſe, 
tho fortunately ineffectual attempt upon 
« your life, will convince you that I 
did not mean to deceive you by the 
* falſe report of ſcandal againſt your 
wicked adverſaries, but that I was a 
1 H real 
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real friend to a gentleman ſo cruelly 


A treated by the bloody efforts of revenge, 


e ſeizing upon the daſtardly hearts of ſuch 


e miſcreants as you have to cope withal. 


„J have an eye upon all their pro- 


.* ceedings, but, at the ſame time I am 
* ſo intricately ſtationed, I cannot de- 


clare myſelf, nor do you any farther 


.** ſervices upon this horrid event than to 


* conjure you to fly without a moment's 
„ loſs of time to ſome remote corner of 
the kingdom, and there to remain un- 
*« tj] the vile intentions of theſe abomin- 


able wretches may be ſet aſide, or to- 
-* tally ſubverted by an ecclairciſſement 


that may bring them to condign pu- 


» niſhmeut. 


At preſent they have taken ſuch mea- 


ſures to ſcreen themſelves from the rod 


of juſtice, in conſequence of your aſſault 


upon the Marquis, and your r overthrow 
66 of 


1 


T N T LAT us. 77 
* of him and his friends in St. James's: 
Park, that it will avail yon nothing to 
e attempt it, or to offer to expoſe them for 
e their cowardice, as they repreſent you as 
ea deſperate bravado utterly beneath their 
« exalted notions of the dignity of their 
e ſacred perſons. — 


As for your publiſhing in the papers; 
* which. I have been ruminating upon, 
« the whole or any part of their iniquitous 
proceedings againſt you, it would per- 
c haps tend to amuſe the public, but not 
in the leaſt to fix the truth.and the pro- 
per ſtigma upon their characters; for 
to ſuch a height is the licentiouſneſs of 
* ſcandal grown, that truth in ſuch no- 


e torious receptacles of falſehood would 
be loſt among the daring and graceleſs 


impoſitions of the day, and their charac- 
% ters remain untarniſhed from the 
& very circumſtances of ſuch an abomin- 
{© able charge, while you would be looked. 
upon as a deteſtable incendiary. * 


H 5 « In; 
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< In ſhort, Sir, you have no reſource 
eto preſerve your life but in flight; and 
e ſurely it is not cowardice to eſcape from 
* the trammels of certain deſtruction : 
« which precludes you from the leaſt ſha- 
„% dow of diſtinguiſhing your fall by the 
« chaſtiſement of any of your enemies. — 
© Enemies ſo artful and determined, and 
« raffians ſo well feed and tutored for their 
vile purpoſes, that they received imme- 
* diate noticc of your manly exploits laſt 
night, and are preparing themſelves for 
& another, and more ſucceſsful attack upon 
you the very firſt opportunity that may 
* offer. For when men plunge themſelves 
* into the commiſſion of crimes, one crime 
as neceſſarily begets another, as fate hangs 
upon the hinges of chance, or precarious 
* and unexpected accidents. — Your life 
vas the effect of a raſh vow made in the 
* heat of paſſion, ſhame and confuſion, 
* and that vow is ſtrengthened by diſ- 
appointment. — They are in for it 
++ now, 


* 
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now, and muſt proceed — for time, the 
* teller of all things, they too well know 
* will, in the end, bring their black con- 
* federacy to light, unleſs prevented by 
your death. — They have given up- 
every other concern for this day, and 
are going well armed, to conſult mea- 
e ſures with their ruffians, at a retirement 
« of the. Marquiſes near Kenſington Gar- 
dens. —I can ſay no more — I have 
done my duty — God preſerve you — 


1 — fly.“ 


Upon the inſtant of Ferdinand's pe- 
ruſal of this letter he ſtarted as a man 
impelled by a divine influence. — No, he 
exclaimed, I will not fly — what have I. 
done that I ſhould fly? — Shall I meanly 
ſkulk from this abominable neſt of vil- 
lains, and by running away from them, 
give a colour to, and ſtamp a plauſibility 
of rectitude upon actions ſo vile and: 


contemptible. — Oh! what a happy cir- 
cumſtance,, 
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cumſtance, he cried, is it to me, that 
my informer has mentioned the place, 
near to which this crew of affaſſins are 
aſſembling! — By this bleſſed intimation, 
which was honeſtly given me as a ſpur to 
my immediately concealing of myſelf, 
'T may be enabled to find, and to ſurprize 
the raſcals; and to ſlay ſome of them, in 
one of the moſt honourable achievements 
that ever was attempted by the greateſt 
Heroes of antiquity.—I can now die glori- 
ouſly, he exclaimed; and I ſummon all 
the ſuperior powers to be a witneſs to 
my ſpirit and reſolution, and to the ne- 
ceſſity of the ſtep which I am taking to 
deſerve their approbation of my conduct. 


Thus reſolved, he ſeized his ſword 
and piſtols, and with an eager and heroic 
countenance he ruſhed into the ſtreet; and 
immediately proceeded towards the Gar- 
dens of Kenſington. 


66 He 
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He had not got far on his way through 
Hide Park before he perceived, unnoticed 
by them, the Marquis and three others 
paſs near him on horſeback full ſpeed to- 
wards their intended place of conſultation, 
— He collected all his powers — his cou- 
rage and undaunted reſolution, received 
an additional efficacy from this trial of his 
fate. — His romantic ſoul forced from his 
voice the moſt rapturous exclamations 
upon this dreadful occaſion. — He felt him- 
ſelf inſpired with the ſpirit of a God — 
and he looked upon his opponents as an 
eaſy ſacrifice to the juſtice of his cauſe. 


% Impelled by theſe violent emotions, 
he followed them with infinite rapidity 
thro' devious paths, ſtill keeping them in his 
eye, until he obſerved them to paſs through 
a. gate which led to a retired country 
villa. — Upon his arrival at this gate, he 
{topped to recover his breath, and to con- 
; conſider 


182 FLIGHTS OP 


fider his mode of attack, in this critical 
conjuncture.— He waited not long in ſuſ—- 
pence ; he ſaw them, after they had alighted 
from their horſes, collected upon a green 
before the houſe. —He wiſhed, of all things, 
to attack them openly, and in a body, as 
the more honourable way / to kim } of 
deciding the matter; and he heſitated not 
2 moment to execute his deſign. He 
ſuddenly preſented himſelf before them 
he called to the Marquis by his name; 
and, in an imperious tone, declared him- 
ſelf to be Ferdinand. He received an im- 
mediate diſcharge of piſtols from the com- 
bination, which, in their confuſion, miſſed 
him. He returned the fire — ſhot the 
Marquis through the head — and ruſhing 
upon the reſt, ſword in hand, he flew them 
all, before they could make their eſcape: 
from the velocity, terror, and intrepidity 
of his actions; though they defended them- 
ſelves with their weapons like cowards 


grown 4 through necellity. 
«© Perceiving,. 
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“ Perceiving, upon this overthrow, that 
they were the principal part of his titled 
foes whom he had ſlain; not one of their 
intended inſtruments of his deſtruction 
having arrived, he felt his paſhon of re- 
ſentment againſt their wicked practices to 
be completely appeaſed, and he thought it 
now not unbecoming of a brave man to 
avoid an engagement with their hired 
ruffians, whom he conceived to be totally 
beneath his character to encounter, and 
who were by this time making their entry 
through the gate, in order to receive their 
inſtructions from their blood-thirſty em- 
ployers Ee | 


In conſequence of the confuſion and 
panic which ſeized upon the domeſtics of 


the houſe on the firſt fight of their maſter 
and his relations, ſtruggling with the 
mortal wounds which they had received, 
Ferdinand made his eſcape, unmoleſted, 
before they could recover themſelves from 

| =_ 
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their fright, or explain the nature of the 
caſe to the ruffians, who eagerly gathered 
about them, and endeavoured to get from 
them an immediate intelligence of the 


cauſe of this dreadful vengeance which had 
fallen, as if from ſome ſupernatural event, 


upon the devoted heads of the Marquis 
and his aſſociates. 


„During the conſternation of the ſer- 
vants, and the irreſolution of the aſſaſſins 
to fix upon any plan of purſuit after ſuch 
a powerful antagoniſt as Ferdinand, who by 
the clamorous outcries and 1mperfect de- 
ſcriptions of the domeſtics, they ſoon found 
to be the perſon that had over-reached 
their employers in their own arts, he 
returned in ſafety through another and 
more private courſe to his lodgings. *—But 
conſidering within himſelf, that although 
be had executed that juſtice upon his foes, 
which by all the laws of retaliation and 


- circumſtances, he was compelled to by 
their 
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their own infamous practices againſt him, 
yet he well knew, if he ſuffered himſelf to 
be taken up, or voluntarily to conſign his 
cauſe to the inveſtigation of his peers in 
a court of juſtice, before he could enſure 
the teſtimony of his anonymous corre- 
ſpondent, who was the only evidence he 
could produce in his defence, he would 
certainly fall an innocent victim, from 
ſuch ſtrong appearances. againſt him, to 
the miſrepreſentations of the remains of 
the bloody crew he had to deal with, who, 
by the means of perjury, would ſtick at 
nothing to devote him among the moſt 
atrocious of felons and murderers to the 


gallows. 


Thus ſelf-adviſed, he immediately 
ſecured to himſelf his papers, and material 
property in a portmanteau, and fled. — I 
received from him the next day the account 
which I have related to you, with a pro- 
miſe that I ſhould hear from him as occa- 
ſion 
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| ſion might offer; but although it is two 

months ſince he made his eſcape, I have 
not heard a ſyllable about him except from 
the rumours of the times, upon ſuch an 
extraordinary event; which amounts to 
a conviction in my own mind that he has 
4 been ſurpriſed and ſlain by the emiſſaries 
ſent aſter him for that purpoſe. 


* —ä3— — — — 
— — — — 
4 
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1 Among the ſearches that were made 
after him in town, I was rudely accoſted, 
by a party of conſtables, and friends to the 
Marquis, who forcibly entered my houſe, 
and charged me as an accomplice in the 
tranſaction; but having ſecured the above 
intelligence from Ferdinand, neareſt to my 
faithful heart, they durſt not rifle my 
boſom, but contented themſelves with 
. picking my pockets, and rummaging my 
- ſerutoires; but finding nothing there to 
anſwer their wicked purpoſe of involving 
me in the calamities of my lover; they 
- retired with ſuch curſes levelled at the 
deſtruction 
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deſtruction of my hero, as well as myſelf, 
that I immediately retired out of the way 
of them to the place in which you found 
me this morning. There I have lived for 
2 long time, or rather I have waſted my 
exiſtence in a continued train of ſighs and 
pinings aſter my loſt and beloved Ferdinand, 
while the ſprightly frolics and comforts 
adminiſtered to me by the generous crea- 
tures of the houſe and their friends, whom 
you encountered as an object of their 
amuſement to day, and for which you 
ſeemed to them as a rare production to 
divert my melancholy, only anſwer the ſad 
end of depreſſing me the more; and to 
ſet before my view the ſupreme happineſs 
of thoſe. of my own ſex, who have eſcaped 
from the. horrors that my conſpicuous 
| ſituation in life has produced, in conſe- 
quence of their done in the vales of 
obſcurity.” 2 01 


Upon 
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Upon the cloſe of theſe pathetic reflec- 
tions of the divine creature, who fat by my 
fide, and a flood of tears which ſprung from 
her violent emotions, as a ſeaſonable relief 
to her agitated ſonl, a couple of ſtrange 
figures ſlowly walking down from Virgil's 
Obeliſk preſented themſelves before me, 
while Miranda was giving vent to her ſor- 
rows jn a reclining poſture, and with her 
handkerchief preſſed to her face. 


Inſtantly taking it for granted, from her 
Rory, that theſe viſitants, thus ſtealing 
upon our privacy, and ſtanding before me 
with ſtrong marks of ſome premeditated de- 
ſign, were of the number of the aſſaſſins, in 
diſguiſe, ſent to complete the deſtruction 
of her lover by the murder of herſelf; I 
ſtarted up, and, being rouſed from my 
natural timidity by the preſſing occaſion, 
to the magnanimity of the firſt of heroes, I 
haſtily commanded them-to begene; and, 
Taibug ur: taſſelled fooliſh-looking cane, I 

threatened 
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chreatened them with immediate perdition 
if. they attempted to offer the leaſt vio- 
lence to the lady. They ſmiled upon 
each other as in deriſion to me, and fell 


down upon their knees before Miranda ; 


who upon her firſt ſight of them conceived 


the ſame apprehenſions which I had done, 
and with a ſhriek of horror and affright, 


ſhe fainted. 


Contrition, you villains! I exclaimed, 


upon ſeeing ſuch beauty and perfection fall 
a ſacrifice to your bloody intentions, with- 
out the neceſſity of your poniards is the 
cauſe of your hypocritical deportment 
now;—but you ſhall feel the effects of my 
ſlighted powers upon your backs; ſo I 
thwacked their ſhoulders with my cane, 


Hke a luſty fellow, as I was. 


The noiſe of theſe my amazing r 


had the happy effect of recovering Miranda 
from her ſwoon, and while ihe fixed her. 


eyes 
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eyes with extreme aſtoniſhment upon the 


kneeling objects before her, who had re- 


garded my blows no more than if I had 


been beating two ſtumps, I found myſelf 
loſt in a revery of confuſion. — I ceaſed 


from my noble attacks upon theſe intruders, 
and gazed upon their extraordinary pro- 
ceedings, like a man ina dream of admir- 


ation. 


Aſter a perplexed pauſe of ſome time, 


Miranda faintly cried, © What are you 
- that ſeem to pay to me the adoration 


claimed by a divinity from the objects of 
devotion, while by your ſtrange diſguiſe 
and appearance, and my ſtill more ſtrange 
calamities, I cannot think your intentions 
to be good?” = i 


They ſtill continuing in a profound 
filence, with their faces muffled and half 
concealed in the hoods of their cloaks, 


Miranda gave herſelf up for loſt; but muſ- 


tering 
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tering all the ſtrength ſhe had leſt, and all 
the remaining powers of her mind, ſhe 
vehemently exclaimed, ** I ſee, by your 
demeanour, that you are to ad the part 


of mutes; that ſorrow ſeizes your hearts on 


your being conſtrained to commit an adt 


which, however you may have been - 


trained to the crimes of murder, yet on 
beholding my helpleſs ſituation, com- 
punction prevails with you in ſome degree 
before you proceed to the ſlaughter of ſuch 
an innocent forlorn and devoted creature. 


© Oh, Ferdinand, Ferdinand!” ſhe cried, 
i am the victim to be ſacrificed to your 
fate! Oh! ſtay for me, and take me with 
you to the realms of everlaſting bliſs!— 
Hover over my head; ſuffer my flitting 
ſoul tojoin your's, which has been ſeparated 
from your body by the hands of theſe 


men, and all my miſeries in this world, 


which I have patiently borne for your dear 


fake, will be at an end; and I ſhallreceive 
3 | the 


— ä ————v.jö— —————— rr rern == r rr 


F oY — 
— — — — ee tt. 
* 


2 — — —— — 
nm 4 by 
. — — mp — + 7 
—— — 218 


——— — P —[—TB— 4 


- ” — 
—— — 779 
— — —— ꝓ— 114— ce 


——— 2 — : _—_— 
——ũ—ũ—— — A Aeon 


192 FLIGHTS OF 


the due reward for my faithful love and 
unconquerable adherence to you, in at- 
tending your divine ſpirit in the celeſtial. 
abodes of the bleſſed, where no malicious, 
envious and revengeful efforts can reach 
us, or interrupt our unmoleſted and unut- 


terable _ K 


| While Miranda was thus conſigning her- 
ſelf to her fate, I crept behind the mutes, 
who remained in their kneeling poſture 

cloſe to each other ; but upon their getting 
up, I. who was impelled by the exceſs of 

fright, for Miranda, to a gallant action, ſtill 

ſupported my character as a monkey, and 
jumping upon their backs as they aroſe, - 
and clinging my arms round their necks, 
and my legs round their bodies, as far as 
they would go, I had the good fortune to 

overbalance their efforts to preſs forwards, 
ſothat with my weight upon their ſhoulders, 
they reeled, ſtaggered backwards, and 
tymbled with me neck over heels, down 
| the 
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the immediate precipice behmd them. 
This violent fall, of courſe, diſengaging 
us from our embrates, each feeking his 
own particular ſafety in the conflict, I, 
who was light and nimble, fled up to 
Miranda with the agility peculiar to my 
African brethren, and ehdeavoured, with 
all my might, to fort her through the 
| back gate behind Virgil's Obeliſk, in or- 
der to our making our eſcape from ths 
murderers, whom I had left bewildered 
among the mazes below, and with our 
cries to raiſe the country in our defence: 
but ſuch was her frantic reſolution to die 
by the hands which ſhe was convinced Had 
Nain her lover, and thereby avoid any far- 
ther miſeries and perſecutions in this world 
—that ſhe repelled my attempts to haut 
her away; and with the ſteadfaſt look of 
a perfe& heroine in the laft extremity, 
ſhe peremptorily ordered me to conſult 
my own fafety by flight, aud to leave ber 

to her deſtiny. 
Vol. I. 1 « No, 
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„ No, madam,” I exclaimed, as the 
mutes to my ſurpriſe came very leiſurely 


up the precipice, © I am not the vile 
coward you take me for : though na- 
turally timid as the hare,” I cried, © your 


cauſe inſpires me with the courage of the 


lion, and I will be the firſt victim to the 
bloody intentions of theſe men, and prove 


to you that I am, in reality, no more 


afraid of death than you are, and that all 


my ſolicitude was for the preſervation of 


your precious life, —and not for the fake 


of my pitiful and contemptible exiſtence.” 


Upon this reſolution, which was the 
effect of deſperateneſs, rather than of real 


courage, I flung myſelf upon them as they 


were gaining the ſummit, with an intent 
to plunge them down back again to their 
former embarraſſed ſituation ; but they, 


perceiving my intention, had taken care 


not to be ſurpriſed as before, and with a 


fixed footing upon the aſcent, they catched 
me 
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me in their arms, and carried me like a 


_ to the ſteady, unlkaken Miranda. 


66 jt make.” fr one if gw 
as they held me kicking, and burſting 


with ſhame and confuſion before her, is 


your doughty hero, who, I confeſs, has 
done ſuch wonders in your cauſe that I 


ſhall ever hold him in the higheſt eſteem 


and veneration ; but as for you (putting 


me into the hands of his companion, 


Oh! you heavenly creature, what can 
you think muſt be my tranſports in find- 
ing you thus fixed to follow your Ferdinand 


into the Elyſian Fields, when he is here 


with you in the far ſurpaſſing and more 
beautiful groves of Shenſtone.” 


„ Oh! Where? Where? ” cried M. 


randa, do not add inſults to your taking 


away my life, — ſpare me the horrid bru- 


tality of ſcoffs in my death, —I do not 


deſerve ſuch treatment, and you muſt be 
| I 2 the 
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the moſt hardened villas upon earth to 
carry on fuch a ſhameful farce as you are 


doing to make my end the more de- 
plorable ! 


Quite overpowered by the itrefiftible 
force of the contending paſſions ſtruggling 
within her breaft, ſhe fell lifeleſs upon the 
feat a ſecond time, while the perſon whom 
ſhe had addreſſed in all the pathos of un- 
utterable woe throwing off his diſguife, re- 
called her into exiſtence by the moſt pa- 
' thetic exclamations of a lover, that were 
ever liſtened to by the enamoured object 
of his adoration. 


It is your Ferdinand! It is your Fer- 
dinand ! ” he cried, © who is come to 
crown your faithful attachment to him 
with the joys of an heaven upon earth, 
and not to take you into the celeſtial 
regions by the hands of aſſaſſins: there 


are no murderers here — it is Ferdinand 
| that 
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that calls upon you— it is him whom you 
have given up for lot— your dear Ferdi- 
nand, my dearer and all admired Miranda, 
who preſſes you to his ardent boſom, who 
means not to kill you but to die in your 
arms open thoſe wonder- ſtriking eyes, 


and: look upon à wonder indeed !— Your 
| Inver, your Ferdinand, who after having 
eſcaped from the plots of his enemies, he 
has enſured his future peace and tranquil- 
lity by a thorough inveſtigation of his 
cauſe, which has terminated in the ruin 
of his foes, and: in his own, entire, provi- 
dential, and happy juſtification,” 


As Miranda was reviving from her ſwoon 
by theſe warm and tender expreſſions of 
her lover ( for ſo he proved to be, ) his 
companion placed me by him on the 
bank in full view of them, and caſting off 
his eloak, and ſtroking me affectionately, 
he bade me be of good cheer, for that 
no harm (he ſaid) would betide me, they 

3 3 being 
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being not cut-throats, but a lover of the 


lady, and his frriend, who were come to 


relieve her from all her paſt ſorrows and 
afflictions. 


Miranda, in the mean time, gazed at 
Ferdinand, in an attitude of inexpreſſible 
ſurprize. She ſeemed thunderſtruck, and 
amazed beyond her powers of recollection, 
While he endeavoured to bring her to a 
ſenſe of her felicity.—After looking wildly 
in his face for a conſiderable time, without 
uttering a ſyllable, ſhe ſuddenly fixed her 
eyes upon us, then turning them eagerly 
round the bleſſed ſcene, which was formed 
by Shenſtone for the compoſure of minds 
plunged into the ſtorms of paſſion, ſhe grew 
by degrees ſomewhat collected and, turn- 
ing again to her lover, ſhe exclaimed, 


Where are the ruffians ? By what mira- 
cle is it that you are ſent by the hea- 
venly guardians of this ſacred place to my 


zelief ?” 


Ferdinand, 
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Ferdinand, after his firſt preſſing her to 
his boſom, and finding his warm attempts 
to diſcover himſelf to her, did not remove 
the ſtrong prepoſſeſſions in her diſtracted 
mind, concerning the ſuppoſed aſſaſſins, 
he ſuffered her to break from him, and to 
give a full ſcope to her frantic deportment, 
while he watched her recovering ſenſes at 
a reſpectful diſtance ; but now that he per- 
cerved ſome ſigns, amidſt her confuſion, 
of the reſtoration of her in tellects, he ap- 
proached nearer to her, and with an in- 
effable look of tenderneſs and afſection, 
ſuch as ſhe had often ſeen, and returned 
with the moſt exquiſite rapture, he ven- 
tured to repeat the name of Ferdinand. 


„J am Ferdinand, ” he ſaid, . dort 
you know me? do be compoſed, my 
Miranda— obſerve me well. 


{+ Gracious God!“ ſhe exclaimed, de- 
vouring his face with her ardent eyes, 
4 I bave 


- _—— _ — 
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J have heard repeatedly the name of 


Ferdinand, and fancied he claſped me in 
his arms but juſt now, and here he is 


again ! Surely I have been in a dream, 
and am ſtill under the influence of the 
enchantreſs of this grove, who mocks me 
with this viſion ary. repreſentation of my 
loſt and beloved Ferdinand.” 


„% No! No! my Miranda, he ex- 


| claimed, I am not loſt— I am found 


I am here— Iam your very Ferdinand 
alive and devoted to your ſervice pray 
recollect me. 


« If you are my Ferdinand, indeed I 
thall be happy! I think you are— that 
look — that attitude — beſpeak you to. be 
my lover,— but how yau ſhould be here 
diſtracts me—it exceeds all belief —all my 


hopes. How can it be poſſible that the 


ſcene ſhonld fo ſuddenly change from two 
dreadful looking aſſaſſins to the heavenly 


fight 
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fight of you ? Such conſummate bliſs fal 


ling upon me, when I conceived: myſelf 
at the point of death, has too. much the 

appearance of a romantic tale or viſion,, 
or the illuſive enchantment of this grove. 
— What have you done with thoſe: horrid. 
aſſaſſins ?— clear up that matter to my 
crazed imagination, and I ſhall think it all 
real that I behold—I ſhall. be convinced 
that you are my Ferdinand, and not his: 
ghoſt permitted to come to my relief, in 
the hour of my diſtreſs, and by its. pre- 
ſence to fright the ruffians, and drive 
them from the execution of their inhu- 
man deſign 2 — | 


. Mirandi: having ceaſed from her ravings, 
Ferdinand took up his cloak, which he had, 
as before mentioned, thrown upon the 
ground; and, beckoning his.companion to: 
follow his example, they both fell upon. 
their knees before her,. hooded and dif- 
& 17 guiſed; 


: 
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guiſed exactly wok to the manner of 
their firſt appearance. 


Here deſcription fails.— To paint to 
the life, the attitude and ſtriking marks of 
joy that ſhone on the countenance of the 
delighted Miranda, is a taſk too great for the 
power of words to expreſs. — Upon her 
thus being relieved from all her doubts, 
and finding, at laſt, that there had been no 
aſſaſſins in the caſe ; but that her lover, 
and a perſon unknown to her, had aſſumed 
the diſguiſe which had produced ſuch ter- 
Tible apprehenſions i in her mind ſhe ex- 
claimed It is, it is my Ferdinand ! It 
is no dream! No viſion ! No enchant- 
ment !—Oh ! throw away that horrid diſ- 
guiſe, and tell me where you have been, 
you have found me out, and eſpecially, 
who informed you of my being. in this 
place ? — Oh! my Ferdinand! my Ferdi- 
nand'! ” ſhe exclaimed, while her lover. 
ſtarted up, threw away his cloak, and 


4aſped her in his arms 
| Such 
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Such warm embraces, ſuch glowing kiſſes 

enſued, on his placing her by his ſide upon 
Thomſon's ſeat, that I could not help 
thinking the interference of a parſon very 
neceſſary, before things were carried too 
far; and I actually took occcaſion, amidſt 
their tranſports, to interpoſe my good of- 
fices in their favour, by deſiring them to 
ceaſe from their careſſes until my return 
with a clergyman from Hales-Owen; for. 
J would bring one from thence in ten 
minutes, I ſaid, to ratify their deeds, if 
the gentleman (meaning Ferdinand's com- 
panion,) would remain with them the 
while, as a guarantee to the facred privi- 
leges of Hymen. 


This odd declaration, and the manner 
in which J. uttered it, had the happy effect 
of preventing their mutual raptures from 
depriving them of their ſenſes.— It recal- 
led their attention to their ſituation, 
cauſed them to quit each other, and rouſed 

them 


e 


—— 
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thin from their own extravagant delights, 
taa burſt of laughter at me. for what I had 
fagliſhly conceived as an indilpenibly 
bee | 


C H A F XXIII. 
Ferdinand and his friend Gonzalo, in.continuation. 


1 


T now bordering upon the ſetting fun, 
we mutually. agreed to. retire to the 
New Inn, at which place I had ordered a 


ſupper and 2 bed, and to ſend a meſſage 


from thence to Miranda's friends, near 


Mucklow-Hill,” denoting her preſent en- 


gagement, with a deſire that their coach 
might be ſent for her at eleven. ? 


In our walk from the Leaſowes to the 
tavern, ſo many queſtions were ſo eagerly 


06 and anſwered in ſo confuſed a 


manner, 
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manner, that it is impoſhble to digeſt 
them into any plan for the entertainment 
of the reader, who will eaſier conceive 


what muſt be the ſcene, at ſuch an unex- 
meeting of loſt lovers, than any 
words of mine ean paint. 


I was all along conſidering within my= 
ſelf, how we. could diſpoſe of ourſelves in 
ſo ſmall a room as I had been ſhewn into 
(for I had: ſeen no appearance of any 
ather, except the kitchen), but, to my great 
ſurpriſe, on our entrance, we were con; 
ducted into a large and commodious par- 
lour at the back of the houſe, next an ele» 
gant garden, and adjoining to a lovely 
valley, and the moſt romantic "_ ima- 
ginable. 


Thoſe happy lovers who, aſter "my 
enjoyed the walks of Shenſtone, and have 
come to this room to regale themſelves, 
and recapitulate all the adventures of the 
; Gay, will be of my opinion, and readily. 
giv e 
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give into the idea, that it is the moſt aptly 


formed ſcene to adminiſter to the ardent 
flames, ſoft deſires, and languiſhing mur- 


murs of a couple of fools in love, that 


ever nature and art compoſed ; and I could 
not help thinking, as I ſurveyed the room 
and its environs, what -an abundance of 
kiſſes, oaths, and lies, had been waſted in it. 


As many more would, no doubt, upon | 
this occaſion, as upon any former ones, have 
been offered to Venus, and her graceleſs 
whelp Cupid, had it not been for the pre- 
ſence of Ferdinand's friend and myſelf, who 
muſt have felt ourſelves in a very awkward 


ſituation during ſuch kind of tranſactions 


between the lovers ; ſo that they contented 
themſelves, out of compaſſion to us, with 
warm words, ſpeaking looks, and aſſiduous 


attentions, which ſeemed to be perfectly 
ſincere on both ſides, until ſupper was 


over; when the firſt tranſports of this“ 


happy pair being ſomewhat ſubfided, I 
- begged 
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begged the honour of Ferdinand, that he 
would give us a diſtinct relation of his ad- 
ventures ſince his affair with the Marquis 
and his friends near Kenſington Gardens, 
of which J had heard only a part, and that 
in ſudden and imperfect ſtarts of commu- 
nication, —He immediately collected him- 
ſelf, while Miranda reclined upon an eaſy 
chair, and we prepared ourſelves with 


great reſpect for the following ſtory : 


* You remember, my Miranda,” ſaid 
Ferdinand, ** that I ſent you a full account 
of my proceedings in this unhappy buſi- 
nefs, the day after my overthrow of the 
Marquis and three of his aſſociates near 
Kenſington, and that I promiſed to tend 
you farther information of 1 wy ſituation, 
as W mi gat occur. ” at 


2 Vows did ſo,” ſaid Meronds, «* and 1 


had juſt finiſned. a relation of the dreadful 


tale to this gentleman, at the time you 
and 


- 
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ing diſguiſe, which had. nearly proved fatal 
ta me— Why was you ſo:unkind ? What 
neceſſity was there for your frighting me: 
fo cruelly ? and ſeemingly out of were 
wantonneſs and ſport ? ” 


þ jy © * camplainings, my charm- 


ep,” faid Ferdinand. and you- ſhall have 
that matter fully explained ta you in the 
* of my mm 


, — She caſt a heavenly conſenting file 
upon her lover, as he bowed „ 
eceded. — 


1 « Thadbut juſt ealed and forwarded y 
diſgetches to you, he continued. at an, 


inn at St. Alban's, where I had ſlept the 


preceding night, and had employed moſt 
e te day in vriting them. 2 hoſt 
| that ſome ulpiiou looking people were: 


enquiring 


* 


and your friend furpriſed us in that ſhock-- 


7 
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of a deſcription very much like ws: 4 


„The devil . are! I excimed. 
« * Where are they? — N 


« They are about the ſtables with the 
| hoſtler,” be ſaid, © and by your ſurpriſe at 
my intelligence, I am fearful they are 
upon the right Trent, and will ſoon fall 
upon their prey.“ 


— 1 ſee perfeatly what you mean,” I 
rejoined, © you take me for ſome  high- | 
wayman or houſe- robber, eſcaping from 
the laws of his country be aſſured I am 
none of thoſe—but a gentleman in fo pe- 
culiarly a diſtreſſed fituation, without : any 
premeditated fault of my own, except 
what has been drawn upon me by the 


cruel perſecutions of my enemies, that you 


— W in m 
eſcape 
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Spe from any purſuit which may prove 
to be aſter me. 


— Some affair of love and honour, 1 


fuppoſe, ” faid the landlord. —* You don't 
look like a rogue. — You ſhall have the 


poſt-horſes you were ordering, at the back- 
gate, in five minutes, and in the mean 
time I will amuſe theſe fellows, until you 
are got clear off the N 


« As ſoon as he was gone, I cautiouſly 
looked through a window that faced the 
yard, and faw my hoſt walk towards the 
ſtables, with A majeſtic ſep, and ſoan after 
three ſtout fellows come up to him. — An 
eager converſation, I obſerved to paſs be- 
tween him and the men for ſome minutes, 
until, at laſt, they went with him into the 


houſe, calling to. the hoſtler to keep their 
horſes in readineſs at a moment's warning, 


„ T waited ten minutes more, in the 
_ anxiety, and began to fear my 
: landlord 


1 
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landlord had betrayed me, or that, finding 


I was not the perſon the men were in pur 


ſuit of, he kept me in that. painful ſuſ- 
penſe to plague me. — However, I con- 
cluded within myſelf, that if the officers of 


juſtice came to take me up by the authority 


of the law, I would patiently ſubmit; if 1 


could not eſcape without bloodſhed ;—but 


if I found _they were a banditti ſent to 
murder me;-I would ſell my life at as dear 
a rate to them as I could. | 


" While I was - nl with theſe | 
thoughts, I perceived a buſtling and run- 


ning to and fro, in the yard, as if the people 
were .in the greateſt haſte about ſomething, 
and aſked the poſt-boy, who at this inſtant 
came for my portmanteau, what was the 
matter ?— He anſwered, that he ſuppoſed 
they were preparing better horſes for me 
than thoſe which were firſt ordered. —This 
proved to be the caſe—for inſtead of com- 


mon hacks, I had the pleaſure to behold : 


two 
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twoine hunters led towards the hark gate, 


r he 
kadlord- 


Be gone, fir. — Take the beſt borſes 
in n Europe, and this, the faithfulleſt youth 
in the woxld—to the moſt remote corner 
in England, —Yaou are purſued — I know 
your ſtory and fortune—and that you will 
not fail to tranſmit me the maney you find 
them to be worth, the firſt opportunity 
that you can do it with ſafety to yourfelf. 


— I will not betray you. 
« Upon this I was led by the meſſenger 


through ſome private paſſages tothe horſes ; 
and found the active young man, who 


| had gone another way, mounted upon one 
of them, with my portmanteau fixed to 


his faddle ; and the other, prancing, and 
eager for the flight. — I vaulted upon the 


fulf Aer towards n 
y, 


nobleſt animal in the world, and fet off 
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„Why, my Ferdinand,” faid Arande, © 
* ſurely you were born with ſome fatality 


about you, to pi z every body in yout 
fxvour, at the firſt fight of you, as well the 
men as the women, or how could it be 
poſlible, upon ſuch a ſlight information 
concerning you, as ſeems to be the caſe 
with the landlord, nay even upon yout 


oven words, as an utter ſtranger to him, 


that he ſhould intereft himfelf fo far in 
your cauſe, as to truſt you with his horſes, 
and expoſe himſelf to the hazard of becom- 
ing a party in the calamities which threat- 
ened you? ” 


If, my Mirands,” ſaid Ferdinand, there 
was not fomething exceedingly extraordi- 
nary in the caſe which ſurpriſes you, my 
ſory would not be worth the relating. — 
Common events, you know, would be but a 


dull ſtupid waſte of time to expatiate upon 
and although any trifling incident concern- 
ing me might gratify your eager thirſt te 
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hear me, yet it would certainly be an af- 
front to your little worthy friend there to 
trouble him with my adventures, were they 
not of a ſize to intereſt him, and every 
een perſon 3 in my * 


Be aſſured, my precious creature,” he 
continued, * that I was as much aſtoniſhed 
as you are at the frankneſs and liberality 
of my hoſt, and rode away with his horſes 
and my attendant as though I were impelled 
by a divine influence; wondering all the 
while at my ſtrange and romantic fortunes 
and ſituation; and eſpecially at the eager- 
neſs which urged me to ſhun fighting with 
my foes at any rate, and to fly from them 
in the manner I was then doing, ſince I 
had been ſo forward upon the former oc- 
caſion, to riſk my life to my rage and re- 
venge at ſo much odds againſt me. — But 
upon future reflection, I found I had ſa- 
tiated my revenge in the puniſhment of 


the nne of the confederacy; and 
that 
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that I avoided further bloodſhed, becauſe : 
it was contrary to my nature, and horrible 
to my feelings, unleſs driven to it by the 


laſt extremity :—So, that I arrived at Dun- 


ſtable perfectly ignorant of the cauſe of 
the myſterious friendſhip and aſſiſtance I 


met with at St. Alban's ; and you muſt 
wait the time that I did, or, at leaſt, the 
account of it, before you can properly be 
gratitied with an explanation.” 


I will wait,” faid Miranda, cmiiling, 
while I gazed in the attitude of attention, 
and Ferdinand's friend liſtened to his words 
like a perſon who had heard the ſtory be- 
fore, but who was extremely — in 
all its concerns. 


* got to Dunſtable,” continued Ferdi- 
nand, which was twelve miles from St. 
Alban's, in leſs than an hour; and finding 
my horſes in high ſpirits, and it not being 
more than ſeyen o'clock in a ſummer even- 

wg. 
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ing, I refolved to proceed, without ſtop- 
ping, directly to Stony-Stratford, which I 
found to be eighteen miles farther,—Upon 
my arrival there, about nine at night, I 
made up my mind, not to ſhulk into a bye 
corner in the town, but as I had performed 
what I thought a neoeſſary duty to myſelf 
in this expedition from St. Alban's, I was 
determined to put up at one of the beſt 
inns, and careleſsly, except keeping my 
piſtols ready loaded, enjoy myſelf with a 
good ſupper anda bed, until day-lighit the 
next, morning, as a gay, happy, dathing 
buck of a young fellow, who had got good 
horſes, a ſtout ſervant, and a ſtrong conſti- 
tution, and one who was upon ſome exploit 
of gallantry, horſemanſhip, or folly. 


I conſigned the immediate care of my 

korſes to my man, with directions that 
they might be well fed, and kept in order 
for a ſudden call for them, at any time in 
the night, but eſpecially upon the firſt 


appearance 
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appearance of Aurora. —T gave orders for 
my ſupper—queſtioned my man if he was 
ſtill ready to follow my fortunes, which he 
chearfully complied with, and made love 
to the innkeeper s daughter ; who was the 
prettieſt girl of a bar-maid I ever ſaw in 


my life.” 
« Heyday !” exclaimed. Miranda, here's 
2 fine tale with a witneſs !— So this inn- 
keeper's daughter, I find, prevented your 
correſponding with me, as you promiſed. 
Was I ſo ſoon deſpiſed and forgotten thro' 
the ſudden influence upon your affections 
of the irreſiſtible charms of a bar-maid Fe 


{« Fie ! Miranda, ſaid Ferdinand, don't 
you ſee that I put a force upon my inclina- 
tions, in order to appear gay and thought- 
leſs about every thing, while my heart, I 
aſſure you, was too deeply rooted in your 
breaſt to be withdrawn from it by the 

Vol. I. K charms 
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« I muſt believe you,“ faid Miranda, 
Ghing, * but pray out of compaſſion to 


my weakneſs, dont mention that girl 


again. 


I won't,” ſaid Ferdinand, burſting into 
a ſprightly laugh at the unaffected ſimpli- 


wed of her alarm, and injunction. 


After ſupper I became ferious again, 
and fell into thoſe thoughts upon my per- 


plexed ſituation, which very naturally muſt 


occur to a perſon beſet and bewildered as 
Thad been. — I called for the youth who 


had been given me in a manner I could 


by no means account for, and, after a ſtrict 
examination of him, I could gather from 
him nothing more, than, as he had always 
wiſhed to-enter into the ſervice of a gen- 
tleman, and loved an active life, the re- 


commendation 


Po 
— 


INFLATYU $. 219 


' commendation of the landlord to me was 
the very thing itſelf, as he underſtood I 
was upon an expedition that OO haſte 
ma ne. 


I was a. pleaſed with! N 
acquiſition, for he was a fine young fellow, 
about eighteen years old; and upon my 
ſgnifying my intention, a ſecond time, 
that I ſhould be off very early in the 
morning, he. ſeemed to be perfectly in 
raptures, and told me, with a peculiar 
warmth of expreſſion, that I ſhould find 
him a very faithful, vigilant, and courage- 
ous ſervant—ſhewing me a brace of piſtols, 
as he retired out of the room. 


„] was ſtruck with his laſt words and 
the ſight of the piſtols, and was going to 


call for him again in order to queſtion 
him concerning them, but I was checked 


by an impulſe ariſing from my ſituation, 
which required actions, not explanations ; | 
K 2 and 
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and ſine him perfectly fit for my pur- 
poſes, I concluded within myſelf, that as 
every thing appeared ſo myſterious about 
me, I would reſt ſatisfied until time, and 
more apt opportunities, ſhould unravel the 


whole of my affairs. — I immediately 
went to bed—ſlept ſoundly until the ap- 


pearance of the dawn, when my ſervant, 


proving to be as vigilant as he had declared, 


called me up, and took me, after I had dreſſ- 
ed myſelf, to my horſes, which were ready 


ſaddled at the door; and looked like horſes 


that had been taken every care of which 
they ſo richly merited. — They were as 
freſh and as full of fire as if they had not 
been backed for a month, and we mounted 


and fallied forth towards Towceſter in the 


higheſt ſpirits imaginable, keeping though 
at the no immoderate rate of about ten 
miles an hour. 


« We paſt Towceſter, and arrived at 


Daventry about ſeven o'clock ; which was 
| as 
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as pleaſant a twenty miles morning ride 
as I had ever experienced: for I began to 
be ſo ſatisfied with the friendſhips and aſ- 
ſiſtance I had met with in my expedition, 
and particularly with the pointed aſſiduity 

and exceſſive pleaſing manners of my ſer- 
vant, that I could not help conceiving, 
that the celeſtial powers had intereſted 
themſelves in my ſafety ; and that all the 
occurrences waich had happened in my 
favour ſince my departure from town, muſt 
have dropped from heaven.” 


— A look of ineffable rapture which 
Ferdinand fixed upon Gonzalo, upon his laſt 


declaration, and his friend's embarraſsment, 
and the tears which ſtole down his cheeks, 


indicated to me ſome lights upon the caſe, 
which I forbore to expreſs; and, after a 
trifling derangement, Ferdinand went on 
with his narrative. 


1 1 break- 
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e breakfaſted at Daventry,” he conti- 


nued, and ſtaid there an hour afterwards 
to refreſh and feed my horſes. Upon 


their being brought out to me, I found 


them as gay and as fit for action, as on any 


former occaſion, and my man and myſelf 


as alert as ever. We rode upon a canter 
towards Dunchurch, but we had not pro- 
ceeded above a mile on our way, before 
the three fellows whom I had ſeen in the 
yard at St. Albans, and of whom I have 
given you an account, ruſhed upon us, 
on horſeback, from a bye-lane which we 
were paſſing, and fired a broadſide of piſtols 
at us, without the leaſt notice to us of their 
intention. «HED 


They had ſo well concerted their 
plan, and were fo ſteady upon this occaſion, 
that their bullets took place; for J per- 
ceived myſelf to be wounded in my neck, 
and my man to have received a hurt ſome- 


where. However, we inſtantly put ſpurs 
tO 
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to our horſes, as though our intention had 


been to fly from them, but upon our gain- 
ing ſufficient ground before them, in order 


to rally and make head againſt them, in 


ſome meaſure upon equal terms, I called 


to my man to be as good as his word in my 


defence, for that I would defeat the vil 
lains or die in the conflict. 7 


I found my manceuvre of a ſeeming 
flight to be a good one, for it gave myſelf, 
as well as my man, an opportunity of 


appeaſing the fury of our horfes in confe- 


quence of ſuch a ſudden alarm, as well as 


time to us to diſengage our piſtols from our 
holſters, which had been very negligently 


faſtened in them, and to meet the rufhans 
full in their front, and perfectly prepared 


: for battle. — But they no ſooner ſaw us 


ſo reſolute, than their hearts, like rogues in 
A wicked cauſe, failed them—for they im- 
mediately turned their horſes about, and 
fled towards the bye-lane from-whence they 

K 4 | had 
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had made their appearance. — We fired at 
them as they entered it, and perceived by 
a {hriek, that we had not fired in vain. 
We purſued them towards a wood they 
were making for, but having the ſtart of us 
and their horſes being fleet, they gained 
it before we could do any farther execution 
upon them, notwithſtanding my man's 
exceeding activity and courage, who ruſhed 
before me, and would have purſued them 


among the mazes of the wood, had I not 


reſtrained him by threats to ſhoot him, if 
he perſiſted in a reſolution which muſt 
have been the deſtruction of us both, had 1 
followed him; the aſſaſſins knowing too 
well how to make uſe of ſuch an advantage 
which we ſhould have given them. 


255 Finding it to no purpoſe to raiſe the 
country to aſſiſt us in the purſuit of the 
villains, my own particular ſituation not ad- 


mitting of my diſcovering of myſelf for the 


Fon leſt I ſhould be brought to a trial, 
before 


1NFLATU'S. 295 
before I could produce my evidence in 
ſomething like a ſimilar attack of my own, 
though a juſt one, upon the Marquis and 
his friends; I, therefore, immediately 
turned back to the great road, and inſtead 
of proceeding upon it through Dunchureh 
to Coventry, I croſſed the country through 
Southam to Warwick. — I arrived there, 
after a gallop of twenty miles, about twelve 
o'clock, and immediately repaired to the 
Warwick Arms, one of the principal inns 


in the town. 


* I found my Hoſteſs to be a fmiling, 
active, courteous, handſome woman; but 
one whoſeemed ofa violent ſpirit if the were 
provoked, or put out of her own way ; for 
whilſt the was conducting me up ſtairs into 
a good room next the ſtreet, with the 
_ greateſt and moſt pleaſing attention, ſhe 

could not forbear throwing ſome fierce 
glances, and angry expreſſions, occaſionally, 


at a queer kind ofa well- looking gentleman, - 
K 5 who 


* 
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who had inſiſted upon ſleeping with his Jog 
upon his bed, * I took to be ſomewhat 


mal à propos.“ 


B And ſo'4 is this digreffion of your's,” 
I think, ſaid Miranda, pouting ; — © You 
might as well have let your handſome 
Hoſteſs alone at ſo critical a conjuncture, 
and informed us of the ſtate of your 
-wound .in. your neck, and of the hurt 
which you ſaid your man had received, 
after ſo long a ride, and no application 
having been made to them. — I wonder 
much,” ſhe continued, how you could 
think of the woman, or know whether it 
was a woman or a man, that uſhered you 
into the room you ſpeak of, in the 
anxious ſtate of mind your perilous ſituation 
muſt, of courſe, have involved you.” 


Faith, my. Miranda,” faid Ferdinand, 
.< your ſuggeſtions, and . remarks, come 
very naturally from you, and fit upon 
your 


— 
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your character, as the moſt tender heavenly - 
creature upon earth, with the very quint= 
eſſence of conſiſtency. But for me, my 
angel, whom you will as naturally ſuggeſt 
to be of an undaunted diſpoſition, to have 
flinched, or to have been confuſed, after 
having eſcaped from the dangerous attacks, 
upon me of my enemies, and confounded 
them in their purſuit of me, if not totally 
baffled every ſucceeding attempt of the 
kind, would have been a horrid impro- 
priety indeed, and what I ſhould have been 
perfectly aſhamed of. No, my dear lady,” 
he continued, what with. the exerciſe; 
what with the interpoſition of heaven, as. I 
thought it, I never was more ſprightly and 
gay. — But what ingratiated myſelf with. 
myſelf, if I may be allowed the expreſſiom 
and made me ſo compoſed and happy in 
my. perilous ſituation, as you call it, was. 

the purity of my own mind; and: the 
ſerenity of my conſcience, with regard: to 
every circumſtance of my cafe; and the 
1 upright-- 
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uprightneſs, honour, and * of my 
actions and intentions. 


9 80 . indeed, was I a to 
my fate, whatever it might be, that I was 
reſolved not to ſhun it, by being ſo over- 

ſolicitous about it, as to creep into corners 
to avoid it, in my paſſage towards Wales, 
which was the country I propoſed to my- 
ſelf, as an aſylum. But, on the contrary, 
to make my retreat boldly, and uncon- 
cernedly, fighting all the rogues I might 
meet with on my way, and to take mea- 
ſures when I ſhould arrive there, for my 


| future defence and ſecurity, 


eln conſequence of this determination, 
and the neceſſity I was under of giving my 
brave horſes ſome reſt after their exertions, 
I directed my kind Hoſteſs to prepare me a 
dinner at four, and told her that I would, 
in the mean time, take a view of Lord 
Warwick's late noble eee in his 
garden 
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garden and in his park, and to amuſe my- 

ſelf by the ſide of the © ſweet flowing 
© Avon,“ which I had never ſeen ſince 
thoſe improvements were began. 


Aſter telling me that I could not gain 
admittance into the park, without writing 
a card to Lord Warwick, and waiting for 
an anſwer, which I thought exceedingly 
proper, ſhe was very ſolicitous to accom- 
modate me with pen, ink, and paper, and 
ſeemed to be the beſt-natured creature in 
the world. I thanked her for her very 
pointed civility, and informed her that my 
time would not admit of ſuch a delay, and 
that I muſt content myſelf with taking mx 
view of the glorious ſcene, in'the beſt 
manner I could manage it. — She retired, 
curtſeying, and ſmiling in her own pecu- 
liar animated way, and I bowed and 
bleſſed her for her exceſſive . 
deportment. 


Inang 
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J rang for my ſervant, who had by 
this time taken care of his horſes, and we 
reciprocally ſearched into the wounds 
which we had received. —He found mine 
to be a ſlight bruſh of the bullet upon the 
back of my neck, and I his, a more con- 
ſiderable hurt in his left and bridle arm, 
| which cauſed him, at firſt, to ſhrink, and 
me to obſerve his ſituation. We laughed 
at our ſcratches —bathed them with a 
tumbler of brandy — and ſecured them 
from the air and cold; I with a linen rag 
under my collar, and he with an old hand- 
kerchief round his arm. 


“J fallied forth towards the caſtle, in 
order to conſider it and its improvements, 
to the beſt advantage I could, and he 
remained at the inn, to keep watch until 
my return; both of us conſidering our- 
ſelves as friends and partners in our com- 
mon danger, inſtead of my looking upon 
him as a mere ſervant, or he upon me as 
a mere maſter. 


I walked: 


i 
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« I walked towards the former entrance 
of the caſtle, and found it to be changed to 
a much greater diſtance, and to a relief 
from that noble pile which expoſed its walls 
and towers to view, in all their magnifi- 
cence and grandeur; many houſes and 
buildings having been taken down which 
had been ſuffered to be erected in the 
town, too near ſuch a wonderful, and per- 
fect inſtance of the glorious exertions of 
our anceſtors, after ſo many of their works 
had been utterly deſtroyed in civil conten- 
tions, and the remains of them were left 
in a ſhattered condition, to be viewed as 
the melancholy monuments of the fatal 
effects of ambition, diſcord and devaſtation. 


« I was ſo ſtruck, upon my railing 
through the door, with the ſudden acquieſ- 
cence of all my feelings, in the plan and 
deſign. of the improvements, that I remain- 
in a ſilent gaze of admiration for ſome 


minutes, while the porter, who had let me 
in, 
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in, forbore to queſtion me concerning my 


authority for ſo doing, until I had ſatisfied 
myſelf, and had begged his pardon for my 


intruſion. — He readily admitted of my 


excuſes, on my informing him that I was 
a traveller in great haſte, but that I could 
not paſs Warwick without taking the 


 _ audacious liberty which I had done, of 


a peep at the caſtle Tom the entrance 
of it. 


I immediately, after this encounter 


with the porter, proceeded to the old 
bridge next the Caſtle, and upon which I 
had ſo often entertained myſelf with the 
moſt awful and happy contemplations.— 
The appearance of the Caſtle from this 
bridge, a fituation ſo much beneath, and 
fo near to it, yet taking in the full ſcope, 
on the principal fide of its aſtoniſhing 


dimenſions, and the amazing height and 


conſequence of its towers, fills the mind 


with infinite reverence and veneration; 


while 
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File the ſilver Avon, gently gliding in a 


peaceful ſtream through the decorated 


lawns of the park, lulls the paſſions into 


the ſweeteſt compoſure and ſerenity. * 


vou loſe the idea of the fights and 
ravages of former contending hoſts in the 
fertile plains before the caſtle, as it now 
ſtands, a glorious monument of its ſupe- 
riority againſt the aſſaults of war or the 
decay of time. 


Leaving this delightful ſcene, I went 
on towards the old Banbury road, but I 
found it had been taken into the park, to- 
gether with ſuch a conſiderable portion of 


the incloſures annexed to it, as to add, in 


a high degree, to the dignity of the Caſtle. 
I ſoon gained an information how. I was 
to proceed, and preſently was led to the 


new road which the noble Earl had effected 


in the moſt complete ſtile for the accom- 
modation of the traveller, and for the diſ- 


play 
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play of the Caſtle in every light of view 
to its e 


„J was quite tranſported at this ad- 
ditional relief and conſequence ſuperadded 


to the ſuperb edifice, but more ſo, if poſ- 
ſible, on my being conducted back to the 
embryo of a new bridge, whoſe foundation 
was lay ing, as in a womb, on each ſide of 
the Avon, at a conſiderable diſtance up 
the river from the old one, and over 
which the new road was to paſs, in order to 
its being thrown at a more commodious 
diſtance from the Caſtle, and to give the 

ſtupendous pile a ſtill farther relief from 
7 many houſes and buildings that were 
intended to be taken down, which 
obſtructed the openings to it, and 
ſeemed like the modern habitations of 
dwarfs and contemptible pigmies, to 
have obtruded themſelves too near this 
mighty manſion of the glorious heroes of 
- antiquity. e 

| * 1789. ] con- 
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«1 continued here until my time was 
| nearly expired, contemplating the wonder- 
ful beauties that would unfold themſelves, 
when all the preſent nuiſances were cleared 
away, and the Caſtle was expoſed to the 
eye, unchoaked and unencumbered, and 
with every poſſible advantage that could 
be adminiſtered to it. — I retired to my 
inn, bleſſing the illuſtrious author of this 
great and neceſſary undertaking, and drank 
his health in {ix glaſſes of wine after dinner. 


But, as every pleaſure 1 in \ this life is 
chequered with pain,” ſaid Ferdinand, © I 
had the unhappineſs to be informed by my 
ſervant towards the evening, that the ruf. 
fians had got ſcent of us, had purſued us, 
and that they were now actually lurking 
ſomewhere in the neighbourhood. 


pon this intelligence, I inſtantly 
conceived myſelf to be in a ſituation that 
precluded every effort, as unavailing to 
| continue 
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continue my flight unmoleſted, ſince I 
perceived that I ſhould be dogged and 
attacked wherever I went. I therefore 
came to my former reſolution, with regard 
to the Marquis and his aſſociates, to extri- 
cate myſelf from theſe fellows by one bold 
attempt; and not to ſhun them, but to 
ſeek an opportunity of fighting with them 
at every hazard, let the conſequence be 
whatever the guardian angels of the Julk | 
might determine. 


 * I informed my man of my reſolution, 
and he rapturouſly conſented to ſecond 
me. We ordered our horſes out in the 
duſk of the evening, and proceeded to- 
wards Stratford ; keeping a watchful eye, 
and a ſtrict guard, as he told me, which- 
ever way we went, they would have an 
eye upon us and purſue us.,— I thought 
now that we ſhould have them on the hip, 
that we would turn their own arts upon 


them, and I cautioned my man not to betoo 
forward, 


rwrauaTryuys' A 
forward, but to take every advantage of 
them which I deſigned to do, in order to 
defeat their villanous enterpriſe; for it 

appeared to me, from my man's vigilance 
and information, that the rogues had not 
been appriſed of our knowledge of their 
overtaking us a third time, and at fo great 
a diſtance in their purſuit. We trotted 


on leiſurely, and with great circumſpection, - 


as I was giving my inſtructions to my 
faithful ſervant, without any interruption, 
until we had advanced near three miles on 
our way towards Stratford, and were on 
the point of riſing a hill, at the bottom of 
which the road was wide, and on each fide 
of it were retreats among buſhes and trees, 

moſt aptly formed for our purpoſe. | 


„It was now that the twilight was 
chequered with the moon, occaſionally dip- 
ping her orb in the watery clouds, and as 
oft nodding, and emerging from among 
them, while the heavens were diverſified 

with 


1 * 
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5 ture formed _ for the enjoyment of 
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with thoſe heatiful fleecy-tinged vapours, 
that in ſome of our fineſt niglits, beggar - 
all deſcription. — The eye of fancy might 
form a thouſand pleating, viſionary, play- 


ful dreams upon the wanton diſplay of 


ſuch a conflux of various faſcinating figures, 
which no pencil can delineate, nor no 
words can expreſs. 


I had ſtopped at the bottom of the 


hill, as above-mentioned, and was viewing 


the delightful ſcenery in the atmoſphere 


with flent admiration, while my man 
feemed to be as pleaſed and compoſed as 
myſelf, when, all of a ſudden, we heard 
the gallopping of horſes, at a conſiderable 
diſtance behind us.— Being in no doubt 
but they were the aſſaſſins, I ſighed as I 
rouſed myſelf from my revery, and com- 
plained at my hard fate, that I ſhould 
have been inevitably involved in bloody 
ſtrifes and contentions, when I was by na- 


her 
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her works. — I took my poſt under a tree 
by tie fide of the road, while my man 
placed himſelf in a good ſituation near me. 
We remained not many minutes, in 
watchful anxiety, before we plainly ſaw, 
and perfectly underſtood, that two of the 
villains were approaching, inflamed with 
drink and in high ſpirits, ſwearing and 
blaſpheming the light of the moon, and 
the glorious diſplay of the heavens, if they 
did not aſſiſt them in their attempt to 
murder us. 


„Their horrid imprecations, ſo fixed 
me in my reſolution to put them to death, 
that I broke ground, if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion, before I had intended it, 
and giving way to the impetuoſity of my 
man, who, at the ſame time ruſhed from. 
his poſt, we fired upon them at arm's 
length, before they could collect themſelves, 
and immediately brought them to the 


ground. 3 
| I per- 
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I perceived, from their ineffeQual ſtrifes 
to make any reſiſtance, except their diſ- 
charging their piſtols at random as they 
fell, that they were mortally wounded ; 
but they lived long enough to curſe us 
moſt bitterly in their expiring rage, and 
to acquaint us with the death of their 
third companion, who died from one of 
our ſhots at them as they entered the 
before-mentioned bye-lane towards the 
| wodd, in which he immediately afterwards 
gaveup the ghoſt ; and with ſuch an unre- 
lenting fury, amidſt his pains, for our 
deſtruction, that determined his aſſociates 
to purſue us, and at all hazards to accom- 
pliſh the wiſhes of their departed friend. 


„While I was reflecting upon the pro- 
vidential ſtop I had made, in ſuch an ad- 
vantageous ſituation to receive the cut- 
throats ( for we found their thinking we 


muſt be two miles farther upon the road 
had 
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had cauſed them to be ſo much off their 
guard) and was ſadly ruminating upon 


the puniſhment which I had been forced 


to infli& upon them, three gentlemen on 
horſeback arrived from Warwick, in their 


way to Stratford, and were queſtioning 
my man concerning the horrid ſcene 
which preſented itſelf to their view. — I 
immediately interfered and told them con- 
ciſely, and with great truth, that we had 
ſhot two rogues who had attacked us. 


« They, after a pauſe of about a minute's 
peruſal of us and our appearance, as a 


gentleman and his ſervant, readily admit- 


ted of the fact, but at the ſame time they 
told me that it was neceſſary an immedi- 
ate inveſtigation ſhould be made into the 


affair, and that it was exceedingly proper 


upon ſuch an event, that I ſhould attend 


with my ſervant upon the buſineſs, for 


that one of them was in the magiſtracy of 
Stratford, and that, in conſequence of his 


13 = __ office, 
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office, it would be looked upon as a neg- 
lect of his duty, if he ſhould ſuffer me to 


proceed upon my journey, or wherever 
I was going, before the neighbourhood 
ſhould be perfectly ſatisfied as to the real 
merits of the caſe. | 


I ſubmitted, and complimented the 


magiſtrate upon his great care and ſagacity, 


which, however wiſe and circumſpect, 
proved to be, by a happy conjunction of 
circumſtances which had accompanied me 
in all my adventures fince I left London, 
of no ſignificancy, and of courſe need- 


leſs; for we were at this inſtant of our 


concluding theſe matters joined by two 
peace officers, and a couple of ſtout thief- 


_ takers, well armed, from Daventry, who 


informed us, that an alarm having been 
given to them by ſome country people 
who had ſeen at a diſtance the attack which 
had been made upon a gentlenan and 


his ſervant upon the road, and that the 
gentleman 
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gentleman and his ſervant, aſter purſuing 
the rogues to the aſore- mentioned wood, 
had returned, and gallopped away towards 
Southam, they, being then mounted and 
going upon other buſineſs, not ſo ma- 
terial as the preſent, immediately repaired 
to the place where the rogues were ſup- 
poſed to have concealed themſelves, and 
found the man who had been fhot, to have 
been one of the moſt notorious highwaymen 
that had formerly infeſted their country, 
and who had lately concealed himſelf in 
town to commit more atrocious crimes. — 
They furthermore informed us, that while 
they were ſkirting the wood, in order to 
intereept the reſt of the , villains, news 
was brought to them by a countryman, out 
of breath, that he had ſeen two deſperate- 
looking fellows, upon horſes all foaming 
with the fury of the chace, enquiring of 
a man at a diſtance from him, about ſome- 
thing in the greateſt hurry, and that they 
immediately turned down the Southam 
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had given them the intelligence they de- 
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Road, and gallopped away like a couple 


of devils — that he ran to the man, and 


was informed by him, that they had en- 
quired after a gentleman and his ſervant, 
and which way they took, and that 


{the man) having ſeen the perſons aſked 
after proceed upon the Southam Road, he 


fired, not knowing in the leaſt what was 
their buſineſs or intentions — that the 
meſſenger foon afterwards hearing, among 
others flocking together, that the officers'of 
Daventry were in the wood in ſearch of 
ſome highwaymen, who had attacked a 
gentlemen and his ſervant upon the road, 


he had ran as faſt as he could to give 


them notice of what he had ſeen. — That 
they ( the officers ) being perfectly con- 


vinced their intelligence was good, flew 


down the Southam Road, and found it 
corroborated by a multiplicity of evidence 
as they paſſed ; ſuch as the gallopping of a 


geentleman and his ſervant, and two horrid- 


looking 


looking fellows after them, bringing all 
the people to their doors, wondering at 
the ſtrangeneſs of the ſight, in a road not 
much accuſtomed to ſuch appearances. — 
That they, being well mounted, continued 
their purſuit, ſtill receiving every informa- 
tion they could wiſh, until they arrived 
at Warwick, which they conceived to be 
not long after the highwaymen. — That 
they had been prying all the remainder 
of the day, into every quarter of the town 
without effect, until perceiving in the duſk 
of the evening a gentleman and his ſervant 
mount upon fine horſes at the Warwick 
arms, and proceed towards Stratford, they 
immediately repaired to their inn for 
their own, reſolving to follow the gentle- 
man, in. hopes that he was the fame the 
_ villains were in purſuit of, and that they 
might come up time enough to give him 
and his man the aſſiſtance they might re- 
quire ; as alſo by theſe means, to take the 


raſcals—that luckily, it ſo happened they 
| L3 gained 
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gained an information from a ruſtic ſtand- 
ing at the door of a little farm-houſe, 


about a mile from Warwick, of his having 


ſeen a gentleman and his ſervant paſs by 
him, as alſo two men, ſeemingly drunk, 
Tide after— that upon this they put ſpurs 
to their horſes, and had, with the greateſt 


- pleaſure, arrived to be witneſſes to the 


gallantry of the gentleman and his ſervant, 
in defeating the enterprizes of ſuch vil- 
lains, by courageouſly fighting them, and 
putting them to death, inſtead of their 
ſuffering themſelves to be robbed, and, 


moſt likely, to be wantonly and barbaroufly 


murdered, according to the inhuman prac- 
tices of the blood-thirſty ſavages of our 
own country, who of late were more cruel 
than any cut-throats in the world. 


Upon the cloſe of theſe informations, 


and the moon's advance into a clear part 

of the heavens, as though ſhe had diveſted 

2 of the incumbering ſtreaky clouds, 
ſurrounding 
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furrounding her, in order to throw a {till 
farther light into the myſterious matters of 


our inveſtigation, the officers fram Daventry 
directed their attendants to examine the 


dead bodies, for the purpoſe of taking a 


deſcription of them ; when, to their great 
ſurpriſe, the thief-takers perfectly recol- 
lected the faces of both, notwithſtanding 
the alteration which death makes in the 
countenance.— They declared them to be 
two well-known aſſociates of the other we 
had -ſhot, in highway robberies, who from 
a miracle, or from the mild execution of 
juſtice in this kingdom, had eſcaped the 
laws of their country, during their former 
period of making their depredations upon 
the traveller — but ſince, through the 


vigilance of government in giving guards 


to many of the coaches, and the remainder 


proprietors of them following the exam» 


ple, the trade of a highwayman becoming. 
extremely hazardous, and, in effect, quite 
* the officers ſuppoſed theſe fellows, 
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amon g others of the ſame ſtamp, had 


changed their mode of preying upon the 
public into the more dreadful one of bur- 


glary, in which the tribe were now ſo ex- 


pert, that no doors, bolts, bars, or walls, 
were a ſufficient ſafeguard againſt their 
attempts, wherever they were allured by 
the hopes of booty. But how they ſhould 
have taken up their former ways again, as 
highwaymen, and in a country in which 
they had been ſo well known, was looked up- 
on by the two gentlemen in company with 
the magiſtrate of Stratford, as the ſtrangeſt 
circumſtance conceivable, but they did 
not know, nor did I think it fit to tell 
them, that this enterprize of the rogues 
was a bye-job which they had undertaken, 
in conſequence of their having been richly 
paid (and paid home too, as it happened,) 
for the riſk they were to run in their 
adventure. 
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Every thing being cleared up to the 
ſatisfaction of all parties, I rewarded the 
thief-takers for their vigilance, whom we 
left to diſpoſe of the bodies, and repaired 
with the officers and the gentlemen to 
Stratford. | 


We ſupped and ſpent the evening 
together at the celebrated White Lion 


1 Inn, and our diſcourſe turning chiefly 


upon robberies and rogues, I was not at 
all ſurprized at the audacity of the attack 
made upon me and my man, by the deſ- 
perate villains we had ſlain, upon my 
being acquainted: by the officers with ſo 
many and ſo much more daring depreda- 


tions upon the public, though in a dif- 


ferent way, which had fallen within the: 
compaſs of their own private knowledge. 


« Houſe-breaking, they ſaid, had be- 
come quite a ſyſtem among the rogues — 


that no cautions whatever could prevent 
L 5 their 
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their ſucceſsful attempts; and that Bir- 
mingham, in particular, was then ſuch 
a fruitful ſcene of ation with them, that 
notwithſtanding the exertions of a regular 
watch in defence of the property of the 
inhabitants, the rogues were continually 
breaking open and plundering the ſtrongeſt 
warehouſes, and the beſt guarded ſhops 
in the town; while the reſpectable and 
very active magiſtrates of the place ſtrove 
in vain to give any conſiderable check to 
their inſults; ſo artful were they, not only 
in their mode of attacks, but in their tricks 
to evade the rod of juſtice when brought 
to an examination, or conſigned to the 
awful tribunal which was to determine 
their fate; that a numerous neſt of noto- 


rious thieves and houſe- breakers were well 
known by the officers of Birmingham to 
have no other means of ſupport — that 
they had been frequently brought before 
the magiſtrates upon the ſureſt grounds of 


their * guilty of the crimes laid to 
f their” 
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their charge; but from their evaſive cun- 
ning, and their perſe& acquaintance 
with the mode how to get off, as it is: 
termed, the law, which does not proceed 
upon circumſtances, but upon poſitive 
proofs, in their caſes, could not, in one 
inſtance out of twenty, lay hold of them, 
notwithſtanding every ſpectator as well as 
the magiſtrates themſelves had not the 
leaſt doubt, in their own minds, of their 
- guilt ; for as the law ſeems to have been 
eſtabliſhed, in this country upon the 
mild principles of the goſpel, © that it is 
better twenty rogues ſhould eſcape than. 

e one innocent man ſhould ſuffer,” the 

above-mentioned villains availed them- 
ſelves of that principle, with a witneſs, in 
Birmingham; and ſo much to the terror 
and ſufferings of the inhabitants, that they 
found themſelves, at length, under the 
abſolute neceſſity of forming patrols, during 
the night, conſiſting of the principal inha- 
bitants of the town, in addition to the ex- 
ertions of their watchmen. Hav- 


* 
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perfectly convinced, that I had, with 
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Having paid. continued Ferdinand, 


every compliment to the officers of Da- 
ventry, for their exemplary conduct, in 
their uncommon courage and activity in 
the diſcharge of their duty, I took a cor- 
dial leave of them, and the other gentle- 
men, and retired to my bed, quite fatigued 


with the hurry of my mind, and the exer- 
ciſe of my body. 


— 


I roſe, however, early the next morn- 


ing, and as I did not chooſe to become a 


public ſpectacle to the gathering people 
about the front of the inn, who ſeemed 


ardently to deſire a ſight of a gentleman 
and his ſervant, who had ſhot two high- 


waymen, I ordered my horſes out as pri- 


vately as I could, and eſcaped from the 


effects of their troubleſome curioſity, be- 


fore they had any notice of my departure. 


In conſequence of my being now 


the 
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the aſſiſtance of my brave ſervant, put 


a formidable check to any farther pur- 


ſuits after me, at leaſt for the preſent, I 


croſſed the country at my leiſure, ſtopping 


and taking care of my horſes, after their 


violent exertions in my cauſe, until I 
arrived at Stourport, upon the river Se- 


vern; a new built town and wharf for the 
reception of goods from a lately formed | 


canal to that place ; a ſituation three miles 
below Bewdley. 


Here I remained at a good inn, for a 
couple of days, as a perſon come to view 
a ſcene, which, at that time, excited the 
curioſity of many idle people: but, in 
fact, to conſider within myſelf, to what 
part of Wales I ſhould proceed, according 
to my firſt reſolution, or whether I coulg 
not find a retreat as ſafe and as pleaſant 


among the hills of Aberley in the neigh- 


bourhood where I was, and where I had 


in a former excurſion, as a ſtranger to the 


people, 
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people, enjoyed myſelf in the moſt hap Py 


a perfect ſerenity. 


% From many and various reflections, 


revolving in my mind, upon my caſe, 
and the ſituation I was then in, I came to 

the ſame reſolution, which, after every 
purſuit and attack upon me, ſince I left 
London, had proved ſo fortunate and ſuc- 
ceſsful, of not being, in the leaſt degree, 
over cautious and circumſpect, with re- 

gard to my retreat, but to take apartments: 
for the accommodation of myſelf, and my 

ſervant, as well as ſtalls and the uſe of paſ- 

ture for my horſes, at a commodious 

farm-houſe among my favourite hills of 
Aberley, to which, from my enquiry, I 

was recommended. I found the powers 
of my mind ſtrengthened, as upon all 
former occaſions, by the rectitude of my 

heart, and I determined, as before, to 

keep myſelf always upon the defenſive, 


with 
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_ with loaded piſtols continually in my poſ- 
ſeſſion, both at home, and in my rides, or 
walks about the country for my amuſe- 
ment, but not to ſhrink from my fate, 
whenever it ſhould be the will of heaven. 
to decide it. 


In a delightful recluſe ſituation among 
thoſe hills I remained fix weeks endeavour- 


ing to forget myſelf, and all my concerns, 


as faſt as I could, and to waſte away my 
exiſtence in the inglorious, but happy 
purſuits of a. paſtoral life. I ſighed, in- 
| deed, inceſſantly, for my Miranda, but at 
the ſame time I flattered myſelf that ſhe 
would ſoon forget her Ferdinand, ſince the 
fates ſeemed to have decreed we could not 
meet again, except upon terms, ſo diſ- 
honourable to me, as to ſtamp upon my 
character an indelible mark of ſhame and 


| ingratitude. 


„ The 
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ae conſideration, my Miranda, he 
continued. of my being driven into a 
corner by the remains of a villanous con- 
ſpiracy of aſſaſſins whom I could not bring 
to juſtice, nor extricate myſelf from their 
ſecret practices againſt me, but at the riſk 
of falling a ſacrifice, in a court of judica- 
ture, to their miſrepreſentations, and the 
advantages they had it in their power to 
take of me, was the cauſe, upon mature 
deliberation, and when thoſe high ſpirits; 
raiſed by the exerciſe and exploits of my 
gallop from St. Albans to this retreat, had 
leſt me, of my giving up all thoughts of 
the correſpondence with you which I had 
promiſed, and of my relinquiſhing every 
claim to your conſtancy in ſuch a dreadful. 
ſituation. | 


1 ſoon: began to look upon myſelf 0 
loſt to the world, and ſuch a lamentable 
outcaſt from general ſociety, through the 


peculiar ſeverity of my fate, that to draw 
you, 
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you, my Miranda, into the ſnares which 1 
was he: 4 likely to fall into, I conceived to 
be the moſt reproachful ſpecies of condu& 
I could purſue, and I, therefore, ſtrove, 
though in vain, to forget you, in my ſtate 
of oblivion, and all the rapturous „ 
of my courtihip. 


Added to my afflictions, in this low- 
ſpirited ſtate of my mind, the thoughts of 
having ſhed ſo much blood would very 
often occur to me and diſtreſs me exceed- 
ingly ; but upon the moſt mature refleo- 
tions on my caſe, I do not now ſee it in 
the painful light in which I beheld it at 
that time; — for as it is acknowledged by 
every one, that the ſhooting of a highway- 
man in defence of your property, though 
he may not intend to murder you, is a 
warrantable and gallant action, and ap- 
proved of and applauded by the general 
ſuffrage and conſent of the world, how 
much more juſtifiable then was my ſhoot- 

ing 
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ing the villains who were ſent after me for 
no other purpoſe but to aſſaſſinate me; 
and ſtill, how much more juſtifiable and 
honourable was my attempt, in which in 
part I ſucceeded, to deſtroy the moſt 
* all mifcreants, their EM pLO TER S. 


For theſe reaſons, I do not feel the 
weight of blood upon my mind, and I 
hope there is not a miſtaken turn of think- 
ing, or a rancorous heart, among the 
obſervers of my conduct, that will accuſe 


me of a ſanguinary diſpoſition, - in conſe- 


quence of the terrible incidents which I am 
fpeaking of, and which form the firſt and 


moſt conſiderable feature in my adventures. 


At the end of the fix weeks above- 
mentioned; when hope, the conſoler of 
preſent misfortunes, had vaniſhed with all 
her train of promiſes to the wretched, I 
was rouſed from my lethargy by a circum- 
ſtance, and its conſequences in my fayour, 
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the relation of which I muſt beg leave to 
defer till another opportunity, the night 
being too far advanced for the completion 
of my ſtory.” N 5 


At this inſtant the coach came for 
Miranda, with the gentleman of the houſe 
from -Mucklow Hill, who having been 
from home until the time it was ordered 
out for this purpoſe, he ſtepped into it 
himſelf, and, with the moſt open-hearted 
frankneſs, took Miranda's lover and friend 
with her back, and left me, under a ſtrict 
injunction from the divine enchantreſs of 
the groves, to meet her and her train the 
next morning in the Lover's Walk of 
Shenſtone. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


